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INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNITY GARDEN PLANTING DAY

 Spring 2005

Here is what to expect as a volunteer for one of the community gardens sponsored by Western Pennsylvania Conservancy: 

We plant Rain or Shine!

Dress accordingly:

· Layers if it is cool

· Rain gear if it is wet

· Sturdy shoes (no sandals)

· Sun screen—even for overcast days

Bring some water, possibly a snack, and plan to get dirty! 

Planting takes between 2 ½  and four hours depending on the size of the site.  You will be:

· Punching holes in the plastic mulch

· Planting the flowers according to the design plan that is provided

· Laying the irrigation tape through the flower beds

· Mulching the plants to a depth of 3 inches with leaf mulch

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy will provide the flowers, the planting design and instructions, the tools you will need, safety vests, and the other supplies required.  The garden steward or a Conservancy staff member will be on hand. 

A few safety pointers:


--All children under 18 should be supervised by one adult for every ten youth. Adults need to be sure that children are using tools safely and are cautious near traffic. Orange safety cones will be provided in locations that require traffic control. 


--Keep all tools in a safe location and sharp side down.


--Wear gloves (provided) to protect hands and reduce slippage while handling tools


--Wear sunscreen


--Drink water regularly to avoid dehydration.

Above all have fun!  You are helping make a huge difference in the quality of life in Western Pennsylvania.  Many thousands of people will see the results of your good work!  We thank you for being our partners in the gardens.

