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TUNDRA HATCHLING – Lukas Padegimas found this 
Western Sandpiper chick at his research site.

You’ve got to be tough to band shorebirds in the Arctic, and 
young Lukas Padegimas, our Three Rivers Birding Club speaker 
on Wedneday, October 1, will tell us about his challenge and his 
satisfaction.

The meeting will be held at the Phipps Garden Center, 1059 
Shady Avenue in Shadyside. Doors will open at 6:30 PM for 
socializing, a business meeting will begin at 7:30, and the program 
will start at 8.

Lukas says, “As 17-year-old me stepped out of the helicopter 
on a foggy afternoon onto the tussock marshland of Cape 
Kruzenstern National Monument, AK, I looked around at the flat, 
gray, and seemingly desolate frozen landscape and asked myself, 
‘What am I doing here?’

“The thermometer stated that the temperatures stood in the 
low 30s, but the wind chill made it feel like the low teens. There 
went the helicopter, and here I remained to participate in this 
remote field camp as part of a five-year study on nesting shorebirds 
for the Artic Shorebird Demographic Network. The next two 

months of my life transformed a sheltered suburban kid into a man 
while the tundra awoke from its slumber into the vast green nesting 
grounds of a remarkable variety of birds. 

“Despite the hard work involved in operating at a remote field 
camp in the Alaskan Arctic, it was an adventure of a lifetime.” 

Ever since he saw his first Scarlet Tanager at age 12 on a 
Sunday bird walk, Lukas has loved birds and birding. Having 
caught the travel bug at an early age, he also dreamed of traveling 
into remote and exotic places. Those dreams came true – first an 
opportunity to join the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in studying 
shorebirds at a remote field camp in Cape Kruzenstern, Alaska, and 
next as an intern with Wildside Nature Tours to Ecuador. 

Lukas’s travels have taken him to the jungles of Ecuador, 
the Inca trails and deserts of Peru, the classic world of European 
Russia, and the great cities of Western Europe. He is currently 
a student at the Cleveland Marshall School of Law, but he says, 
“The future, of course, remains unwritten, especially when an 
opportunity beacons a new adventure.”

A Great Arctic Adventure Awaits Us on October 1

President’s Message:

An Invitation to Lead 
3RBC Outings

By Bob VanNewkirk
Going on a field trip is what makes bird watching exciting for 

me, especially when the leader takes me to new places to find new 
birds. As a beginning birder, I had the opportunity to watch how 
the leaders spotted birds and where they went to find them. 

Often, the field trip location was based on where to target 
certain species, or the season or month, or even the time of day. As 
my observational skills developed, and I became familiar with my 
favorite birding areas, I decided to volunteer as an outing leader. 

Yes, I made lots of observational mistakes. Sometimes I had 
difficulty with birds that I couldn’t identify by sight or song or call. 
I also was intimidated at first when more knowledgeable birders 
than I attended my outings. I hoped that they would make an ID 
sometimes, so I wouldn’t have to when I spotted a bird that was 
tricky for me to identify. I soon realized the best way to make an 
uncertain ID was to say, “I think that bird is a _.” Fill in the blank. 
It really helped to combine other birders’ field marks with my own. 
It even encouraged shy birders to suggest identifications. 

As with any other skill, lots of practice over time leads to 
confidence. My favorite line from The Music Man is when an anvil 
salesman explains to other salesmen that what leads to success 
is “You’ve gotta know the territory!” I’ve learned that when 
you become very familiar with the habitat, you will develop the 
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President’s Message

knowledge of where, when, and what birds you can expect.
As the newbie president of the club, I am looking for ways 

to get more members involved and for new places to go birding. 
Perhaps you might consider becoming a leader and showing off 
your favorite location that does not show up regularly or not at all 
in “Outings to Come” in The Peregrine.

To plan and carry out a successful outing, here are some 
suggestions that may help you:
•  Carefully choose a site. What birds do you expect to find 

there? That’s the most important consideration in your 
selection.

•  Scout the route and location in advance, if possible. You may 
encounter unexpected road conditions or find species that you 
didn’t expect to observe. 

•  Decide where and when will you meet to begin the outing.

•  Consider the mileage, driving directions and time, available 
parking spaces, and birding time. 

•  Find out where there are bathroom facilities, available 
drinking water, and nearby restaurants. 

•  Determine whether the outing will consist of much walking 
(over what terrain), driving, or a combination of both. 

•  Check the weather before the outing. Will there be muddy 
trails if it rains before the field trip?

•  Take along your cell phone in case of an emergency or in case 
someone gets lost and needs directions. Carry a field guide 
and a pen. Record sightings in a notebook or on a checklist.

•  Depending on the season, you might want to carry bug spray 
and sunscreen.

•  For fun, challenge the group to find a certain number of 
species for the day. 

•  Ask what species, given the habitat, might be life birds for 
some if they can be found. 

•  Remember: You as the leader need to demonstrate good 
birding etiquette. Try to get all of your participants on the 
birds, or listening to the songs or calls. Try to help beginners 
by pointing out the birds’ field marks.

•  When the outing ends, review the bird list. What were the 
“best” birds of the day according to the group? Did anyone 
see a “lifer”? Thank everyone for coming.
Most of our club’s outings are at state, county, and township 

parks, and nature reserves, but I would like to see current leaders 
or new leaders come forward and take us to places that are not 
regularly selected. A good reference for such opportunities is the 
Western Pennsylvania Birding Trail Guide by the Audubon Society 
of Western Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania Game Commission’s 
website also has a map and a list of game lands.

Being an outing leader has many rewards. It is a great feeling 
to lead others to discover new and wonderful birds. I especially 
enjoy birding with beginners and children. There is excitement and 
joy in finding even common birds. You will make new friends. It 
sharpens your own birding skills. Best of all, I suppose, there is 
always something new to learn and to see.

Letter from the Editor
By Paul Hess

Can it be 13 years? Yes, 13 years of birding fun at our Three 
Rivers Birding Club programs and outings. We’ve enjoyed them 
and learned a lot about the world of ornithology.

In the first six months of 2014, the total attendance at our 
three meetings was 229, and the total at our 16 outings was more 
than 100.   

As of August 1, Treasurer Tom Moeller reports that we have 
a paid mailing list of 251 memberships. Many of those are family 
memberships, and Tom estimates that our total number of members 
is approximately 350. 

Those of us who formed the club under Jack Solomon’s 
leadership could never have predicted such success. We knew there 
was a lot of interest in birds, but we didn’t know that hundreds of 
people would participate actively in a birding club. Our members 
range from widely-traveled experts to backyard feeder watchers, 
and all levels of birding in between. That’s great, and it’s why our 
club has thrived in its first 13 years. 
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Outings to Come

Our 13th Annual Picnic
Will Highlight the Season 

By Steve Thomas, Outings Director
Fridays, September 5 and 12 – Sewickley Heights Park: 

Bob VanNewkirk (412-366-1694; van126@comcast.net) will lead 
these walks in collaboration with the Fern Hollow Nature Center. 
Meet at 8 AM in the upper parking lot of the park. The walk will 
begin at the park, not at the Nature Center. For directions to the 
park, see 3RBC’s website (www.3rbc.org). Be prepared for muddy 
trails. It is also advisable to bring water and a lunch. We will 
bird the park and along Little Sewickley Creek Road. Warblers, 
flycatchers, thrushes, and vireos will be our target species.

Sunday, September 14 – Woodcock Lake (Note date 
change):  Meet Shawn Collins (pabirder1974@gmail.com) at 9 
AM for our club’s first trip to this lake. After visiting the lake, 
Shawn will take us to Conneaut Marsh and then possibly to 
Pymatuning to see what shorebirds are around. Please bring a 
lunch. We will meet at Woodcock Lake Dam Site.

Directions: Take I-79 north from Pittsburgh, exit at the 
Meadville exit, and take Route 6 east past a Giant Eagle/Home 
Depot on the right. Continue over an overpass, and go straight at 
the light, leaving Route 6 onto Park Avenue (a Taco Bell will be on 
the left corner).

Continue through town. At the intersection with a Burger 
King, turn right onto North Street (Route 27). Take North Street 
two blocks to North Main Street, which is Route 86. (There is a 
Country Fair on the left side.) Turn left on North Main Street, pass 
Allegheny College, and continue for 3 or 4 miles. You will pass the 
Elks Lodge and Meadville Country Club.

After going over a small bridge over Woodcock Creek, turn 
at the next right onto Route 198. (There is a sign for Woodcock 
Lake.) Continue on Route 198, pass an entrance to the park in the 
middle of the upgrade, and keep going. At the top of the small 
upgrade, you will see Bossard Nature Center on the left. Across 
the street will be a huge parking lot, and you will see Woodcock 
Dam. Turn right into the lot for the dam. The GPS coordinates are 
41.702276, -80.101041.

Friday, September 19 – Allegheny Front Hawk Watch: 
This date should be near the peak of Broad-winged Hawk 
migration, and many other raptor species can be expected.  Meet at 
11 AM at the Hawk Watch. For directions see the 3RBC website at 
www.3RBC.org, or the Allegheny Plateau Audubon site at www.
alleghenyplateauaudubon.org/hw.html.  Bring a lunch and dress 
warmly. Be prepared for changes in the weather! Allow 2 hours 
drive time from Pittsburgh.

The best numbers of migrating hawks occur when there is 
an east wind. For Broad-wings, the date range is September 10 to 
25, with the 19th and 20th near the peak. If you cannot attend our 
outing, check the forecast for an east wind and visit on another day 
during the date range. 

Saturday, September 20 – Presque Isle State Park: Join 
Bob VanNewkirk (412-366-1694; van126@comcast.net) at one of 
the state’s prime locations for seeing fall migrants. Meet at 8 AM 
in the first parking lot (Vista 1) on the right as you enter the park. 
The park is at the north end of Route 832, just west of the city of 
Erie. Bring a lunch. Presque Isle is often colder and windier than in 
southwestern Pennsylvania, so be prepared for the weather. 

Saturday September 20 – Frick Park: Sue and Jack 
Solomon (412-521-3365) will lead this outing. Meet at 8 AM.  
Note: Since the Environmental Center is scheduled for construction 
activity, we’ll meet at the Blue Slide Park entrance to Frick Park, 
at the corner of Beechwood Boulevard and Nicholson Street in 
Squirrel Hill. Go south on Braddock Avenue from Forbes Avenue 
(or north from the Parkway) to the stoplight at Hutchinson, west to 
the park entrance at Lancaster, turn right and follow Lancaster to 
the lot. Fall warblers and other migrants are our targets.

Saturday, September 27 – Harrison Hills Park: Meet 
leader Jim Valimont (412-828-5338) at 8 AM at this county park 
off Freeport Road between Natrona Heights and Freeport. We will 
meet at the parking lot near the pond. As you enter the park, bear 
right and proceed to the lot at the end of the road. Dress for wet 
grass and mud. Previous fall outings have produced a nice variety 
of fall migrants, including warblers and vireos.

Sunday, October 12 – Pymatuning Area: Meet leader 
Bob VanNewkirk (412-366-1694; van126@comcast.net) at the 
Pymatuning Wildlife Learning Center (Waterfowl Museum) at 
8 AM for this all-day outing. Plenty of waterfowl, lots of Bald 
Eagles, and migrant songbirds should be around. Arrangements 
will be made to have lunch at the Spillway Inn for those who are 
interested.

Sunday, Oct. 26 – Moraine State Park – Picnic: This outing 
will be our lucky 13th annual 3RBC picnic and bird walk. We will 
meet at 8 AM in the first parking lot on the right in the Day Use 
Area (South Shore). After the morning outing, we will have the 
potluck picnic at one of the park pavilions near the McDanel’s boat 
launch.

Usually at least 20-30 members and guests attend the picnic. 
Please bring a dish that will serve 4-6 people. Directions to the Day 
Use Area: From I-79, take Route 422 east toward Butler and exit 
at the Moraine State Park exit. At the end of the ramp, turn left and 
go straight into the park until you see the first major parking area 
on your right. Allow one hour driving from Pittsburgh.

  Saturday, November 1 – Yellow Creek State Park: This 
will be a joint outing of the 3RBC and the Todd Bird Club. Meet 
Margaret Higbee (724-354-3493) at the park office at 8 AM. The 
office is located on Route 259 just off Route 422 east of Indiana. 
Allow 1.5 hours to drive from Pittsburgh. Yellow Creek has been 
the prime outing location for the Todd Bird Club since the club was 
created. The park has a wide variety of habitats and a large lake 
that attracts many waterfowl and sometimes exciting rarities.

Allegheny County Had 115
Species in Spring Survey

Birders in Allegheny County had fine participation and a fine 
species total for the annual Pennsylvania Migration Count on May 
10, 2014. The county’s compiler Maureen Hobma reported that 55 
birders found 115 species, including 27 species of warblers.

Among the most notable birds on the list were a Blue-winged 
Teal, 4 Red-breasted Mergansers, 4 Solitary Sandpipers, a Lesser 
Yellowlegs, a Caspian Tern, a Barred Owl, a Philadelphia Vireo, 
a Common Raven, an Orange-crowned Warbler, 3 Worm-eating 
Warblers, and a Mourning Warbler.

Results for all counties will be published in the Pennsylvania 
Society for Ornithology’s journal Pennsylvania Birds.
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Outings Revisited

Spring Once Again Fulfilled 
Our Hopes for the Season    

Harrison Hills Park – May 10: The Friends of Harrison 
Hills Park had a nice turnout of 28 birders with varying skill 
levels, excited about spring bird migration. The warblers did not 
disappoint as we counted 19 species out of 61 total species for a 
morning hike that was spent mostly in the woods.

 Steve had the rare find of a Grasshopper Sparrow in the field 
near the nature center –  a new species for the park since records 
have been kept for the last 40 years. However, this walk wasn’t so 
much about rarities as it was catching the wave of migrants.

The birds were dispersed throughout the trail that hugs the 
ridge above the Allegheny River.  Warbler watching was relatively 
easy, given that many of the trees had not leafed out. The mild 
temperatures and lack of wind made it especially easy to spot the 
birds that seemed in no hurry to leave. 

First-time birders were thrilled to have long, sustained views 
of some of the brightest birds of spring such as the Scarlet Tanager, 
Indigo Bunting, and Hooded Warbler. We nailed a number of 
favorite warblers such as the Northern Parula and Bay-breasted. 
We were also pleased to track down a singing Worm-eating 
Warbler, a perennial nester along the steep bluffs overlooking 
the river. The woods were filled with Red-eyed Vireos. A White-
throated Sparrow made a surprise visit. 

Patrick and Mardelle Kopnicky provided interesting stories 
about the history of the park and its wildlife. –by co-leaders Mary 
Ann Thomas and Steve Gosser

Bell Farm – May 17: A hallowed tradition ended when 
Ralph Bell died on May 20, 2014, just three days after the annual 
gathering at his farm in Greene County. Ralph and his legacy 
were remembered in the July-August issue of The Peregrine. In 
addition, a detailed biography of this extraordinary man’s life is 
posted on the 3RBC website.

Sewickley Heights Park – May 23: Seven birders gathered 
in the upper parking lot to participate in the last Friday bird walk 
of the season co-sponsored by the Fern Hollow Nature Center and 
3RBC. People who arrived early watched a pair of bluebirds bring 
food back to their nest box, got a good view of a singing Indigo 
Bunting, and admired a Pileated Woodpecker as it briefly landed 
on the side of a small tree. But before we hit the trails, we talked 
about our expectations for finding the park’s breeding species and 
perhaps birds that might still be migrating.

Our first breeding birds were all identified through their calls. 
In the upper fields, we heard a Kentucky Warbler, Hooded Warbler, 
Scarlet Tanager, House Wren, Red-eyed Vireo, and Wood Thrush. 
All were eventually sighted in other areas of the park. A flyover by 
a Great Blue Heron finally gave us a reason to raise our binoculars.

While walking along the Bridle Trail, we again resorted to 
birding by ear, as we could not visually locate the singers and 
callers. This time we identified a Great-crested Flycatcher, an 
Eastern Wood-Pewee, a Northern Mockingbird, and an Eastern 
Meadowlark. A meadowlark was first observed here in April, 
and perhaps a pair might actually be breeding in one of the horse 
pastures. A Dark-eyed Junco was a surprise sighting as it foraged 
on a grassy path ahead of us. We tend to think of this species as a 
winter resident because they are so prevalent then. Our attention 

was also grabbed by a female bluebird that was bringing a 
mouthful of grassy materials into a nesting box. As we cut across 
an unnamed trail toward Waterthrush Way, we first heard, but 
this time managed to observe, a Kentucky and a Hooded Warbler. 
Kentucky Warblers seem to be expanding in the park this spring. 
We saw or heard them in four different locations that are different 
from where I usually have found them.

Along Waterthrush Way, April Claus, the Fern Hollow Nature 
Center naturalist, pointed out to us the Gypsy Moth egg cases 
attached on many of the surrounding oak trees. She explained that 
Sewickley Borough had arranged for a helicopter spraying to cover 
400 acres of the park to eradicate this insect pest. Our first sighting 
of a singing Cerulean Warbler high in a towering oak gave some 
birders a sample of “warbler’s neck.” As we headed back toward 
the parking lot, we paused to listen to a Yellow-billed Cuckoo’s 
call. We admired a Scarlet Tanager from a close range. 

It was relatively quiet as we walked the Pipeline Trail and 
gravel path. We picked up a pair of Baltimore Orioles and our first 
look at a pair of American Redstarts flitting through the trees. On 
the main road, one sharp-eyed birder noticed a lump of fur in the 
crook of a tree. The lump turned out to be a sleeping raccoon.

Some of the birders continued at Walker Park.  Almost 
instantly, we heard and located a Cerulean Warbler and the day’s 
only Rose-breasted Grosbeak in a clump of maple trees. A few 
Chimney Swifts strafed over the field. An Eastern Phoebe held 
our attention as the bird flew in and out of a pavilion. We looked 
inside the structure for the bird’s nest but did not find one. A Wood 
Thrush was flushed as we walked into the woods near the creek. 
After a brief search, the bird provided some open views for us.

IMPRESSIVE SONGSTER – More often heard than seen in our 
woodlands, Wood Thrushes offer us a welcome springtime song. 
Tom Moeller photographed this one proclaiming his territory or 
seeking a new mate in Frick Park on June 26, 2014.
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The sky brightened as we passed through Pontefract Park. 
A House Finch, Warbling Vireo, and an American Redstart were 
found along Little Sewickley Creek. Along the road at the 
Edgeworth dump, a drake and a hen Mallard were swimming in a 
large pool of rainwater. We were also treated to a Yellow Warbler 
and a Cedar Waxwing. A Double-crested Cormorant was spied as it 
lifted off from its log perch along the river bank.

We totaled 49 species for a day just right for a leisurely bird 
walk with friends in good weather. –by leader Bob VanNewkirk

Presque Isle State Park – May 24:  “Orioles, vireos, 
catbirds, and warblers – oh my!” No, we were not in Oz, but 
Presque Isle. Its topography and geographic location make it 
an ideal destination to look for a wide variety of migratory and 
resident birds.

On a beautiful sunny May day, 13 birders met at the South 
Shore parking lot, hoping to find an abundance of species. 
Baltimore Orioles, Yellow Warblers, and both Warbling and 
Red-eyed Vireos were heard and seen as they bounced among the 
cottonwood trees surrounding the parking lot. Their ubiquitous 
presence – via sight or sound – would be found on every trail we 
walked.  A scope of the bay revealed a Wood Duck drake, a Great 
Blue Heron, a Canada Goose family swimming with goslings, and 
Ring-billed Gulls flying overhead. 

After our long drive to Erie, we headed to the Beach 1 parking 
lot. This area contains cottonwoods, locusts, black cherry trees and 
shrubs that provide birds with good foraging opportunities. We 
quickly located a Great-crested Flycatcher, a Cedar Waxwing, a 
pair of Eastern Kingbirds, and a number of American Redstarts.

A short walk around Leo’s Landing produced a Blackpoll 
Warbler. A Spotted Sandpiper flew briefly into a marshy area and 
just as quickly flew off. The rattling call of a Belted Kingfisher 
alerted us to his flight over the marsh. At the ranger station near 
the pond, three male Baltimore Orioles shared the feeders with a 
Red-bellied Woodpecker while a few Brown-headed Cowbirds 
and House Sparrows scavenged along the ground. A Pileated 
Woodpecker made a flyby over the road. Two Greater Scaup were 
discovered swimming in the bay. Up the road near the bike rental, 
we saw Purple Martins feeding their young in the nest boxes.

Our final walk brought us to Long Pond Trail, which usually 
holds a good variety of species. At times we seemed to be birding 
more by ear than by sight. We identified a Common Yellowthroat, 
Marsh Wrens, an Eastern Wood-Pewee, and a Willow Flycatcher 
by their calls. A Wood Thrush’s flute-like song held our attention. 
A secretive Wilson’s Warbler played hide-and-seek in a brush pile, 
and it never revealed a complete look. Just as shy was a Canada 
Warbler that appeared only long enough to be correctly identified.

Luckily perhaps, there were a few birds that didn’t mind being 
stared at through binoculars. Open views of a Scarlet Tanager, a 
Swainson’s Thrush, and a Ruby-throated Hummingbird allowed 
us to admire these unhurried birds. A Caspian Tern was caught in 
the act of strafing over the water. An Osprey was also patrolling 
the marsh. The bird made several hovering stops, and then plunged 
into the water. Our view momentarily blocked by reeds, the Osprey 
flew up and away while holding a fish in its talons. 

Following a lunch break at the Perry Monument, we took 
a short walk along the Graveyard Trail. Here we had close-
up sightings of a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, a Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, and an Eastern Wood-Pewee. At the banding area 

at Fry’s Landing, we spied two Brown Thrashers foraging on 
the ground. Warbler activity picked up: We found several Bay-
breasteds and American Redstarts, a Blackburnian, two Magnolias, 
a Canada, and another incomplete view of a Wilson’s. While 
meandering through the woods, we stopped abruptly to watch 
a female redstart begin to construct a nest just five feet off the 
ground. The nest foundation was formed with spider silk, small 
fragments of birch bark, and a feather.

 Rather than take the long walk to Gull Point, we decided to 
try the next best thing. We used our scopes to scan part of it from 
Thompson Bay. Unfortunately, there were so many fishing boats 
scattered all over the area that the gulls and terns were constantly 
in flight and unidentifiable from our location. While we were 
scanning the sky, an immature Bald Eagle soared into view, as did 
a much lower flying Killdeer. It was getting late, so we decided to 
make Pine Tree Trail our last destination. Although we encountered 
no new birds, we finally managed to get an open view of a Canada 
Warbler, which was a life bird for one participant.

Our species’ count tallied 68, and 10 of those were warblers. 
The phenomenon of bird migration is what drew us to Presque Isle. 
Although so many Baltimore Orioles, Gray Catbirds, Warbling 
Vireos, Yellow Warblers, and many other species crossed our 
paths, I couldn’t help but think of how little I actually know about 
their lives. What obstacles did they have to endure to come here? 
But today, we admired their beauty, relished their songs and calls, 
and noted what we saw. It made me think, “How I wish May would 
last a little longer!” –by leader Bob VanNewkirk

Piney Tract Area – May 25: All participants agreed that this 
outing was exceptional for the number of rarely seen Pennsylvania 
species (some lifers for many of us this day), and for the ability 
of trip leader Mike Leahy to find them. Starting at the Piney Tract 
(State Game Land 330) on a cloudless morning, we located four of 
the target grassland sparrows within 15 minutes and within a few 
hundred feet of the parking area: Henslow’s Sparrow, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, and Savannah Sparrow.

The Henslow’s Sparrow showed and sang nicely in good 
lighting barely 40 feet from our cars, as Mike explained that this 
location might host the highest density of breeding Henslow’s in 
the state. The Clay-colored Sparrows were a particularly good find 
because they are sensitive to the habitat alterations periodically 
conducted by the Game Commission, and are absent in many 
years. We took plenty of time studying the sparrows’ plumages and 
songs, as all perched and sang at reasonably close distances at one 
time or another during the walk. (Spotting scopes were on hand 
and are recommended here.) 

Walking farther up the slope of this vast reclaimed coal strip 
mine, we saw Northern Harrier, Eastern Bluebird, Chimney Swift, 
Common Yellowthroat, Field Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, and 
Brown Thrasher. We also seemed to be surrounded by singing 
Bobolinks at all times. Turning our attention to the north of the 
parking lot, where the mine was planted with a stand of pine trees, 
a Pine Warbler rewarded our patience with a close look and a song.  

A 10-minute drive to the Mt. Airy area yielded at least three 
and possibly six or more Upland Sandpipers while we viewed 
grassy private properties from the public roads. The birds were 
active, relocating frequently from grass to fence posts to grass, 
and occasionally calling (the call, as we learned, is bizarre and 
unmistakable). Interestingly, on two occasions, the owners of the 
properties we were scanning approached the group and expressed 
interest and approval of our activities. 
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Following lunch at the convenience store in Sligo, our last 
stop was at the Curllsville Strips, where we found at least three 
Prairie Warblers singing. Unfortunately, neither a Dickcissel nor 
a Yellow-breasted Chat (each of which sometimes frequents this 
area) was located; however, another Clay-colored Sparrow was 
spotted in full song.

Among other birds spotted/heard during the outing were Red-
tailed Hawk, Killdeer, Mourning Dove, Northern Flicker, Willow 
Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird, Red-eyed Vireo, Tree Swallow, 
Barn Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, American 
Robin, Yellow Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Eastern 
Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Common Grackle, Baltimore Oriole, Northern Mockingbird, and 
American Crow.  –by participants Jim & Linda Ackerman

Harrison Hills Park – May 31: On a perfectly beautiful 
morning, 16 birders gathered at what had been a traditional 
meeting place in the 1970s – a parking lot where a Golden-winged 
Warbler was usually the first bird we heard singing when we 
opened our car doors. Many birders added this species to their life 
lists in that decade – but no longer. 

My last breeding-season record of Golden-winged at that 
spot was in 1979. The species has vanished not only from the park 
but also from most of its former nesting locations in Pennsylvania 
and elsewhere across its range. The reasons may be habitat loss 
and interbreeding with its close relative, the genetically and 
ecologically dominant Blue-winged Warbler.

It was an example of the outing’s theme, “birds we won’t 
find.” The long-gone breeders also include Broad-winged Hawks 
and Red-shouldered Hawks, which were chased permanently away 
by a pair of Red-tailed Hawks that began to nest nearby in the mid-
1980s and claimed the park as their exclusive territory.

Other species that no longer breed in the park are Willow 
Flycatcher, Prairie Warbler, and Yellow-breasted Chat, which also 
disappeared in the mid-1980s. The meadow habitat they require 

HARD TO SEE – Mike Fialkovich’s June 21 outing to Laurel Summit and Wolf Rocks in 
Westmoreland County had fog, which meant that more birds were heard than seen. Above, 
participants gaze into the foggy distance in Tom Moeller’s photo. At left, in Mike’s photo, 
Tommy Byrnes shows he doesn’t fear high places on Wolf Rocks.

was gradually overtaken by trees in the natural process of plant 
succession. Efforts to restore the original habitat are under way 
thanks to Patrick and Mardelle Kopnicky, who organized the 
Friends of Harrison Hills Park and have enlisted the county parks 
department in habitat restoration.

 Fortunately, the outing offered happier news for two species 
that were formerly common in the park but now persist only in 
small numbers. One was a Kentucky Warbler singing above the 
creekside trail, which we finally saw, thanks to sharp-eyed Mike 
Hamberger. Another species that has declined severely is the 
Cerulean Warbler. Jim Valimont heard two males counter-singing 
far down the slope from the Watts Overlook, and Mike Hamberger 
spotted one of them near an apparent nest.

One of the park’s specialties, usually heard but much harder 
to see, is the Worm-eating Warbler. One sang below us along the 
cliff trail, and after a careful search we finally had great views in 
the open after the two Mikes, Hamberger and Fialkovich, showed 
us exactly where to look.      

An intriguing find for the relatively late date was a singing 
Ovenbird. This warbler has never been known to nest in the park, 
and the question remains whether this day’s bird was a late migrant 
or a potentially new breeding species.

Since 1970 when the park opened, 79 species have been 
listed as confirmed or probable breeders. That is a good total for a 
500-acre area and a testament to the great diversity of habitats. The 
park’s overall bird list now stands at 187 species.

In contrast to the “lost” species, Tree Swallows joined the 
breeding list five years ago. We noticed that they were using at 
least two bluebird boxes near the pond – not necessarily a happy 
occurrence, although we did see a bluebird pair at the site.

Meanwhile, Purple Martins have been showing interest in a 
martin house near the park’s environmental center. Perhaps martins 
will nest in future years for the first time since 1972. That was the 
year when remnants of Hurricane Agnes rained for eight straight 
days in June, ending the supply of flying insects and starving 
almost all of western Pennsylvania’s adult and young martins. 
Many of those old colonies have never recovered.
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By this date, migration’s peak was over, and our total was a 
moderate 48 species. The only certain migrant was a Blackpoll 
Warbler heard by Mike Fialkovich on our way back to conclude 
the outing. –by leader Paul Hess, with special thanks to Mike 
Fialkovich and Jim Valimont for their assistance    

Frick Park – June 8: Twelve eager birders joined for a 
beautiful morning stroll through lower Frick Park along Nine Mile 
Run. Even before leaving the parking lot, we saw and heard some 
of the many birds that nest in the park including Baltimore Orioles, 
Yellow Warblers, and an Indigo Bunting. 

The warm sun shone brightly on the group as leaders Jack and 
Sue Solomon brought us out onto the walking path. Although most 
of the migrants had already gone, there was still plenty to see. We 
recorded 30 species within a couple of hours. Highlights included 
two active Baltimore Oriole nests, a Warbling Vireo sitting on the 
nest, and a Yellow Warbler carrying food (most likely to the nest). 

Last of all, we all heard and then a couple of us saw a male 
Northern Parula. It was a great outing with beautiful weather and 
lots of nesting activity. –by participant Mike Hamberger 

Laurel Summit/Wolf Rocks Trail – June 21: A great turnout 
of 23 people attended this outing to search for high-elevation 
forest birds, particularly warblers. We were greeted with moderate 
rain when we met in Donegal. The rain let up as we arrived at the 
trailhead, but it was quite foggy. The fog never lifted but it created 
cool temperatures and subdued the insects.

We started at Spruce Flats Bog to listen to Hermit Thrushes 
and other birds singing. We had looks at a Blackburnian Warbler 
in a White Pine, heard Chestnut-sided Warblers, a Common 
Yellowthroat, Hooded Warbler, and Blue-headed Vireo. A Dark-
eyed Junco was singing at the bog. A few of the participants found 
a Nashville Warbler, a rare breeder here. Hundreds of Pitcher 
Plants were in full bloom.

Next we hiked two miles on Wolf Rocks Trail in Forbes State 
Forest to the Wolf Rocks overlook. The view from the rocks was 
limited due to fog, but it was a pleasant break before the return 
hike to the parking area. Mountain Laurel was at peak bloom and 
the large Interrupted and Cinnamon Ferns throughout the area are 
beautiful.

Most birds were heard rather than seen, but we managed good 
looks at a Veery, and several were singing and calling. A pair of 
Black-and-white Warblers worked a tree trunk next to the trail. 
A Black-throated Blue Warbler was singing right over the trail, 
allowing good views. A Blue-headed Vireo performed in the same 
manner.

An Eastern Wood-Pewee and a Least Flycatcher were calling 
in the more open section of the forest. We also heard Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers calling and drilling in their distinctive “lack of 
rhythm” style.

While we heard many Chestnut-sided Warblers, we could 
never lay eyes on one. A few of the group saw Canada Warblers 
in two locations. One sang persistently while we were at the Wolf 
Rocks overlook. On the way out, I heard a Northern Parula singing 
at Linn Run State Park.

It was a long hike, but walking through a mountain forest with 
various birds singing along the way and Mountain Laurel blooming 
is a nice way to spend the morning. –by leader Mike Fialkovich

ALASKA HIGHLIGHT – This Willow Ptarmigan near Nome, which 
Sheree Daugherty describes in her lively trip report, was one of 
the exciting species 3RBC members found on their tour of Alaska. 
(photograph by Tom Moeller)

Birding Away

Alaska: Great Birds
and Great Excitement

By Sheree Daugherty
Finally, the trip that I’ve dreamed of for decades! Alaska at 

last! The two-week stay covered a variety of places from the stark 
beauty of St. Lawrence Island in the Bering Sea, to the largest city 
in the state, Anchorage.

Led by our guides, Kip Miller and Mike Champagne, 13 
adventurous travelers set out from Anchorage, headed to St. 
Lawrence Island via Nome. Talk about jumping into the deep end!

Gambell, St. Lawrence Island
The village of Gambell is less than 40 miles from Russia, 

197 miles west of Nome, on the northwestern tip of St. Lawrence 
Island in the Bering Sea. The International Dateline is just off 
shore. Looking to the west, you can see into tomorrow! Gambell 
is one of two settlements on the island and is located on the 
northwestern tip. The native population is Yupik, and most speak 
both English and Russian Yupik.

It’s like no place that I’ve ever experienced. Why go there? 
For the birds! The remote location makes it one of the best places 
to find rare and unusual birds within the USA.

We checked into the spartan Sivuqaq Inn in Gambell and met 
Dave and Jennifer MacKay, who gave us a tutorial on everything 
from the dining hall rules to how to drive an ATV (all-terrain 
vehicle). During our stay, Dave led us to all of the birding hot 
spots, and Jennifer kept us well fed with creative and much 
appreciated comfort food.  

The easiest way to get around on the loose gravel that makes 
up much of the island is by ATV. Two people to each machine, 
we followed in “vrooming” single file over the roads, trails and 
beaches, thereby allowing us to cover much more ground than by 
walking.
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Each morning and evening, we rode out to the beach near the 
Point, the westernmost edge of the island for “sea watch.” There 
we had our first looks at both Horned and Tufted Puffins, King, 
Steller’s, and Common Eiders, Emperor Geese, Harlequin 
and Long-tailed Ducks, along with various murrelets and 
auklets. Humpback and Gray Whales were located by watching the 
horizon for glimpses of backs and tails above the water’s surface, 
or by the exhaled “blows” that hung in the air long after the huge 
sea mammals disappeared below the waves. Common to us in the 
lower 48, but rare in Gambell, a female Bufflehead caused a stir. 

Inland we birded around the partially ice-covered Troutman 
Lake and marshlands for waterfowl and shorebirds, where we 
found a pair of Tufted Ducks and the Eurasian subspecies of the 
Green-winged Teal. Shorebirds included the Common Ringed 
Plover, Rock Sandpiper, Wandering Tattler, and both Pacific and 
American Golden-Plovers. The sighting of the American Golden-
Plover may have been the first for Gambell.

How can I explain the Boneyards? For centuries the native 
Yupik people have left the bones of harvested sea mammals in 
midden heaps. Now the modern Yupiks dig through the piles, 
searching for walrus ivory and bone to carve. These disturbed areas 
attract small birds. Several times a day we fanned out and walked 
through them searching for birds. The footing is treacherous, and 
a misstep can land a person in the bottom of a pit full of “walrus 
tea,” a fate to be avoided. Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspurs, and 
Hoary Redpolls were common in the boneyards. We also found 
White Wagtails and a Red-throated Pipit.

The fog thickened, and we waited to hear if our plane would 
arrive on schedule. By afternoon it looked doubtful. While waiting 
for the call back at the Inn, a radio message came in: someone had 
spotted a Rustic Bunting. An ATV shuttle came back through the 
fog and got us all to the bird. We would spend another night, our 
fifth, on St. Lawrence.

The next morning while at sea watch, the fog lifted and we 
could clearly see the snowy peaks of the Russian coast less than 
40 miles away. The call came that nine of our group and all the 
luggage could fly out at 8:30 AM. Those of us who remained 
behind hoped that the conditions would stay clear long enough 
to get a second plane in. About three hours later, a small eight-
passenger (plus pilot and co-pilot) plane whisked us back to Nome.  

Nome
It is impossible to drive to Nome. Three roads lead out, 

but none of them go anywhere. All terminate abruptly in a dead 
end. Unfortunately, we missed a day in Nome due to the weather-
related delay getting off St. Lawrence Island.  

We drove out Council Road and soon spotted a herd of Musk 
Ox. What strange creatures! When standing still, they look like 
big bales of hay or macramé projects gone bad. Northern Pintails 
were the most common ducks in the roadside pothole ponds. Red-
throated Loons, the first that I had seen in breeding plumage, and 
Pacific Loons were abundant. 

Gulls and terns filled the sky along Safety Sound. Sorting 
through them, we found Sabine’s, Mew, Glaucous, and Vega Gulls, 
and Arctic and Aleutian Terns.  

A daylong drive down Kougarok Road was a bumpy trip. At 
one of our first stops, we found singing Bluethroats, Golden-
crowned Sparrows, and Orange-crowned Warblers. A Willow 
Ptarmigan sat in a bare sapling along the roadside. When we 
stopped to see a lone Musk Ox, a Rock Ptarmigan made an 
appearance – perched, appropriately, on a rock! To cap it off, 
we then saw three Grizzly Bears posing majestically on a rock 
outcropping. What a stop!

Coffee Dome at milepost 72 was our goal. An uphill slog 
through tundra and fog led to the breeding ground of the Bristle-
thighed Curlew. Alpine wildflowers and low blueberries and 
cranberries supplied a welcomed distraction while we climbed. A 
curlew call spurred us on through the fog. With some patience, we 
finally located the sought-after Bristle-thighed along with several 
Whimbrels.  

While loading into the vans at the Aurora Inn on our last 
morning in Nome, someone spied a pod of Beluga Whales cruising 
down the coast. We drove a few blocks down the main street so 
that we could continue to watch them as long as possible.

We arrived at the Bering Air terminal to await our flight back 
to Anchorage. A gangly cow moose and calf ran across the road. A 
tall fence prevented them from getting onto the runway. Stray 
moose, a hazard unique to few airports!

 Anchorage
Before dinner we birded at a local fish hatchery where we 

enjoyed up-close looks at a pair of male Harlequin Ducks. The 

MIXED FLOCK – Thick-billed Murres, 
Common Murres, and Parakeet Auklets are 
among the relatively common alcids birders 
expect to find at sea on a trip to Alaska. 
Murres and auklets fly in a tight, low flock in 
Tom Moeller’s photo. Sheree Daugherty’s trip 
report also lists Horned and Tufted Puffins, 
plus Ancient, Marbled, and Kittlitz’s Murrelets. 
That’s quite a tally of species in the family 
Alcidae, and the northeastern Pacific Ocean 
is a good place to see a remarkable variety of 
them. 



9

The Peregrine

continued from page 8

pattern of blue, russet, and white is amazing!  An American 
Dipper patrolled the waterway, its nest in clear view.

Anchorage has many fine restaurants, and the Copper River 
Salmon had just come into season. The salmon was superb, but 
my favorite dish was the Halibut cheeks, sweet and flaky.

The morning’s birding destination was the West Chester 
Lagoon at the edge of town. Hudsonian Godwits and other 
shorebirds poked along the mudflats. We scoped a Barrow’s 
Goldeneye offshore.

Hillside Park has a nice network of trails that are lighted 
for the long, dark winter hours for winter sports. Here we found 
the most cooperative American Three-toed Woodpecker on 
earth! Twice for extended periods we were able to study the 
female woodpecker while she scoured the conifers for insects. The 
sound of cameras clicking was deafening. 

A brief stop at Campbell Tract turned up a Boreal Chickadee 
and a Hermit Thrush. Fellow hikers gave us tips on bear 
deterrents. Large handguns seemed to be the chosen favorite.

At the Glen Alps trailhead just outside of Anchorage, we had 
close looks at Varied Thrushes and Golden-crowned Sparrows. It 
was an unusually clear day, and we were pleasantly surprised to 
see Denali (Mt. McKinley), at 20,322 feet the tallest mountain in 
North America, in the distance.

Seward / Kenai Peninsula
The travel day from Anchorage to Seward was 127 miles of 

impressive nonstop scenic beauty. With the Chugach Mountains as 
a backdrop, we followed Turnagain Arm, named by William Bligh 
(of Mutiny on the Bounty fame) who served as sailing master on 
Captain Cook’s third and final voyage. The name is especially 
appropriate—they had to turn back again when the inlet proved to 
be a dead end instead of the Northwest Passage.  We made several 
stops to take in the scenery, bird, and stretch our legs. Townsend’s 
Warblers and the “Sooty” Fox Sparrow were added to our growing 
list of bird species. Along the way, we spotted a pair of Dall’s 
Sheep high on the mountain.

The day of the much-anticipated boat tour of Kenai Fjords 
National Park dawned clear and calm. Those acquainted with 
seasickness breathed a sigh of relief! We boarded the Alaskan 
Explorer for a 9 1/2 hour tour out of Seward’s Resurrection Bay 
through the Chiswell Islands and beyond to Northwestern Fjord 
and Glacier.

Almost immediately we saw our first Humpback Whales of 
the day, soon followed by a pod of Orcas. Dall’s Porpoises, which 
resemble mini-Orcas, put on quite a show as they raced alongside 
the ship. Other aquatic mammals included Sea Otters, Harbor 
Seals, and Steller’s Sea Lions.

Puffins were plentiful. Murrelets too: Ancient, Marbled, 
and the one we wanted most, the Kittlitz’s. A single Red-faced 
Cormorant made a quick pass while we were distracted by basking 
Harbor Seals. The ship rounded a massive rock outcropping, 
and we were face to beak with a nesting colony of Black-legged 
Kittiwakes and Common Murres.  

The ship nosed into a fjord at the base of Northwestern 
Glacier. The captain silenced the engines so that we could 
listen. Chunks of blue glacial ice cascaded down the face, and 
movements from deep within the glacier produced a thunder-like 
rumbling. Awe-inspiring and powerful! I felt privileged to witness 

Birding Away this natural wonder. In these days of rapidly retreating glaciers, 
who knows how many years before these sights and sounds will be 
only a historic footnote.

On our final morning together, we headed to Lowell Point. A 
few stops gave us Steller’s Jays, Rufous Hummingbirds, a 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, and a Pine Grosbeak.

Driving the same route back to Anchorage was as spectacular 
as the drive down. For the third time, we checked into the Coast 
International Inn in Anchorage for a final checklist session and 
dinner together. 

Although this trip report is more than twice as long as I 
usually write, I have barely scratched the surface. It was an 
amazing trip! Thanks to our leaders for an excellent job of planning 
a complicated tour. And many thanks to my most excellent 
traveling companions, whose diverse personalities and interests 
added greatly to my enjoyment of the trip. Thank you all!

Until the Next Adventure!

 

CURIOUS SPRITE – We typically see Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
flitting and wheezing through the treetops, but this inquisitive one 
gave Steve Gosser an exceptionally close look along the Butler-
Freeport Trail on April 27, 2014.
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Least Bittern Was Best
in April-May 2014

By Mike Fialkovich, Bird Reports Editor
A Ross’s Goose was discovered during a rainy day at a 

pond on Moody Road in Findlay Township 4/4 (GM). This 
provided the fifth county record, but unfortunately it only stayed 
for an hour or so. The leucistic Canada Goose reported at 
Janoski’s Farm in Findlay during March was seen again 4/13 
(MV).

Some waterfowl remained into April. A female American 
Wigeon lingered at Janoski’s Farm through the period (MV). 
Four Gadwalls were at Moody Road in Findlay 4/13 (MV). 
Four Northern Shovelers were at Duck Hollow on the 
Monongahela River 4/4 (JS, SS) and 5 were at Moody Road 
in Findlay 4/4 (GM). A few Ring-necked Ducks were present 
into April: 3 at Imperial 4/4 (GM), 5 there 4/5, and 2 there 
4/20 (MV); singles were at Duck Hollow 4/4 (JS, SS) and in 
Findlay 4/5 (AP). A few Canvasbacks and Redheads remained 
into early April. A flock of 59 Scaup sp. flew past Dashields 
Dam 4/2 (GM) but were impossible to identify to species due 
to pouring rain. Buffleheads were reported to 4/10, including 
a flock of 56 at Duck Hollow 4/2 (TM, NM) and 130 on the 
Allegheny River from Oakmont to Harmar Township 4/6 (AH, 
PM). Two Surf Scoters were at North Park 4/4 (BM).

A female Hooded Merganser was at Imperial 5/31 (MV), 
a location where they nested in the past. Common Mergansers 
were present in ones and twos during April, and a female was 
at Duck Hollow 5/26 (MVV, MF). Red-breasted Merganser 
numbers were good for the season with a high of 47 at 
Dashields Dam on the Ohio River 4/4 (GM). 

There was a push of late Ruddy Ducks in April and May: 
2 were at Imperial 4/2 (GM) and one until 4/5 (MV), 2 were at 
Dashields Dam 4/2 (GM), 4 were at Duck Hollow 4/20-22 (BB, 
JS, SS), and 4 were at Harmar Township 5/3 (AH, PM). May 4 
seemed to be the day when late Ruddies were present, with one 
at Duck Hollow (TM, NM, MJ), 2 at Dashields (MV), and 20 at 
Sewickley (MV). Seven lingered at Imperial 5/13 (GM). 

Common Loon reports include single birds at Tarentum 
4/13 (RP), North Park 4/25 (JH), Duck Hollow 5/7-10 (MJ, 
RM), and Dashields Dam 5/12 (MV). Red-necked Grebes 
continued into April: one remained at Imperial to 4/6 (GM, BB, 
RM, MJ, MV, MD), 2 were at Duck Hollow 4/4 (JS, SS) and 
one remained to 4/10 (DYe), singles were at Tarentum 4/13 (RP) 
and Sharpsburg 4/17 (OL).

An American Bittern was at Boyce-Mayview Park 4/6-7 
(ST, FK) and one was seen in flight at dusk at nearby Wingfield 
Pines 5/1 (ST), the third or fourth record for that location. A 
male Least Bittern was found and photographed at Imperial 
5/31 (GM, MD). Given the time of year, this could be a 
breeding individual, or at least a male on territory. The sighting 
provided the fourth county record. Todd’s Birds of Western 
Pennsylvania lists three historic records in the county; the most 
recent was from 1924. A Great Egret flew past Dashields Dam 

4/4 (GM), 2 were along the Allegheny River at Aspinwall 4/5 
(DY), and 2 were at Boyce-Mayview Park 5/6 (FK). An adult 
Black-crowned Night-Heron was at Boyce-Mayview Park 4/6 
(FK), the sixth record for the Boyce-MayviewPark/Wingfield 
Pines wetland area, followed by an immature 5/25 (FK). A 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron was at North Park briefly 4/26 
(BP), the first county record.

An amazing flight of Turkey Vultures was noted over 
Shaler Township 4/4. At least 300 birds were flying over 
between rainstorms (JH). Ospreys returned to a nest in 
Leetsdale again this year (GM et al.), and the pair that nested at 
Neville Island last year was back at the nest 4/11 (PB). All three 
Bald Eagle nests in the county were active this spring. The pair 
in the Hays section of Pittsburgh received the most attention 
because a camera was placed near the nest and streamed online. 
Three young continued to do well at that nest as the season 
ended, and all three eventually fledged. After an unsuccessful 
season last year, which consisted of battling to take over a Red-
tailed Hawk nest, the eagle pair in Harmar Township “owned” 
the nest this year. The pair at Crescent Township had two young 
this season. An adult was seen flying over Shaler Township 3/14 
(JH), an unexpected location. 

A leucistic Red-tailed Hawk was seen flying over Bald 
Knob at Imperial 4/27 (AP). This could have been the same 
bird that has been in nearby Clinton. Another leucistic bird 
was observed on the North Side of Pittsburgh 5/20 (AMB). I 
received reports of one at that location for at least three years.

The Peregrine Falcon pair that moved from the Gulf 
Tower in Pittsburgh last year returned to the original nest site 
and hatched 4 young (KSJ). Unfortunately, the pair at the 
Cathedral of Learning in Oakland laid an infertile egg that did 

SUPER RARITY – This Least Bittern photographed by Geoff 
Malosh at the Imperial wetland on May 31 was only the fourth 
record for Allegheny County. It’s fortunate to see one of this 
secretive species perched prominently outside the foliage.

continued on page 11
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not hatch. A search for a nest on the McKees Rocks Bridge by 
the Game Commission was unsuccessful although two adults 
were present (DB).

A Sora was at Boyce-Mayview Park 4/16 (ST). Another 
Sora and a Virginia Rail were at Imperial 4/17 (GM). A 
Sandhill Crane flew over Mount Lebanon 4/11 (eBird, fide 
GM), and 2 were spotted flying over Bald Knob at Imperial 4/18 
(AP).

A Semipalmated Plover was at Imperial 5/4 (GM), and 
one or two were there 5/9 (GM). Two Greater Yellowlegs were 
in Findlay Township 4/5 (AP), one was at Imperial 4/11-17 
(GM), and one was at Duck Hollow 4/27 (RM). A few Lesser 
Yellowlegs were present at Imperial 4/20-5/6 (MV, GM, AP) 
with a high count of 15 on 4/30 (GM), and one was at Duck 
Hollow 5/2 (ST, AP). Solitary Sandpipers were reported 
4/10-5/15 at seven locations (v.o.). A flock of 17 Semipalmated 
Sandpipers were at Imperial 5/17 (GM) and 18 were there 5/30 
(GM, MV), marking the third highest count at that location. 
Up to 3 Least Sandpipers were at Imperial 4/25-5/15 (GM). 
Pectoral Sandpiper reports from that location include 3 on 4/5 
(MV) and single birds 4/30 (GM) and 5/2 (AH, PM). Wilson’s 
Snipe were numerous at Imperial this spring, including 28 on 
4/3 (CB) and 18 on 4/4 (GM). A Long-billed Dowitcher was 
seen briefly and photographed at Imperial 4/30 (GM), nearly 
two years to the day of the previous record there. This was the 
third county record; all have been at Imperial. A Dunlin was 
there 4/2 (JM) followed by one 4/30-5/1 (GM).

The Bonaparte’s Gull migration at Dashields Dam did 
not result in large numbers (at least, not while observers were 
monitoring the site). Birds were counted off and on until 4/27 
(GM et al.) with a high count of 27 on 4/4 (GM). Interestingly, 
reports of this species were fairly widespread across the county 
this spring, an unusual pattern of occurrence. During a rainy day 
4/2, a flock of 70 rested on the river at Duck Hollow (TM, NM) 
and 20 were spotted flying over Imperial (GM). Seven were at 
the Bald Knob Pond at Imperial 4/4 (GM) and 20 were on the 
Allegheny River at Sharpsburg 4/5 (AH). Two were just upriver 
at Fox Chapel 4/5 (AH) and 20 were at Duck Hollow 4/22 (BB).

An early Common Tern flew around the Bald Knob Pond 
at Imperial during rainy weather 4/4 (GM), just the third report 
from that location. A Forster’s Tern on 4/15 (MV) was only 
the second record there. Forster’s Terns at Dashields included 
one 4/4-5 (GM, AP), 2 on 4/27, and singles 4/28 (GM) and 5/12 
(MV), and a nice count of 6 were at Duck Hollow 5/4 (TM, 
NM). A few Caspian Terns passed Dashields from 4/4-5/10 
(GM et al.), with a high count of 5 on 5/4 (MV).

Single Barred Owls were at Sewickley Heights Park 5/4 
(GM) and Boyce-Mayview Park 4/26 into May (FK). Rare here, 
a Red-headed Woodpecker was in Harmar Township 5/13 
(JV).

An Alder Flycatcher was at Imperial 5/12 (GM), the 
third record for that location and a rarely reported migrant in 
Allegheny County. Single Olive-sided Flycatchers were at 
North Park 5/13 (DN), Hartwood Acres 5/14 (DN), Frick Park 

5/22 (JS, SS), Imperial 5/23 (GM), and Frick Park 5/30 (TH).
Three Philadelphia Vireos were reported 5/10 at Frick 

Park (RM), Emmerling Park (DYe), and Boyce-Mayview 
Park (ST). One was in Upper St. Clair 5/11 (ST), one was in 
Sewickley Heights Park 5/13 (SK), and one was photographed 
at Duck Hollow 5/17 (BR).

The pair of Common Ravens that nested in Findlay 
Township last year were nesting there again this spring (GM). A 
pair was observed feeding two juveniles on Brunots Island 5/26 
(MV); an area where they bred in past years. Fish Crows were 
regularly reported in the Squirrel Hill area during the entire 
period (v.o.).

Two Purple Martins were at North Park 4/26 (MF, JH, 
GM, MV) and 4 were at Nevillewood Golf Course in Collier 
Township (where there is a nesting colony) 5/30 (MV). Bank 
Swallow reports include singles at Dashields 4/18 (MD, 
MF), near Clairton 4/23 (JHa), Duck Hollow 4/27 (RM), and 
Dashields 5/10 (GM, JM). Cliff Swallow reports were singles 
at Dashields 4/18 (MD, MF), Duck Hollow 4/27 (RM), and 
Imperial 5/17 (AP). A rare breeder here, Cliff Swallows were 
seen at nests in North Park in April (fide JH).

The only Red-breasted Nuthatch report came from 
Schenley Park 5/8 (KSJ). Up to 2 Winter Wrens were at Frick 
Park from 4/1 to 5/4 (SS et al.), and singles were in Harmar 
Township 4/6 (AH, PM), Homewood Cemetery 4/19 (MF), and 
Boyce-Mayview Park 5/7 (ST). A Marsh Wren was found at 
Wingfield Pines 5/1 (DW), a location with several records of 
this rarity in recent years.

It was a good spring for Swainson’s Thrush sightings with 
widespread reports from various locations. At least 47 were 
heard flying over Moon Township at dawn 5/9 (GM). A Gray-
cheeked Thrush was at Frick Park 5/17 (JC) and 5 were heard 
after dark flying over Moon 5/21 (GM).

After a single report of Cedar Waxwing in January, none 
were reported until late April, and then they were regularly 
reported at various locations.

We had a great total of 34 species of warblers this spring. 
Two Worm-eating Warblers were at Harrison Hills Park 5/10 
through the month (SG, MAT, m.ob.) where they breed. A 
migrant was at Frick Park 5/23 (JHa). Northern Waterthrush 
reports came from nine locations, a good number (v.o.). Single 
Golden-winged Warblers, a species now rarely seen here, were 
reported 5/7: one at Frick Park (AP) and one at Boyce-Mayview 
Park (ST). A hybrid “Brewster’s Warbler” was in Shaler 
Township 5/5 (JH).

It was a good spring for Tennessee Warblers and Bay-
breasted Warblers, which were more numerous than in 
recent years. Rare in spring, Orange-crowned Warblers were 
reported from Frick Park 4/26 (JS, SS), Pleasant Hills 5/3-4 
(JHa, BMu), Boyce-Mayview Park 5/6 (ST), and Schenley 
Park 5/8 (KSJ). Single Mourning Warblers were reported 
at Harrison Hills Park 5/10 (SG, MAT), Frick Park 5/20-21 
(JC, AP, JS, SS), and Schenley Park 5/22 (KSJ). A Cape May 
Warbler was at Wingfield Pines 5/2 (GM), 2 were in Moon 
Township 5/11 (GM), and one was at Harrison Hills Park 5/18 
(PH).

Cerulean Warblers returned to their traditional breeding 
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The Peregrine

THREESOME IN YELLOW – Steve Gosser’s forays around western Pennsylvania in the spring of 2014 gave him opportunities to 
photograph this marvelous triptych of yellow-clad warblers. He found the Blue-winged (left) at Harrison Hills Park in Allegheny County, 
the Yellow (center) at Tarentum in Allegheny County, and the Kentucky at Cochrans Mills in Armstrong County.      

sites at Harrison Hills Park and Sewickley Heights Park (v.o.). 
Pine Warblers, uncommon migrants, included singles at Frick 
Park 4/16 and 4/19 (JS, SS), 2 at Wingfield Pines 5/2 (GM) with 
singles there 4/26 and 5/3 (TJ), and singles at North Park 4/26 
(JH) and Boyce-Mayview Park 5/6 (ST). Canada Warblers 
include singles at Boyce-Mayview Park 5/7-13 (FK, ST), Pine 
Township 5/12-13 (PL, SL), Knob Hill Park 5/14 (KD), Frick 
Park 5/22 (JS, SS), and Sewickley Heights Park 5/23 (GM). 
Wilson’s Warblers were reported at Boyce-Mayview Park 5/6-8 
(ST, FK), Frick Park 5/21 (JS, SS), Schenley Park 5/22 (KSJ), 
Moon Township 5/24-25 (GM), North Park 5/25 (AH, PM), and 
South Fayette Township 5/30 (JHa).

A Summer Tanager was heard singing in Forest Hills 4/29 
(TBl, MBl).

A Lincoln’s Sparrow was in Pine Township 5/6 (PL, 
SL) and one was at Boyce-Mayview Park 5/8-13 (ST, FK). 
A Grasshopper Sparrow was found at Harrison Hills Park 
5/10 (SG, MAT), a first for the park. Grasshopper Sparrows 
returned to Imperial by 4/25 (GM). Savannah Sparrows were 
first detected there 4/5 (JV) and Henslow’s Sparrows 4/17 
(GM). Vesper Sparrows also returned there to dwindling 
habitat due to continued development. The only Fox Sparrows 
noted were singles at Frick Park 3/27-4/1 (JS, SS) and Boyce-
Mayview Park 4/10 (FK). A White-throated Sparrow with 
white central tail feathers visited a yard in McCandless 
Township 4/22 (MKe). White-crowned Sparrows were noted 
4/28-5/11 from eight locations (v.o.).

The male Baltimore Oriole that visited a feeder in 
Aspinwall all winter continued to at least 4/24 (CH). A few 
Bobolinks returned to Imperial (AP, GM), but the area they 
frequented last year is being developed. A great count of 19 

Rusty Blackbirds were in Schenley Park 4/11 and 4 were still 
there 4/18 (KSJ); one was in Frick Park 4/11 (JC) and 2 were at 
Imperial 4/25 (GM).

Purple Finch reports were numerous. Two were in Pine 
Twp. the entire season (PL, SL). One was at Frick Park 4/1 
(JS, SS) and one was singing in Penn Hills 4/5 (MF). Three 
visited a feeder in Natrona Heights 4/13 (PH) and three were 
in Sewickley Heights Park 4/11 (GM). One visited a feeder in 
Pleasant Hills 4/14 (MH), one was at Harrison Hills Park 4/19 
(JC), one was in Hampton Twp. 5/4 (DN), single birds were 
seen at Sewickley Heights Park 4/24 (GM) and 4/28 (RM) and 
one was at Frick Park 5/17 (JC).

Exotic: A Chukar was in a yard in West Mifflin 5/17 
(JFe). Often used for training dogs, an escapee may show up 
anywhere.

Observers: Meg Bledsoe (MBl), Tony Bledsoe (TBl), Ann 
Marie Bosnyak (AMB), Dan Brauning, Bill Brown, Cathy 
Brown, Paul Brown, Jack Chaillet, Michael David, Karyn 
Delaney, Joe Fedor (JFe), Mike Fialkovich, Steve Gosser, 
Cecelia Hard, Malcolm Harter, Jim Hausman (JHa), Amy 
Henrici, Paul Hess, Joyce Hoffmann, Todd Hooe, Tim Johnson, 
Matthew Juskowich, Fred Kachmarik, Margie Kern (MKe), 
Scott Kinzey, Oliver Lindhiem, Pat Lynch, Sherron Lynch, Bob 
Machesney, Geoff Malosh, Ryan McDermott, Jeff McDonald, 
Pat McShea, Nancy Moeller, Tom Moeller, Bob Mulvihill (BMu), 
Dick Nugent, Brad Peroney, Aidan Place, Rob Protz, Barb 
Riedel, Kate St. John (KSJ), Jack Solomon, Sue Solomon, Mary 
Ann Thomas (MAT), Shannon Thompson, Mark VanderVen 
(MVV), Jim Valimont, Mark Vass, Dave Wilton, Dan Yagusic, 
David Yeany (DYe), various observers (v.o).
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