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Learn Screech-Owl Secret s

at Our Meeting on April 20 

Screech-Owls rank high on most people’ s lists of favorite

birds, and we will learn a lot about them at our next meeting on

W ednesday , April 20, at the Phipps Garden Center in Shadyside.

“Screech-Owl S tudies” by Bill Beatty of W est Liberty , W est

V ir ginia, will take us through 25 years of screech-owl encounters

involving surveys, trapping, and nestbox monitoring.  The show

will feature many photos of owls by Bill and information about

how he photographed them.  Doors will open at 6:30 PM for

socializing, and the meeting will begin at 7:30.   

Bill and his wife, Bev , operate W ild & Natural, a firm that

provides nature photos to book and magazine publishers and pres -

ents nature and environmental education programs for schools in

Ohio, Pennsylvania, and W est V ir ginia.  He has been a full-time

naturalist for over 25 years, including 18 as naturalist at Oglebay

Park in Wheeling.  She has been a full-time teacher , an associate

editor for the American Zoological Association, and a woodcarver

specializing in nature-related themes.  Both of them have degrees

in biology from W est Liberty S tate College in W est V ir ginia.   

The Garden Center is at 1059 Shady A venue behind the

Pittsbur gh Center for the Arts, Fifth and Shady A venues.  Parking

is 25 cents an hour in a metered lot, and more parking is available

on Shady and Beechwood Boulevard.  For details, see

<www .phipps.conservatory .or g/information/directions.html>.  

***

LOOKING AHEAD:  Members will show their favorite

nature slides at our meeting on W ednesday , July 6.  

Chuck T ague Inaugurates

a New Column, “Bird W atch”

By Paul Hess, Editor

Many of our members know Chuck T ague from his former Natur e

Obser ver News , an interesting, fact-filled, movingly expressive

newsletter .  He taught us to look more closely at the natural world.

Chuck is donating his talents to The Peregrine with a new , regular col -

umn titled “Bird W atch,” which will tell us a lot about birds and the

people who love them.  His opening essay about the amazing behavior

of Florida Scrub-Jays is on page 5.  

Judging by the enthusiastic reaction to my announcement of the

column at our last 3RBC meeting, President Jack Solomon was on tar -

get when he asked Chuck to consider writing it for us.      

Chuck and his wife, Joan, are at left in a photo of Cook Forest

outing participants on page 7.  “It is a pleasure to have such wonderful

naturalists as Chuck and Joan T ague make an outing more informa -

tive,” leader Mike Leahy says in his report. “Bird W atch” will make

The Per egrine more informative too.

NO FEAR – Florida Scr ub-Jays ar e fearless, as we learn in Chuck

T ague’ s inaugural “Bir d W atch” on page 5.  He photographed this

one at Deltona, Florida, on Febr uar y 5, 2005.

PIERCING ST ARE – Bill Beatty of W est V ir ginia photographed this

Eastern Scr eech-Owl during a quar ter -centur y of studying the species.

He will shar e his knowledge at our April 20 meeting. 
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President’ s Message: Let’ s

Thank Our W ebsite T rio    

By Jack Solomon

In my last message, I talked about what a great resource

3RBC’ s website is.  Now I’ll talk about the people who make it

work: Julia Pahountis-Opacic, Liz Barrow , and Bob Lucas.

It was a stroke of luck that we found Julia.  She showed up at

our informal or ganizational meeting in 2001 after she had read my

post on the P Abirds listserv seeking a volunteer to create a web -

site.  Julia told us that she built and maintained websites. A 300-

watt bulb lit above my head:  W e had a webmaster!

Julia’ s interest in birds goes back to her teens, and she credits

her godmother for teaching her how to identify birds.  Julia is a

Senior S taf f Systems Analyst at the Alcoa research and technology

center in W estmoreland County , developing software and websites

for manufacturing processes and business systems.  In her free

time, she is busy creating websites and has a clever one of her

own < http://nuttybirdwatcher .com >.

T eaching and assisting other or ganizations and small busi -

nesses with websites is another of her activities, and she enjoys

working on several of her family’ s genealogy databases.  When

she retires from her job within five years, she says she will spend

most of her time birding.  Her motto is “Embarked on a never -

ending adventure.”  She has a lot of birding to catch up on.

Oddly , for someone as interested and knowledgeable as Julia is

about birds, I rarely see her out birding.  She once told me that she

birds when on vacation, but not much at other times. 

Julia is a club president’ s dream come true. Her usual com -

ment when I make a request is: “W e can do that. Y eah, we can

do that.” The only thing she ever asked of me was to find some -

one to help out with website maintenance when she was away on

vacation.  Which brings me to Liz.

Liz Barrow is Julia’ s assistant webmaster . I knew Liz from

meetings of the Nine Mile Run W atershed Association and learned

that she had a significant interest in birding.  But I had no idea

what she did or what skills she had. In fact, I thought her hus -

band, Bob Lucas, was the person who could help Julia on the

website committee.

Bob always had his hand-held computer whenever I saw him

and Liz together (and when I saw him by himself, too).  He pho -

tographed a shaggy mane mushroom (a life fungus for me) when

he and Liz found it on one of 3RBC’ s early outings to Presque

Isle. That may have been when I found out that both Liz and Bob

are active in the W estern Pennsylvania Mushroom Club.  I asked

him to be on the website committee, and he said he’d consider it.

He got back to me, asking if he could ask Liz to serve, too.

“She’ s really the one who knows this stuf f,” Bob explained.  On

days like that, I find it very easy to be a bird club president.

While he’ s interested in much of natural history , for birds,

Bob said, “Liz was interested; I picked it up from her .”  His cyber -

skills are mostly self-taught, but he took some computer -related

courses at Carnegie-Mellon University .  He and Liz discovered

3RBC via another nature-oriented activity at Beechwood Farms

Nature Reserve.

Liz is active in V enture Outdoors, where she chairs the

Pittsbur gh Of f Road Cyclists and is active in the climbing group.

She is the mushroom club’ s webmaster and is a technical writer ,

documenting software.

Under Julia’ s leadership, with assistance from Liz and Bob,

we have a first-class website, totally done by volunteer labor .

Think of them the next time you log on. Make it soon.

Letter to the Editor

By Brian Shema

After reading the letter to the editor in the last issue of The

Per egrine , a familiar scenario replayed in my mind. On one of

our trips to Moraine S tate Park this past year , I was reminded of

what our club stands for .  After a fairly slow day of waterfowl

watching, our group happened upon an adult Bald Eagle soaring

over the lake at the Route 528 bridge. Every pair of eyeballs in

the group turned to the sky to witness this magnificent sight,

except for two (eyeballs that is). While each of us took a few

moments to study the bird, its plumage and its power , our presi -

dent, Jack Solomon, scanned the parking area under the bridge for

potential students. And there, across the parking area, near the

restrooms, Jack spotted a youngster and his father . As we all con -

tinued to look at the colossal bird flying over our heads, Jack

made his way across the parking area to the youngster , and handed

his binoculars over so that he too, could enjoy being in the pres -

ence of our national symbol. And while Jack didn’ t think any -

thing of his actions, I did.

(Editor ’ s note:  Brian r efers to a letter fr om a beginning bir d -

er who thanked the leader and club members for making him feel

welcome at a r ecent outing.)
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Outings to Come:   

More Fun with Migrant s 

By Jim V alimont, Outings Chairman

W ednesday , April 6 – Lake Ar thur: Carol and Fred

McCullough (412-921-6873) will be our leaders.  Meet at 8 AM in

the first parking lot on the right in the Moraine S tate Park Day

Use Area (South Shore).  From I-79, take Route 422 east toward

Butler and exit at the Moraine S tate Park exit.  At the end of the

ramp, turn left and go straight into the park until you see the first

major parking area on your right, where we will meet.  Allow one

hour to drive from Pittsbur gh.  Those who wish can carpool at 7

AM at the park-and-ride lot at Routes 19 and 228 (across from

Denny’ s) in Cranberry T ownship.  Enter the lot from the service

road accessible from the Bur ger King on Route 19.  

Saturday , April 9 – Y ellow Cr eek S tate Park: This will be

a joint outing of our club and the T odd Bird Club.  Meet Scott

Speedy (724-639-3517) at the park of fice at 8 AM.   The of fice is

on Route 259 just of f Route 422 east of Indiana.  Allow an hour

and 15 minutes to drive from Pittsbur gh.  The park contains

diverse habitats and a lar ge lake that attracts a wide variety of

species.  Some waterfowl numbers have been spectacular , and

there is always a good chance to see rarities.  

Sunday , April 10 – Lower Buf falo Cr eek W atershed:

Mary Groome (304-242-8562) will lead this outing.  Meet at 8

AM in the parking lot near the S-bridge.  From Pittsbur gh, take I-

79 south to I-70, then I-70 west to the T aylorstown exit.  At the

stop sign turn left.  At the next stop sign, turn right.  After about

one mile, go straight through the blinking red light and meet in the

parking area about 200 yards on the left.  If you get lost, ask for

directions to the historic S-shaped bridge, a local landmark.  Be

prepared for muddy trails and pack a lunch to stay into the after -

noon.   

W ednesday , April 13 – W oodcock W alk: Meet leader

T ommy Byrnes (724-275-7230) at 7 PM in the Ames/Giant Eagle

parking lot just of f the Harmar exit of Route 28 in northern

Allegheny County .  Meet in front of the old Ames store.  W e will

carpool a short distance to a field that produced a lot of American

W oodcocks last year .  Be prepared for mud and bring a flashlight

to see the display flight of the T imberdoodle.  

Saturday , April 16 –  Pr esque Isle: This will be a leader -

less outing at one of Pennsylvania’ s greatest birding locations.

Meet at 9 AM at the first parking lot on the right after entering the

park.  From Pittsbur gh, take I-79 north until it ends. T ake the exit

for Route 5 west (also called W est 12th S treet) and continue for

about one mile. T urn  right onto Route 832, which leads directly

into the park.  Allow 2.5 hours to drive from Pittsbur gh.  Many

waterbirds and early migrant songbirds should be around, but you

never know what to expect here.  Presque Isle has produced some

of the state’ s best (and only) records of rarities.  Bring a lunch or

join the group at a restaurant near the park.

Saturday , April 23 – Frick Park: Join Jack and Sue

Solomon (412-521-3365) for the spring’ s first outing here.  The

park is an excellent migrant trap that sometimes has a great vari -

ety of warblers.  Meet in the Frick Environmental Center parking

lot of f Beechwood Boulevard at 7:30 AM.  

Sunday , April 24 –  Frick Park: Meet Jack and Sue

Solomon again in the Frick Environmental Center parking lot at

7:30 AM.

Sunday , April 24 – Lower Buf falo Cr eek W atershed:

Larry Helgerman (412-531-9273) will lead this outing.  Meet at

7:30 AM.  For directions, see April 10.  

Saturday , April 30 – Harrison Hills Park and Buf falo

Cr eek V alley: Meet leader Jim V alimont (412-828-5338) at this

county park of f Freeport Road between Natrona Heights and

Freeport.  As you enter the park, bear left and meet in the first

parking lot on the left at 8:15 AM.  Dress for wet grass and mud.

W e will break for lunch late in the morning and then visit the

Buf falo Creek area in southeastern Butler County .  Brian Shema

(412-963-6100) will guide us, perhaps to the Horigan property , the

newest Audubon Society of W estern Pennsylvania sanctuary .  T ake

Route 28 north to Exit 17 (Butler/Freeport), Route 356.  T urn right

at the end of the ramp onto Route 356 north.  Just after crossing

the Route 28 overpass, meet in the park-and-ride lot on the left at

1 PM.  Depending on the number of cars, we will carpool to the

limited parking area on Monroe Road.  

Saturday , April 30 –  Mingo Cr eek Park, W ashington

County: Geor ge Bercik (412-655-4701) will lead us in searching

for migrants at this park near Finleyville.  Meet Geor ge at 9 AM at

the Ebenezer covered bridge.  From Pittsbur gh take Route 51

south to Route 88 south.  South of Finleyville, begin tracking your

mileage at a traf fic light at a Giant Eagle store.  At 3 miles turn

right onto Ginger Hill Road.  (There is a high bridge here.)  At

about 200 yards, turn right onto Little Mingo Creek Road.  At 1.2

miles, turn left at the Mingo Creek Park sign.  At 2.2 miles, turn

left at the stop sign.  At 0.7 miles, turn left to the Ebenezer bridge.

Meet in the parking lot at the bridge, where there are restrooms

and a picnic pavilion.

Sunday , May 1 – Moraine S tate Park: This will be dif fer -

ent from past outings when we drove around looking for water -

birds.  Bob Machesney (412-366-7869) will take us to a more

remote area of the park on an all-morning hike to Muddy Creek,

the main source of water for Lake Arthur , and to an abandoned

railroad bed.  W e may find waterbirds in the flooded area along

the trail, but our main focus will be passerines in the Frank

Preston Conservation Area.  Bring water , lunch, footwear for

muddy trails, and raingear .  (It always rains on Bob’ s outings!)

Y ou should be in good physical condition.  Most of the trail is

fairly level, but we may take a bridle trail to the top of the hill.  At

the farthest point, we may be over two miles from the parking lot.

Meet in the parking lot under the Route 528 bridge at 7 AM.  This

area has a comfort station, but none will be available during the

hike.  W e will caravan about 3 miles to the trailhead.  From I-79,

take Route 422 east toward Butler , then Route 528 north several

miles.  At the north end of the high bridge over Lake Arthur , make

an immediate right turn into the boat launch area.  

Friday-Sunday , May 6-8 – Crane Cr eek W eekend: Jack

and Sue Solomon (412-521-3365) will be our guides for this

weekend trip (longer if you wish) to bird the Lake Erie shoreline

areas just east of T oledo, Ohio.  Crane Creek S tate Park is just

north of Route 2, east of T oledo and west of Port Clinton.   There

will be a sign for the park on Route 2.  Drive all the way into the

park, and park in the lot.  Meet at the entrance to the boardwalk at

8 each morning.  This area is famous for spectacular numbers of

continued on page 4
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migrants under the right conditions.  W e may also visit nearby

Metzger Marsh and Ottawa National W ildlife Refuge.  There are

many hotels and campgrounds in the area, but you are advised to

make reservations in advance.  This is the best time for walleye

fishing and the motels fill up.  See the 3RBC website for hotels

and discounts.  The Best W estern Motel in Port Clinton will be our

informal headquarters.  Our first gathering will be at 7 PM on

Friday in the Best W estern lobby .  From the T oledo area, it is not

far to Point Pelee in Ontario.  Jack and Sue will be staying until

Thursday , May 12, and may travel to Pelee for one or more days.

All are welcome to join them.  Besides the article on our website,

find information on Crane Creek by phone at 419-836-7758 or on

the web at <www .dnr .state.oh.us/parks/parks/cranecrk.htm>.    

Saturday , May 7 – Boyce Park: Joe W alko (724-733-4980)

will lead us through this often-overlooked park in search of

migrants.  From Pittsbur gh, take the Parkway East (Route 376),

and bear left onto Route 22 toward Murrysville.  Exit Route 22

onto the Route 286 ramp on the right.  At the third light (about 3

miles), turn left onto Frankstown Road.  After about 2 miles, bear

right onto Pierson Run Road.  In a half-mile, bear right at the Y -

intersection, staying on Pierson Run Road.  Continue another half-

mile to the top of the hill and turn right at a sign for the soccer

fields.  Meet in the soccer fields parking area at 7:30 AM. 

Sunday , May 8 – Buf falo Cr eek V alley: Brian Shema (412-

963-6100) will guide us to this wonderful area, which may include

a visit to the Horigan property , the Audubon Society of W estern

Pennsylvania’ s newest sanctuary .  T ake Route 28 north to Exit 17

(Butler/Freeport), Route 356.  T urn right at the end of the ramp

onto Route 356 north.  Just after crossing the Route 28 overpass,

meet in the park-and-ride lot on the left at 8 AM.  Depending on

the number of cars, we will carpool to the limited parking area on

Monroe Road.  

W ednesday , May 1 1 – W oodcock W alk: Meet leader

T ommy Byrnes (724-275-7230) at 7:30 PM at the Ames/Giant

Eagle parking lot just of f the Harmar exit of Route 28 in northern

Allegheny County .  Meet in front of the old Ames store.  W e will

carpool a short distance to a field that produced a lot of American

W oodcocks last year .  Be prepared for mud and bring a flashlight

to see the display flight of the T imberdoodle.

Saturday , May 14 – Pennsylvania Migration Count:

Carol and Fred McCullough (412-921-6873) are the Allegheny

County compilers for this annual event.  See their announcement

on page 12, and please contact them for an area to cover . 

Saturday , May 14 – Frick Park: Join leaders Jack and Sue

Solomon (412-521-3365) on Migration Count day .  The park is an

excellent migrant trap that can sometimes have a great variety of

warblers.  Meet at the Frick Environmental Center parking lot of f

Beechwood Boulevard at 7:30 AM.  

Sunday , May 15 – Lower Buf falo Cr eek W atershed:

Larry Helgerman (412-531-9273) will lead this outing.  Meet at

7:30 AM.  For directions, see April 10. 

Friday-Sunday , May 20-22 – PSO Meeting at Clarion:

The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology will hold its annual

meeting at the Clarion Holiday Inn, including many outings on

Saturday and Sunday mornings.  See the article on this page for

details.

Saturday , May 21 – Bell’ s Farm : Join Ralph Bell (724-

883-4505) at 9 AM at his farm in Greene County .  Eastern

Bluebirds that feed out of your hand, nesting American Kestrels

up close and personal, and possible Summer T anagers are features

of this perennially favorite outing.  Bring lunch and spend all day .

T ake I-79 south to the Ruf f Creek exit.  T urn left onto Route 221,

drive under the interstate, continue 5 miles to a golf course, and

turn left onto Route 188 toward Jef ferson.  In Jef ferson, turn left

onto Pine S treet, then proceed downhill and under the railroad

bridge.  Go straight up the hill for 0.5 mile and turn at the “R. Bell

T ree Farm” sign.  Park 0.5 mile down the road.

Sunday , May 29 – Lower Buf falo Cr eek W atershed:

Larry Helgerman (412-531-9273) will lead another visit to this

exceptional birding area.  Meet at 7:30 AM.  For directions, see

April 10.

Saturday , June 4 – Pymatuning/Conneaut Ar ea: Chuck

T ague (412-488-8760) will lead this search for breeding marsh

birds and migrating shorebirds.  T ar get species include Common

Moorhen, V ir ginia Rail, Sora, Marsh W ren, Bald Eagle, Black

T ern, Prothonotary W arbler , and perhaps bitterns.  Meet at the

Linesville W ildlife Learning Center , formerly the W aterfowl

Museum at 8 AM.  Bring lunch.

Saturday , June 1 1– Ohiopyle S tate Park: Mike Fialkovich

(412-731-3581) will lead this outing in search of breeding birds,

including Golden-winged, Blue-winged, and Prairie W arblers.

Meet at the Dairy Queen restaurant of f the Donegal exit of the

Pennsylvania T urnpike at 7 AM.  Bring lunch.

***

FOR THE REST OF JUNE, GET OUT THERE AND DO

YOUR BREEDING BIRD A TLAS BLOCKS!

PSO Meeting to Feature 

Field T rip s and Programs

The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology will hold its

annual meeting on May 20-22 in Clarion, featuring a strong slate

of speakers and field trips hosted by the Seneca Rocks Audubon

Society .  Events at the Clarion Holiday Inn will include short ses -

sions Saturday afternoon on the Breeding Bird Atlas, research on

the Allegheny Plateau, studies of the Golden-winged W arbler , and

ef fects of the spruce budworm outbreak in Canada on nesting pop -

ulations of birds in the 1970s.

Field trips are scheduled at five western Pennsylvania

birding hotspots:  Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary , Buzzard

Swamp, Clear Creek S tate Forest, Cook Forest S tate Park, and the

Piney T ract.  The Saturday night banquet speaker is Doug Gross, a

Pennsylvania Game Commission biologist, who will discuss

Northern Saw-whet Owl research in the state.  The banquet pro -

gram will include presentation of the Earl L. Poole A ward to

Mar garet Buckwalter of Clarion County for significant contribu -

tions to ornithology in the state.  For information on registering,

contact Shonah Hunter , < shunter@lhup.edu >.    

continued fr om page 3
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Bird W atch

Florida’ s Fearless Jays

Are “Flying Monkeys”

By Chuck T ague

L yonia Preserve in Deltona, Florida, is an urban greenway .

Surrounded by homes, shops, a library , and a school in a growing

central Florida town, it preserves 380 acres of Florida oak scrub, a

habitat that now covers a small fraction of its historic distribution.

L yonia Preserve is named for the Rusty L yonia, a tree found only

in this unique habitat.  The preserve is an accessible place to expe -

rience the Florida scrub.  It is also a great place to observe Florida

Scrub-Jays.

Even in an urban setting, birding the Florida scrub is not for

the weak or timid.  The sun is brutal on the shadeless ancient

seabed.  The oak thickets are impenetrable.  Thorns and spines rip

cloth and flesh.  Scattered ponds and potholes breed vicious mos -

quitoes.  Snakes, lizards, and scorpions lurk along the trails.

Gopher T ortoises excavate treacherous, ankle-breaking pits, and

bands of scrub-jays char ge like the flying monkeys in The W izar d

of Oz .  Okay , the hazards are greatly exaggerated.  The behavior

of the jays is not.

When a birder is fortunate enough to get a close look at song -

birds in flight, it is invariably a fleeting glimpse of their rear ends.

Feathered projectiles flush with a whir of wings, then scatter .  In a

blink, bird butts disappear through the brush.  Florida Scrub-Jays

are contrary , rule-breaking critters.  When humans enter their terri -

tory , they don’ t flee; they char ge the intruders with fearless curios -

ity .

These marauding bands of jays are extended families, five to

ten birds strong.  Florida Scrub-Jays ( Aphelocoma coer ulescens )

are one of the few avian practitioners of cooperative breeding.

The family consists of a mated pair , their most recent of fspring

and nest helpers.  Nest helpers are mature, unmated of fspring that

assist their parents with all nesting activities except nest building

and incubation.  This strategy increases nest success and provides

valuable experience for the helpers.  Most family groups have one

or two helpers, although research has documented up to six.

The W estern, Florida, and Island Scrub-Jays were considered

one species until the American Ornithologists’ Union split them

into three separate species in 1995.  The Florida bird is separated

from the W estern species by nearly a thousand miles and even far -

ther from the Island species, which lives only on California’ s

Channel Islands.  The Florida bird is also physically distinct and

the only scrub-jay that employs cooperative breeding.  

The distribution of the Florida Scrub-Jay is entirely within

the Florida peninsula and corresponds to the distribution of its

scrub habitat.  In fact, it is the only species of bird endemic to

Florida (that is, the only bird found nowhere but in Florida).

The Florida oak scrub is fire-dependent.  W ithout periodic

lightning-sparked fires, tall trees such as T urkey Oak and Sand

Pine take over .  Scrub-jays will not breed in oak thickets over 10

feet high or if trees make up 50 percent of the canopy .

Don A. W ood, in Florida’ s Fragile W ildlife (University Press

of Florida, 2001), speculates that the Florida Scrub-Jay’ s coopera -

tive breeding strategy is a response to the fragmented, ephemeral

nature of their fire-dependent habitat.  Citrus cultivation plus

urban and suburban expansion have greatly reduced the habitat for

Florida Scrub-Jays.  Additionally , decades of fire suppression have

rendered much of the remaining scrub unsuitable for breeding,

although controlled burns and recent drought-related wildfires

should prove beneficial.

Joan and I first visited L yonia Preserve in March 2004.  W e

were intrigued by its description in the Great Florida Birding T rail

guide.  On previous visits to Florida we had added Florida Scrub-

Jay to our list by following the instructions in the Florida birders’

bible, A Bir der ’ s Guide to Florida by Bill Pranty .  As Pranty sug -

gests, we drove the roads though Merritt Island National W ildlife

Refuge until we spotted one or two jays perched on a utility wire.

These sightings were adequate for identification, but at 40 miles

per hour they were far from satisfying, and we certainly never

experienced the natural tameness nor the unique adaptations of

this species.

W e also observed jays on the Sand Ridge T rail at Merritt

Island and at the Ocala National Forest.  However , we were not

prepared for what happened at L yonia Preserve.  Fifteen minutes

into our hike along the well-marked trails, I took a detour to pho -

tograph some plants.  Joan continued through a Sand Pine grove.

When Joan screamed, I abandoned my tripod and camera, only to

discover that Joan was screaming with delight.  There was a

Scrub-Jay perched on her hat.  I kicked myself for missing the

photo of a lifetime, but my despair was unwarranted.  T wo hours

later I’d shot three rolls of film.  Scrub-Jays not only posed on

Joan’ s hat, but on her arm, my arm, around our feet, on trail mark -

ers, on trailside twigs, and atop small shrubs.  The only shot I

missed was of a jay perched on my camera.

Joan commemorated the day by purchasing a Scrub-Jay pin

for her hat.  W e returned to L yonia Preserve in February 2005.

W e were there less than five minutes when the first family of jays

came at us like the front line of the S teelers’ kick-return team.  As

you can see from the bird on Joan’ s hat, Scrub-Jays are both fear -

less and curious.  

***

BEFORE YOU GO:  Deltona, a short drive from the Daytona

and the Orlando areas, is well worth a half-day visit.  The L yonia

Preserve is part of the Great Florida Birding T rail.  Directions and

descriptions of this and other Florida birding sites are in guides

that may be downloaded at <http://floridabirdingtrail.com.> or by

mail at GFBT , 620 South Meridian S treet, T allahassee, FL 32399-

1600.  A detailed trail guide to the preserve is available from

V olusia County: < www .vcpl.lib.fl.us/pdf/Guide-2001.pdf >.

A FRIEND INDEED – When this Florida Scr ub-Jay stopped for

a look at the scr ub-jay on Joan T ague’ s hat pin, Chuck’ s camera

caught the visit. 
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An A ward-winning Path

From Ballet to Bird S tudy

By Paul Hess, Editor

Felicity Newell of Pittsbur gh fell in love with dance and pur -

sued professional-level ballet training for 12 years – not the usual

path toward an ornithological career .  But after a sudden switch

from ballet to bird study , she has gained remarkably swift

achievements.

Last year Felicity received a prestigious national award from

the W ilson Ornithological Society for her senior tutorial combin -

ing a double major in English and biology at Chatham College.  It

was the Hall/Mayfield A ward in recognition of her research proj -

ect titled “Nest site selection:  A comparison of success and habi -

tat for the W ood Thrush and American Robin in Southwestern

Pennsylvania.”  The award included a grant enabling her to con -

duct a second year of fieldwork designed to study why species

such as the robin breed successfully in fragmented forests around

human development, while others such as the thrush are unsuc -

cessful.

Felicity studied six fragmented sites at parks in northern

Allegheny County: urban sites at Schenley Park, Frick Park, and

Guyasuta Camp, and three suburban sites at North Park, Deer

Lakes Park, and Hartwood Acres.  She compared her results at

those locations with results in a lar ge, unfragmented forest at

Powdermill Nature Reserve in W estmoreland County .  Felicity

found and monitored 193 nests during two breeding seasons, ana -

lyzing them in terms of nest success, area of site, distance from

the forest edge, density of territory , vegetational structure at the

site, and particular nest location within the vegetation.

Robins were most abundant in fragmented woodlands, and

their nest success was highest at the three urban sites.  She found

that W ood Thrush nest success was quite good even in fragmented

woods around urban areas.  Felicity reported significant dif fer -

ences between the heights at which the two species built their

nests.  Heights above ground averaged four meters for W ood

Thrush nests (most often in spicebush) and five meters for robin

nests (most often in maple branches).  She also recorded dif fer -

ences in the two species’ nest success that were related to the type

and density of the forest understory .

Her research design, the scope of her data collection and

analysis, the insight of her interpretations, and the clarity of her

writing were well beyond the usual level of quality for an under -

graduate project — assets the W ilson Society recognized in honor -

ing her with the award.  Bob Mulvihill, field ornithology projects

coordinator at the Powdermill A vian Research Center , commented,

“Having worked with upwards of 100 college-age interns and field

assistants over the last 10 years, I can tell you that Felicity has an

exceptional aptitude for working in the field of what might be

called conservation ornithology .”

All of this came a long time after the start of a promising

career in professional dance.  Felicity trained with the Pittsbur gh

Y outh Ballet and Point Park Ballet from 1990 to 1999 and was an

apprentice with the Colorado and Louisville Ballets in 1998-1999.

T urning her life in a completely new direction, she went back to

college from 2000 to 2004 to study English and biology .  She

received the Chatham College Senior Biology A ward, an Air and

W aste Management Association scholarship, and a Chatham

College Academic Merit A ward scholarship.

Her interests in nature and the outdoors extend back to her

childhood.  Inspired by Hal Harrison’ s Field Guide to Bir ds’ Nests ,

which she received as a birthday gift, she discovered her first

W ood Thrush nest at age 12.  

Felicity has been a bird-banding intern at Powdermill since

the spring of 2004.  Last spring and summer she also participated

in Powdermill’ s major research project investigating Louisiana

W aterthrush biology , with responsibilities that included finding

and monitoring nests, and banding adults and nestlings.  She

hopes to move on to graduate studies in conservation biology or a

related field and eventually to a career in avian research.   

THRUSHES UP-CLOSE – The joys of ornithology ar e evident in

this pair of pictur es: above, Felicity Newell with a W ood Thr ush at

the Powdermill bir d banding center; below , hungr y W ood Thr ush

nestlings that she discover ed as par t of awar d-winning r esear ch

into W ood Thr ush and American Robin nesting success.

SUCCESSFUL SEARCHING – Besides finding this W ood Thr ush

nest during her r esear ch, Felicity Newell confirmed 25 species as

br eeding in 2004 for the Pennsylvania Br eeding Bir d Atlas 
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CHILL Y FUN – Par ticipants in the outing at Cook

For est on Febr uar y 19 wer e r eady for the 10-degr ee

chill.  W alking sticks helped on the for est’ s slipper y

trails.  The intr epid bir ders wer e Chuck and Joan

T ague, Fr ed and Car ol McCullough, leader Mike

Leahy , Ursula Kopp, Len Evans, and Melanie Claus.

Missing is Donna Foyle, because she  was behind the

camera.  Among the day’ s highlights was a look at the

tallest tr ee in Pennsylvania, the Longfellow Pine, a

White Pine that is 182 feet tall and 1 1.3 feet in cir -

cumfer ence, which qualifies it as not only the biggest

in Pennsylvania but also the thir d lar gest tr ee east of

the Mississippi River .  The for est also has the tallest

Eastern Hemlock and tallest White Oak tr ees in the

nor theastern United S tates, as well as the thir d lar gest

Black Cher r y in the nor theast.

Outings Revisited: W inter

S pecialties T op the List s

Lawr ence and Mer cer Counties – Januar y 29: This was

our first small-group outing to the farm country in search of win -

ter specialties.  Judy Hunt, Renee Slis, Linda Sporrer , Brian

Shema, Russell Douglas, Donna Foyle, and Shirley Mutz met me

at the Cranberry park-and-ride lot at noon.  W e or ganized two car -

pools and headed north.  Before we exited at Slippery Rock, we

had counted at least 16 Red-tailed Hawks along I-79.  Our first

stop of f Route 19 was a manured field on Lake Road, where we

saw about 25 Snow Buntings among at least 200 Horned Larks.

W andering around Plain Grove T ownship, we found several

flocks of American T ree Sparrows and a nice male Ring-necked

Pheasant.  Along Bonanni Road we stopped to look at two distant

raptors, light-morph and dark-morph Rough-legged Hawks.  In the

strip-mine area, we saw our only Northern Harrier .

W est of V olant we explored the Amish farmland, where some

manured fields had hundreds of Horned Larks and usually a few

dozen Snow Buntings.  Unfortunately , we could not locate a

Lapland Longspur among them. 

Thanks to advanced scouting from Suzanne Butcher and

Linda W agner , we located a W ilson’ s Snipe in a seep just of f the

road.  No one had to leave the cars to get great looks at this mar -

velous bird casually feeding in the mud.  On our return to Route

208 we saw a Short-eared Owl flying in a field next to the road.

Despite the leader ’ s desperate need for a bathroom break, we

stopped and got great scope looks as it perched on a snow bank. 

After a break in New W ilmington, we headed out Heather

Heights Road where we saw several more Red-tailed and Rough-

legged Hawks and a Northern Mockingbird.  W e returned to the

strip-mine area hoping to see Sandhill Cranes and more Short-

eared Owls.  W e saw another stunning Rough-legged Hawk close

to the road and noted another vehicle moving slowly , obviously in

search of birds.  Pulling alongside, we recognized W alt and Dana

Shaf fer who told us that they had seen three Sandhill Cranes fly

into Black Swamp minutes before.  They led us to an observation

point where we saw the distant cranes through scopes before they

flew away .

Along Black Road near Old Ash Road, a flock of lar ge birds

descended into a field ahead of us:  Sandhill Cranes – 17 of them!

This time we all got great looks.  It was a great way to end the

outing.  Most participants got at least one life bird.  Our totals

included at least 7 Rough-legged Hawks, 70 Snow Buntings,

600+ Horned Larks, 17 Sandhill Cranes, a W ilson’ s Snipe, a

Northern Harrier , and a Short-eared Owl.  –by leader Jim

V alimont 

Lawr ence and Mer cer Counties – Februar y 12: This was

our second field trip this winter in search of open-country birds

in the Amish farmland around New W ilmington.  Flocks were

scattered, probably due to the lack of snow cover .  W e found a

small group of Horned Larks in a cornfield and enjoyed close

views.  A few were singing.  The only other flock we saw was in

flight along Cotton Road.

Four W ilson’ s Snipe rested on grassy clumps of mud in a

seep near a farm.  They were very close to the road, so we all

had nice looks at this cryptically-colored species.

Uncommon in winter , eight Eastern Meadowlarks were

spotted walking through thick grass, and with a little patience we

were able to see their yellow breasts.  W e saw several American

Kestrels.  One of them flew from a power line and hovered next

to the cars.  W e watched it search the ground for the slightest

movement of a small mammal.  The hunt was unsuccessful, but

the sight was great for us.

The intersection of Cotton and Heather Heights Roads was

our most productive stop.  A male Northern Harrier was on the

ground, so we pulled over to observe it through scopes.  It even -

tually took flight carrying a small mammal.  One of two Rough-

legged Hawks there, a light-morph, flew after the harrier (per -

haps trying to steal the meal) and then perched in a tree.  The

other Rough-leg was a gor geous dark-morph, jet black with sil -

very wing linings.  Several Red-tailed Hawks were present.  W e

saw a flock of gulls, most likely Ring-billed, flying high in the

distance.

Continuing along Y oder Road and looping back to Cotton

Road, we found a pair of Eastern Bluebirds and a Northern

Mockingbird.  A V ir ginia Opossum was observed walking

through a field on Y oder Road.  Opossums are normally active

after dark, but this individual in the late afternoon looked healthy

and alert.  Perhaps it was getting an early start on the night’ s for -

aging.

W e ended the day at the V olant S trip Mines hoping to see

Short-eared Owls.  Though we waited until it was almost too

continued on page 8
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dark to see, we could not find any .  Several participants were

pleased to get life birds on this trip. –by leader Mike Fialkovich

Cook For est and Piney T ract – Februar y 19:  Cook Forest

S tate Park, a jewel of the state park system, often holds surprises

for those who visit its streams and trails. The park revealed some

of its surprises to our outing participants.  As we discussed

whether to take an auto-birding tour or to hike through the old-

growth forest, I pointed out Common Mer gansers in the Clarion

River and showed the group white-faced hornet, vireo, and oriole

nests in the maple tree overhead.  The oriole nest was held in

place by fishing line that the bird had woven around the branches.

Despite temperatures around 10 degrees, everyone opted for

the hike.  On T om’ s Run T rail we found rhododendron bushes

with their leaves rolled up.  Chuck T ague explained that this was

the plant’ s response to the cold, to reduce evaporation and dehy -

dration.  It is a pleasure to have such wonderful naturalists as

Chuck and Joan T ague make an outing more informative.

Entering the old-growth area, we listened to the silence of the

big woods in winter . Not a single bird was heard, and I think the

only birds we saw were Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted

Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, and T ufted T itmouse.  Later

we heard a woodpecker tapping but could not locate it. 

Scouting recently , I had found a Common Raven’ s nest, and I

wanted the group to see it.  On the way , as we passed the only

open fields amid the forest, I saw a hawk perched in an old apple

tree.  Sure enough, it was a gor geous light-morph Rough-legged

Hawk.  Someone said, “There’ s another one in a tree on the oppo -

site side of the road.”  W e swung around to look, and then some -

one yelled, “Another!” W e had three Rough-legs at that field. 

W e walked 150 yards to the raven’ s nest but found no birds,

so we decided to break for lunch and a warm-up.  As we walked,

Joan, at Chuck’ s prodding, did her best imitation of a raven’ s call.

It sounded quite good to us, and the birds must have agreed

because they appeared as if summoned by the raven master .  They

flew right over us, one with what appeared to be nesting material

in its beak, and landed in a tree next to the nest tree.  When they

figured out that we were not ravens, they squawked a “See ya

later” and headed deeper into the woods.  

After lunch at the T rails End Restaurant, we cruised through

the Piney T ract.  Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, American

Kestrel, Rock Pigeon, Pileated W oodpecker , Horned Lark,

European S tarling, and American T ree Sparrow were the only

species we could find.  Even though we didn’ t have a ton of birds,

we did have a ton of fun and great birding fellowship.

The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology will hold its annu -

al meeting in Clarion in May , and a field trip is scheduled at the

Piney T ract.  By the way , the tract is now (after 15 years of

ef fort) in the public trust.  The Game Commission will purchase

nearly 3,000 acres of reclaimed strip-mine areas to be managed as

grassland in perpetuity .  Sometimes there is a small victory for the

birds.  – by leader Mike Leahy 

Lower Buf falo Cr eek W atershed – Februar y 27: A small,

chilled group of enthusiastic birders greeted a 12-degree morning

at Pennsylvania’ s Important Bird Area in W ashington County .

Green Cove W etland was our first stop, with Mallard being the

only waterfowl on a nearly frozen pond.  As we headed up Green

Cove Road, a T urkey V ulture soared high in the cold morning air .

At a state gamelands parking lot, we enjoyed 7 Red-winged

Blackbirds and 7 Northern Flickers, as well as American T ree,

White-crowned and White-throated Sparrows, and what seemed

like dozens of NorthernCardinals.

At Oak Road we took a long hike into abandoned farmland

where we came upon Eastern T owhees, more White-Crowned and

White-throated Sparrows, Northern Mockingbirds, and other

species.  Heading north to active farmland, we found 8 Horned

Larks, 6 Eastern Meadowlarks, quite a few American Kestrels, and

Eastern Bluebirds.  W e ended the outing about 2 PM with 38

species, not a bad total considering the absence of waterfowl. –by

leader Dan Y agusic

Lawr ence and Mer cer Counties – Mar ch 5: The outing

had to be canceled because leader Bob Machesney was ill.   

Allegheny Fr ont Hawk W atch – Mar ch 15: Eagles did

more to moderate the temperature than did the anemic ef forts of

the sun on this Ides of March.  About half of the 17 hawk watch -

ers were 3RBC members, and those who stayed the course saw the

spring’ s best one-day migration count of 7 Golden Eagles and best

one-day total of 75 birds.  Big contributors to the total were 22

Red-shouldered Hawks and 35 Red-tails.  Migrating shorebirds,

gulls, geese and Red-winged Blackbirds filled in the blank spots.

Fresh snow revealed the spoor of a lar ge, curious, or hunting

Bobcat that had traversed the ridge through the site.  The of ficial

counters were Che and Marian Mincone, who were perfect hosts.

Physical conditions could have been described as bright, brutal,

and beautiful.  The promise of spring had yet to reach this part of

the Alleghenies. –by leader Bill Judd

W oodcock W alk – Mar ch 16: T iming is everything, espe -

cially with woodcocks.  T welve of us met in the Ames parking lot

in Harmarville, prepared to depart at 6:30 PM on the dot.  Several

people were put in char ge of making sure their fearless leader

(me) did not drone on past the departure time.  W e raced (well

within the posted speed limits) along the back roads of Indiana

T ownship to arrive at the old Abercrombie field just in time for

the first buzzy “peent.” The woodcocks did not disappoint, with

several males performing their aerial display within 20 yards of

our group.  Again timing is everything, because within half an

hour they stopped, just as it was becoming completely dark.

This was the first time that many in the group had witnessed

the woodcock and its spring dance, and it was the first bird outing

for at least half of the group.  T ommy Byrnes found this great

spot, which had been farmed until a few years ago, and the old-

field habitat is perfect for spring woodcocks.  T ommy is still recu -

perating from an accident a few months ago, but he should be able

to lead the next two W oodcock W alks this spring.  I thank him for

the opportunity to substitute.  –by leader Gabi Hughes

continued fr om page 7

See the T ale of “Pale Male”

On W ednesday , May 1 1, the Allegheny Group of the Sierra

Club will show the movie “Pale Male,” highlighting the life and

loves of Manhattan’ s – perhaps the world’ s – most famous Red-

tailed Hawk.  He and his mate made international news when their

nesting platform was removed from a 5th A venue apartment.  The

nest site was restored after a great ruckus in the media. 

The showing will be at Botany Hall, adjacent to Phipps

Conservatory and across from the Schenley Park V isitors Center ,

at 7:30 PM.  Donations are appreciated to cover the costs of the

presentation.  Contact Donald L. Gibbon, 412-362-8451, or at

< dongibbon@earthlink.net > if you have questions.  Note:  The

Sierra Club meetings are normally at the Phipps Garden Center in

Mellon Park. This meeting is not there!
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Chasing Rarities in T exas 

Meant Memorable Birding 

(Editor ’ s note: The 2004-2005 winter featur ed an extraor di -

nar y appearance of rar e bir ds in southern T exas and an unusual

abundance of nor thern owls that invaded Minnesota and Ontario.

Some 3RBC members traveled to see the exciting bir ds. In this

first of a two-par t r epor t, they describe their experiences in T exas

– and in Sue and Jack  Solomon’ s case, T exas and Arizona.  Par t

two, covering trips to the nor th, will appear in the June issue.  In

the r epor ts, “ABA” r efers to the American Bir ding Association

checklist ar ea, the continental U.S. and Canada.) 

Geoff Malosh:

Like hundreds of others from around the country , I couldn’ t

resist the lure of the avalanche of ABA-area rarities in the Rio

Grande V alley this winter , so I found the best deal I could, and on

January 13, I hopped on a plane to south T exas. In the next four

days I was able to tally eight life species:  Social Flycatcher ,

Crimson-collared Grosbeak, White-throated Robin, Green-breast -

ed Mango, Blue Mockingbird, Golden-crowned W arbler , Fulvous

Whistling-Duck, and Whooping Crane. 

The Social Flycatcher was last reported from Bentsen S tate

Park on the afternoon of the day I saw it (January 14), so I got

there just in time. Some pictures I took in the morning sunlight

of this first record for the ABA area are very satisfying.  Later ,

when examining the pictures, I discovered evidence that the fly -

catcher was injured and bleeding on the morning of the 14th.

Perhaps this is the reason for the bird’ s disappearance by the next

day .

Crimson-collared Grosbeaks were all over the valley this

winter; I found two males and one female across two dif ferent

locations. There were so many around that it will be interesting

to see if any pair up and stay behind for the summer . The White-

throated Robin was very shy but allowed great scope views every

now and again (but bad pictures). The Green-breasted Mango

was a complete cinch, and posed for over 30 minutes in the morn -

ing sunlight. Those pictures are also very satisfying. 

The Blue Mockingbird sighting was basically a quick but

diagnostic flyby at the now famous and thoroughly amazing resi -

dence of Allen W illiams in south McAllen.  This man has taken

the concept of “yard birds” to a whole new level.  The Golden-

crowned W arbler was quite a showman, very tame and approach -

ing me (and everyone else) to within two feet at times at the Los

Ebanos Preserve. I just happened onto four Fulvous Whistling-

Ducks, which were a nice surprise since I missed them on several

previous trips to T exas and Florida. Finally , I had a distant scope

view of three Whooping Cranes at Aransas NWR for a few min -

utes before I had to rush of f back to San Antonio to catch my

flight home on the 17th.

Other highlights included a female Rose-throated Becard

(much more cooperative than the ones we saw in Arizona in May

2004), Clay-colored Robin, T ropical Kingbird, White-collared

Seedeater , a flock of Greater White-fronted Geese at Aransas (first

time I have seen more than two at once), and my personal favorite

raptor , White-tailed Hawk, about 35 feet overhead somewhere

along US-77. The other wintertime valley specialties were also

out in force as expected.  What a blast! 

(See Geof f ’ s photos at <http://home.earthlink.net/~poma -

rine/>.)

Ross Gallardy: 

I flew to T exas on January 12, and Dave W ilton met me at

the airport.  W e headed toward Bentsen, and on the way I saw my

life Couch’ s Kingbird.  At Bentsen we got awesome looks at the

Social Flycatcher .  The next day we started out with the Green-

breasted Mango.  W e got both it and my 500th ABA bird (Buf f-

bellied Hummingbird).  From there we went to Frontera, where

we saw 3 male Crimson-collared Grosbeaks and the White-throat -

ed Robin.  The 14th was spent looking for Rose-throated Becard,

and the 15th was spent looking for the Blue Bunting.  W e missed

both.  On the 16th Dave and I saw the Rufous-capped W arbler in

the morning and then the Blue Bunting in the afternoon.  The 17th

was amazing:  W e saw a Rose-throated Becard at Allen W illiams’

house, the Golden-crowned W arbler at Los Ebanos, the Gray-

crowned Y ellowthroat at Sabal Palm, and the Elegant T rogon at

Frontera.  I flew home on the 18th, but not before seeing a female

Crimson-collared Grosbeak at Allen W illiams’ house and the

White-throated Robin again.  I ended up with 21 lifers for the trip.

Margaret Higbee:

Mary Jane Seipler and I left on February 3 and traveled first

to Laredo, where we met Greg Cook (and saw Dave W ilton).  Our

first lifer was a Roadside Hawk, and other species included Zone-

continued on page 10

EXTRAORDINAR Y VISIT OR – On an unfor gettable trip to T exas,

Geoff Malosh photographed this Social Flycatcher– the first one

ever r epor ted in the continental U.S. and Canada.  Its normal

range is fr om Mexico south to Per u and Ar gentina. Geoff ’ s photos

wer e an impor tant par t of the T exas Bir d Recor ds Committee’ s

official documentation of the species.  
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tailed Hawk, Fulvous Whistling-Ducks, and White-collared

Seedeaters.  At Pearsall we accompanied Martin Reid to the Half f

Brothers Ranch for a Rufous-capped W arbler . W e had excellent

views of it, as well as experiencing wonderful habitat and great

birds, including a Cordilleran Flycatcher .

Salineño added our first of many Least Grebes.  Santa Ana

gave us multiple Clay-colored Robins, two White-throated Robins,

Hook-billed Kite, and a Lesser Nighthawk (and Dave W ilton and

Bill Etter). A quick trip to Frontera Audubon added yet another

White-throated Robin and two Crimson-collared Grosbeaks.

When we left Frontera, we headed to Cannon Road, where we

found, among other birds, Dave W ilton (again!!!) and a T ropical

Kingbird. 

On the 8th, we birded Bentsen for a few hours and then head -

ed to Anzalduas, which yielded a flock of 50 American Pipits, our

first Curve-billed Thrasher , and a Y ellow-headed Parrot (not

countable) perched in a tree.

Returning to Santa Ana the next day , we ran into Bob

Schutsky’ s group and Brian Fitch from California. Brian told us

that he thought he had seen a Roadside Hawk. MJ and I birded

the area where he had seen it, without success, but we continued

to walk the trail to Pintail Lake. A Roadside Hawk soared in

front of us and perched in a tree.  Brownsville produced

Cinnamon T eal, Red-crowned Parrots, and Green Parakeets.  MJ

missed the parrots because she was driving.

At Sabal Palm Sanctuary an all-day wait paid of f with a

Gray-crowned Y ellowthroat after everyone else had left.  W e also

had nice looks at a Rose-throated Becard and met an ant expert

who introduced us to Nomamyrmex esenbecki wilsoni army ants

attacking a colony of Pogonomyrmex (harvester ants) and told us

more than we ever need to know about ants.

On the 1 1th we stopped in Fort Brown for the Golden-

crowned W arbler , which we located immediately before heading

to Laguna Atascosa for a day of birding. Returning to

Brownsville, MJ still wanted to see the parrots, so we scouted

around and found them at the Joe and T ony Oliveira Park.

Next we drove to South Padre Island, where we had arranged

for a boat ride to see the “Mangrove” W arbler . W e birded the

convention center before and after our successful mangrove expe -

dition.  From a beach access, I watched Northern Gannets of f -

shore.

W e left Harlingen on the 13th and drove toward Brazos

Bend. A rest stop yielded our only Y ellow-throated W arbler .  The

birding was great, but we did not find the S treak-backed Oriole.

A Bald Eagle and 2 Sandhill Cranes flew overhead. A Barred

Owl hooted from the forest. As we were leaving at dusk, a Great

Horned Owl called.

The following morning dawned clear , so we returned to

Brazos Bend, where we found the S treak-backed Oriole, then

started driving home. At the interchange of I-81 and I-77 in

V ir ginia, where we planned to head north through W est V ir ginia,

MJ’ s cell phone rang. It was Greg Cook, who alerted us to the

presence of a Northern Lapwing near Hagerstown, Maryland.

Instead of turning onto I-77, we continued on I-81 to Hagerstown.

Unfortunately , the lapwing did not cooperate. W e arrived home

with 215 species listed.

Dave W ilton:

It’ s February 13, and my chase is only in mid-swing!  I’m

taking of f for T exas in a few days for my third tour of the Rio

Grande V alley this year (and my fifth since mid-November).  

Down in the valley last week, I snagged the Roadside Hawk.

While searching for it, I found what was apparently the first T exas

winter record of Short-tailed Hawk.  Luckily , I managed to get

five other people on the bird – one with a digital camera.  It was a

dark-morph, which I heard was only the third for T exas.

Interestingly , the T exas “chasers” who appeared later in the day

came more for the Short-tailed than the Roadside Hawk.  

I went back for second looks at the Rufous-capped W arbler

with Martin Reid and his girlfriend, Sheridan (from Chester

County , Pennsylvania).  W e birded the ranch for about four hours

and spent 45 minutes on the Rufous-capped at a distance of about

15 feet with the sun behind our backs.  W e also relocated the

“singing” Cordilleran Flycatcher , which was in our sights for min -

utes on end, just overhead. 

I snagged the male Rose-Throated Becard at 35 feet away

and another White-throated Robin at Santa Ana.  I already had

both species from my January trip with Ross Gallardy at other

locations, but these individuals were “new birds.”  I also grabbed

the Dusky-capped Flycatcher on Cannon Road.  A cooperative

T ropical Kingbird appeared on the wires above me and Bill Etter

from eastern Pennsylvania. 

When I head back to T exas later , my tar gets will be S treak-

backed Oriole, Masked Duck, Mangrove W arbler , a second

Roadside Hawk, and a second Blue Bunting.

Sue Solomon:

Jack and I enjoy the company of birders, sometimes more

than finding the rare bird.  During our trip to T exas and Arizona in

January and February , we appreciated the hospitality of four

homeowners who opened their gates to birders.

Never miss a visit to Salineño when in the Rio Grande V alley

in T exas. That’ s where Pat DeW ind has fed birds for many ,

many years. Her yard birds can include four kinds of orioles,

Olive Sparrow , Brown Jays, and other Mexican species that don’ t

read the map and fly over the adjoining Rio Grande. Pat supplies

lawn chairs and friendly ID advice about which oriole is on the

sugar water , Altamira or Audubon’ s, and which woodpecker is on

the peanut butter , Ladder -backed or Golden-fronted.  Birders chat

and share stories and, if bored, peruse her visitors’ log to see when

Mar garet Higbee or Ross Gallardy was last there. Pat never

leaves her yard unattended, so feel free to visit anytime the gate is

open. Her property was recently designated a part of the National

W ildlife Refuge System.

Near Pharr , T exas, Alan W illiams, a landscape architect, has

transformed a city yard for birds and birders. His “before” pho -

tos, at the sign-in table, show a typical suburban pool, grass, and

shrubs. T en years ago, he transformed the space into a birding

Mecca with native plants and water features. Paths wind through

the greenery , and one can sit on a bench near the hummingbird

feeders. Recent sightings have included Crimson-collared

Grosbeaks, Blue Mockingbird, and Rose-throated Becard, all doc -

umented by photos at the visitors’ kiosk. 

Arizona birders can visit Mary Jo Ballator ’ s place, near

Ramsey Canyon. She specializes in hummingbirds (last year she

had one of Arizona’ s few S tarthroats). She allows birders to wan -

der her canyon property or just sit on her deck and marvel at the

birds. W e marveled at a Magnificent Hummingbird. W e toured

her casita B&B, built with straw bales for environmental concerns.

Mary Jo even gave us some locally-grown apples.

The Pattons started feeding birds on their Patagonia, Arizona,

property 30 years ago.  The story has it that Mr . Patton was an

avid gardener and invited birders who were outside the fence to

continued fr om page 9

continued on page 11
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come in and see the hummingbirds up close. His widow still wel -

comes birders and provides seating under a tarp and a well-worn

Sibley Guide. This must-see stop near the Nature Conservancy

property can provide good looks at Lesser and Lawrence’ s

Goldfinches, hummingbirds, and Lazuli Buntings.

All these bird benefactors accept donations for seed money ,

but their friendly hospitality is priceless.

***

An addition from Jack:  The lifers we got in T exas were Cave

Swallow , Blue Bunting, Crimson-collared Grosbeak, Sprague’ s

Pipit, Mottled Duck, Black-headed Grosbeak (Sue’ s lifer; I had it

before), Bohemian W axwing (Sue saw it; I still need it).  In

Arizona we got Black-capped Gnatcatcher , Hutton’ s V ireo, Black-

chinned Sparrow , Brewer ’ s Sparrow , Lawrence’ s Goldfinch,

Y ellow-eyed Junco, Magnificent Hummingbird, Hepatic T anager ,

Plumbeous V ireo, Ferruginous Hawk, and Prairie Falcon.  W e got

the Elegant T rogon again this year at Patagonia S tate Park, and

Sue and her mother , Mary , got Montezuma Quail, which we only

once previously saw in T exas five years ago.  And I picked up

female Rose-throated Becard at Alan W illiams’ yard in Pharr .  Sue

missed one for a change, but we both had the male last year in

Arizona.

continued fr om page 10

Y oung Artist’ s Drawings

Bring Raptors to Life
Members who attended our March meeting had a rare visual

treat – the pen-and-ink portraits of raptors by Karena Gregg, a

high-honors freshman at Beaver Falls High School.  Karena start -

ed drawing birds of prey about a year ago, and she said some of

her best work has been done on her book covers and worksheets at

school, on church bulletins, and even on place mats at restaurants.

She calls her artistry “Raptors, Ink.” and “Raptors Reminisced.”

Karena also takes art lessons for drawing still-life subjects in

pastels and oils.  “My other interests include bass fishing and col -

lecting Breyer horses. I am also active in my youth group at

Chapel Presbyterian Church. My little sister , Marianna, who is

seven, is also interested in birds.  W e do a lot of birdwatching

together , and we look for birds everywhere we go. My dad and I

also have fun doing bird calls,” she said.

Karena’ s favorite places to go birding are Pymatuning,

Mosquito Lake, the Beaver River , the lower Susquehanna River

(her family is originally from Lancaster County), and W aggoner ’ s

Gap.  She has done some significant birding:  “Last year for my

birthday , I asked my dad to take me to W aggoner ’ s Gap to watch

migrating hawks. Last fall at Pymatuning, I met Dr . Anthony

Bledsoe, an ornithologist at Pitt. I have been on one birdwatching

trip with him and the students in the Biology Club at Pitt. Over

Thanksgiving break, Dr . Bledsoe invited my sister , my dad, and

me to the Carnegie Museum of Natural History to see all the bird

skins.  He told me I could come back and use them at any time to

do drawings, and he told me I could help band the Peregrines at

Pitt this year .  Dr . Bledsoe is also the person who encouraged me

to contact the Three Rivers Birding Club.” 

Last fall she showed her drawings at the Ducks Unlimited

festival at Pymatuning.  Currently , some of them are on display at

her school.  This year she plans to show her drawings at the

Nature Center at Pymatuning and the Pioneer and Arts Festival at

Pymatuning.

RAPT OR AR TISTR Y – Kar ena Gr egg impr essed members at our

last meeting with her dramatic drawings of hawks such as this

American Kestr el.

Contact Karena at <kjg1.birdinthenotch@verizon.net> or

724-846-9258 if you are interested in her work.  “I am always

looking for opportunities to share my talent with other people and

love to meet other birders because I do not know many of them. I

am planning to become an artist and an ornithologist,” she said.

Briefly…

BIRDING OPPOR TUNITY : The Beaver County

Conservation District has a new of fice and classroom facility at its

Environmental Center in Independence T ownship, Beaver County ,

featuring an 18-acre wetland and pond.  The building is open from

8 AM to 4 PM Monday through Friday , and the wetland is open at

all times.  From Pittsbur gh take the Parkway W est, then Route 60

to the Hopewell exit.  T urn left on Route 151.  About one mile

past Shuf felbein’ s Farm Market, turn right on Cowpath Road.  At

a sign with a yellow arrow , turn right to the environmental center . 

HELP MAGEE MARSH: Birders who visit Crane

Creek/Magee Marsh in Ohio may be interested in the following

message from our member Bill Judd.  The Friends of Magee

Marsh or ganization is having a garlic mustard “pulling party” on

April 23 beginning at 10 AM.  This aggressive nuisance is having

a negative ef fect along the Magee Marsh Boardwalk Bird T rail,

and volunteer hands are needed for this project.  RSVP to natural -

ist Mary W arren, 419-898-0969, ext. 31, or by e-mail at

<mary .warren@dnr .state.oh.us>.  Free lunch will be provided by

the Friends of Magee Marsh.
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Birds in the Three Rivers

Area: Dec. 2004 - Jan. 2005

By Mike Fialkovich, Bird Report s Editor

Three Mute Swans were at Dashields Dam 12/25 (MV).

T undra Swans were heard flying over Ross and Pine T ownship

after dark 12/23 (BM, PL, SL).  Rare in the county , a Snow Goose

was present at the ponds on Moody Road in Findlay T ownship

12/17-26 (DW , MV et al.).  Some nice ducks included a Nor thern

Shoveler at Imperial 12/10 (MV), two Nor thern Pintails on

Moody Road 12/17 (DW), and five there 12/22-23, an American

W igeon on Moody Road 12/17-26 (DW , MV), two Canvasbacks

at Riverfront Park on the South Side 1/1 (MVV , MF), and an

immature Surf Scoter on Moody Road 1/7-23 (MV , et al.).

A Bald Eagle was seen at Dashields Dam 12/12 (MV), and

one was at the Highland Park Bridge 1/13 (DY).  It was another

good winter for Rough-legged Hawks at Imperial, where up to

seven birds of both color phases were present (v .o.).  A Merlin

continued at Schenley Park through 1/1, one was seen in Oakland

1/1 (KSJ), and one in Hampton T ownship 1/1 (A W).

A first-winter Iceland Gull was a great find at Duck Hollow

on the Monongahela River 12/30 (MVV), a second county record.

A Bonapar te’ s Gull was at Moody Road 12/17 (DW).

Up to six Shor t-ear ed Owls were at Imperial through the

period (v .o.).  Up to three Common Ravens continued at Imperial

from mid-December to mid-January (DW , MV , WS, DS).  The

American Cr ow roost in the East End was noted 12/31 (MVV)

and 1/1 during the Pittsbur gh Christmas Bird Count; an astound -

ing number of crows (estimated at 10,000+) were observed pour -

ing into the roost.  One was apparently injured or ill, as it was

attempting to fly , but could not get of f the ground (MVV , MF).

A roost site of Mourning Doves was found in Findlay

T ownship, where 158 were counted (MV).  A Red-headed

W oodpecker was reported in Allegheny Cemetery 1/1, where it

had been present for several weeks (AB, CB, FN, KF).  The last

winter record of this species was a bird found by Bob Machesney

at North Park 2/27-3/13, 1999.

A leucistic Blue Jay in Findlay T ownship 1/28 was described

as very pale blue with a white tail (MV).  An Orange-cr owned

W arbler visited a feeder in Forest Hills 12/21-1/9 (TB).

Interestingly , a bird of this species had visited this yard last winter .

A Fox Sparr ow visited a feeder in Marshall T ownship 1/16-18

(MV et al.).  White-cr owned Sparr ows were present again this

winter at a farm on S trouss Road in Findlay T ownship (v .o.), and

three were found in W est Deer T ownship 1/19 (DY).  A Common

Grackle visited a feeder in Pine T ownship 12/20 (PL, SL), and

three were listed in Indiana T ownship on the Pittsbur gh Christmas

Bird Count 1/1.  Single Br own-headed Cowbirds visited feeders

in Ohio T ownship 1/1 (AL, JL) and Shaler T ownship 1/22 (JH).

A Common Redpoll was a great feeder visitor in a yard in

Leetsdale, but it was only present for a day (BS).  Pine Siskins

were present through the period with one at Harrison Hills Park

12/18 (PH), three in Ross T ownship 12/24 (BM) where they con -

tinued of f and on through January , and 12 in Marshall T ownship

where they continued through January (MV). 

Obser vers:  T ony Bledsoe, Al Bor ek, Car ole Bor ek, Mike

Fialkovich, Kevinn Fung, Paul Hess, Joyce Hoffmann, Arlene

Lucas, Jim Lucas, Pat L ynch, Sher r on L ynch, Bob Machesney ,

Felicity Newell, Kate S t. John, Dana Shaffer , W alt Shaffer , Becky

Smith, Mark V anderV en (MVV), Mark V ass, Al W erling, Dave

W ilton, Dan Y agusic, various obser vers (v .o.).

Migration Count Is May 14, 

and Birders Are Needed  

By Carol and Fred McCullough

The Pennsylvania Migration Count, formerly known as the

North American Migration Count, is held each year on the second

Saturday in May , which this year is May 14.  The date may seem

incorrect because the count is not on the same weekend as

Mother ’ s Day , but this year that is the way the dates fall.

The Pennsylvania count is or ganized on a county-by-county

basis, and each county’ s results are reported to Bill Etter of

Perkasie, who compiles the statewide data for publication in the

journal Pennsylvania Birds.  

Individual counts are similar to Christmas Bird Counts, with

counters keeping tallies of bird species and numbers.  Feeder

watching is also a valid way to participate.

Although much of Allegheny County is urban and suburban,

it has a wealth of migrant hotspots, and there is no scarcity of

places to bird during the height of migration.  Many areas in the

county have not been covered in past years.  

W e are the Allegheny County compilers, and please contact

us if you wish to bird in one or more areas.  Our phone number is

412-921-6873, and our email addresses are

< carolmcc@juno.com > and < fredmcc@juno.com >.  Also, feel

free to contact us if you would prefer to participate in another

county and don’ t know who the compiler is.

WINTER RARITY – A Red-headed W oodpecker is a good bir d for

Allegheny County in any season, and especially in winter .  This

one spent the season in the Allegheny Cemeter y , Lawr enceville,

wher e it delighted many obser vers.  (Photograph by Geoff Malosh

on Febr uar y 20)



Let’ s Help Ross to Raise Funds in W orld Series

Three Rivers Birding Club member Ross Gallardy will participate on May 14 in

the W orld Series of Birding – a world-class competition and an important fund-raising

event to benefit conservation or ganizations. The event, sponsored by New Jersey

Audubon Society , is endorsed by the American Birding Association and the Cornell

Laboratory of Ornithology .

A team’ s goal is to find as many bird species as possible in New Jersey during a

24-hour period.  By soliciting pledge amounts per species, the participants raise money

for their favorite environmental causes.  This year Ross has chosen to donate the money

he raises to two prime birding and conservation areas in western Pennsylvania:  the

Allegheny Front Hawkwatch and the Buf falo Creek V alley Important Bird Area (IBA

No. 22) in Butler and Armstrong counties.        

Ross and his teammates, T om Johnson, Zack Bier , and Andy Bankert, placed sec -

ond in the youth division last year with 183 species.  They also set the youth division

record by raising over $8,000 to benefit conservation or ganizations.  Ross said, “This

year we are being sponsored by both Dixie Crossroads (a great seafood restaurant in

Florida) and Nikon.  Our goals are to be the first youth team to see over 200 species and

also to break our old record by raising over $10,000.  W e need your help!”

There are dif ferent ways to contribute.  Many people pledge a certain amount per

species, but any donation is appreciated.  After the event, everyone who has sent a

pledge form will receive a short summary of the competition and a list of the birds seen.

Jack Solomon, 3RBC president, asked members to join in supporting Ross.  Use the

form below to help Ross and his team raise funds for the hawkwatch and the IBA. 

W orld Series of Birding Pledge Form

Or ganization (check one):   Buf falo Creek IBA____   Allegheny Front Hawkwatch____    

Name:__________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________

S tate_____              Zip Code__________

Amount pledging per species $ .05___  .10___  .15___  .20___  Other________

Single Donation $__________

Please mail form by May 10, 2005 to:

Ross Gallardy 

109 Chestnut Ct.

Canonsbur g, P A 15317


