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The female Cardinal wears 

more demure plumage: 

basic camel brown accented 

by red on her crest, wings, 

and tail. She also has the 

powerful beak to open seeds 

and nuts as well as bite off 

twigs for her nest. 
 

 

A most conspicuous bird is the male 

Northern Cardinal! 

His red plumage is not to be mistaken, 

accented as it is with his black face 

and powerful red-orange beak. 
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Of course, the female Northern Cardinal is 

quite capable of feeding herself and her young. 
 

 

Once mated, the cardinal pair 

remain loyal for life. She 

constructs their nest and broods 

the eggs and young, while he 

feeds her and the nestlings, even 

caring for the fledglings as she 

builds a second nest.  
 

 
 

 

A flick of the cardinal’s wing 

reveals that he is not all red. 

Gray feathers along his body 

show up in this photo taken one 

day in May. 
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The most endearing interaction 

between cardinals is mate-feeding. 

Here a male approaches his mate with 

a nut in his beak. 

The male cardinal is a virtuoso 

singer with a vast repertoire of 

songs to impress a would-be mate 

or to declare his territory. 
 

  
 

 

The birds exchange the piece of nut 

looking as if they are kissing. 
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The fledging of a cardinal pair is 

mostly brown as it was in the 

nest, yet its future red coloring is 

just appearing. Note that its beak 

is black. This fledgling’s crest and 

wings still need to grow a bit. 

Their bond is strengthened as the female 

cardinal takes the nut in her beak. The 

male looks on approvingly. 
 

 

Still a fledgling although a bit more 

developed structurally, this young 

cardinal shows only a tinge of red in 

its feathers. The black of its beak is 

fading. 
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An older juvenile forages for seeds with 

her mother. The younger bird is almost the 

same side as its parent, but she still has a 

black beak and her crest will be bigger.  

Yes, she’s a young female. 

Male cardinals often become ‘single 

parents’ for their offspring when the 

females go off to build another nest. 

Here a male is sunning with his 

progeny on a lazy, warm day. 

In late August this male 

Northern Cardinal is 

sunning as its feathers 

begin to molt. Its crest is 

rather disheveled. 
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A female cardinal being held by a 

bird bander shows molting around 

her head with feathers missing 

from her face and her crest looking 

like a punk rocker hairdo.  

Note exposed ear. 

This female cardinal was not 

molting. She was leucistic with some 

red in the “right” areas, a colored eye 

and beak, but mostly white feathers 

with splotches of brown. 

The pain of being a bird bander.  

Bob Mulvihill’s finger was latched onto 

by a different female cardinal that also 

showed a degree of molting.  
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With the help of feeders and adaptations, the 

formerly southern redbird has found it possible to 

survive the winters of the northern U.S.A.  

 

(The cardinal on the right is puffed up  

against the cold.) 

The cardinal has also moved into the arid 

regions of the Southwest, previously only 

inhabited by the Pyrrhuloxia. 

Note the color differences of the two species. 

This female cardinal was not 

molting. She was leucistic with some 

red in the “right” areas, a colored eye 

and beak, but mostly white feathers 

with splotches of brown. 
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