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Rare Birds and V agrant

sW

ill Be Our T opic on March 1

Part of the fun of birding is finding rare species and discovering birds far from their

usual range.

W ednesday

Anthony Bledsoe, a faculty member in the University of Pittsbur

of Biological Sciences, will discuss “Rarity and

Our speaker received his Ph.D. in 1984 from

V agrancy of Birds” at our meeting on

, March 1, at the Phipps Garden Center in Shadyside. Doors will open at 6:30 PM

for socializing, and the meeting will begin at 7:30.

Y ale University and joined the department

at Pitt in 1987. His interests lie in gaining insight into the ecology and biogeography of birds

and the basic mechanisms of evolutionary change.

gh Department

Bledsoe’ s anatomical comparisons in two important groups of Neotropical passerine
birds, the ovenbirds and the tapaculos, are shedding light on the diversity of these birds’ loco
motor adaptations. Another aspect of his research focuses on woodcreepers, whose hind limb
tendons are converted to bone in patterns of conversion that are highly variable within
species. The studies explore the mechanistic basis of evolutionary change.
A guest at the meeting will be Kerry Morsek of V enture Outdoors, who will explain the
or ganization’ s Green Map project, a web-based service designed to list outdoor activities
throughout our region in various categories (which include birding).
The Garden Center is at 1059 Shady A venue behind the Pittsbur gh Center for the Arts,
Fifth and Shady A venues. Parking is 25 cents an hour in a metered lot, and more is available
on Shady and Beechwood Boulevard.
LOOKING AHEAD T O WEDNESDA Y , APRIL 19: Note the date. Our spring meeting
PITT EXPER T - Biologist Anthony is traditionally held in April because May is a busy birding month during the peak of migra -
Bledsoe will be our Mar ch 1 speaker . tion. This meeting will be one of our popular programs in which members are invited to show
(photo fr om University of Pittsbur gh) us their favorite slides on nature themes.
Highlight s of Three Productive Christmas Bird Count S
Pitt  sburgh — December 31 i A Pine Siskin found by T ingle Barnes at her Indiana T ownship
(summary by Compiler Jim V alimont) feeder
The Pittsbur gh Christmas Bird Count was held on December Record low numbers of House Finches and House Sparrows.
31, with 124 observers participating (100 in the field and the rest Detailed count results will be published in the Bulletin of the
at feeders). A total of 23,693 birds were counted, a few thousand Audubon Society of W estern Pennsylvania and on the ASWP website at

more than our 10-year average of 20,281.
species, which is exactly our average over the past 10 years.

Some noteworthy sightings include:

i Record numbers of Common Mer ganser , Cooper
shouldered Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, and W ild T urkey

i 31 Hooded Mer gansers, our highest count since 1985.

i 8,879 American Crows, a huge number but well short of a

record.

i 14 Eastern T owhees, just two short of our record of 16 set back

in 1970.

i A Fox Sparrow found by Dan Y agusic in Pittsbur gh.

i Lincoln’ s Sparrow found by Rob Preuhs in Penn Hills.

i A Brown-headed Cowbird found by Brian Shema in Fox

Chapel.

W e found a total of 66

' s Hawk, Red-

www .aswp.or q.

Import ant Bird Area No. 80 — December 18

(summary by Compiler Larry Helgerman)

On our third winter bird count in the IBA-80 watershed in
W ashington County , we topped the first two counts with 59 species and
4,442 individual birds. Complete results are on the 3RBC website.

Highlights from field observers include Red-headed
by  Amy and Jarred T aracido, Rough-legged Hawk by Kathy Saunders
and Christy Meredith, Eastern Phoebe and Savannah Sparrow by
Marjorie and Jerry Howard, W inter W ren and Hermit

and Dan O'Malley , Horned Larks by Dan Y agusic, Eastern

Meadowlark by Mike V acca, high Brown Creeper

Nuthatch, and sparrow numbers by Bob Machesney and R

continued on page
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President’ s Message

When W eW ant It Done

Right, W e Call on Jim

By Jack Solomon

There was a time, perhaps in the mid- to late 1970s when |

met Jim V alimont at one of the Audubon Society of W estern

Pennsylvania’ s “Birding with the Pros” outings, and for a few
years afterwards, corrected him in the field. 1 still recall his mis -

taking a Buf flehead for a Hooded Mer ganser on trips the two of us

took to Lake Arthur , Erie, and Chincoteague. It was no shock to

me to learn he was an engineer , because he had the stereotypical
engineer ' s attention to detail, love of crunching numbers, and

or ganizational skills — and he started applying them to birding.

In a few years, the shoe was firmly on the other foot. Jim
would politely correct my errors. In fact, when Audubon’ s outing
coordinator would ask me to lead a birding trip, I'd reply that if
they could get V alimont to be my co-leader ,I'ddoit. When we

birded, if a bird was doubtful or dif ficult, whether by sight or

sound, I'd wait (when | could exercise good judgment) until Jim

made a call before | said what | thought the bird was. On the
memorable day at Presque Isle S tate Park when we both got our

life Blackpoll W arbler , it was because Jim listened, then said:

“W e haven' t heard that song all day . Do you know what it is?"
The two of us decided it was worth a trip into the tick grass to
find out — and it was worth it. | hadn’ t given it any thought until
Jim focused on the bird.

Jim must have known he was growing. On  ASWP' s historic
and famous bus trip in the early 1980s to Presque Isle (yes, the
late Bernie Conley drove), Jim confidently contradicted no less an
expert than the late Joe Grom on whether a distant accipiter was a
Cooper ''s or a Sharpie. The rest of us lesser mortals (well, lesser
birders, at least) regarded it as a clash between two contestants
who were above us all.

As Jim’ s skills grew , so did his willingness to take on respon -
sibility , serving as compiler for the Pittsbur gh Christmas Bird
Count. He has held that position for 21 years, closing in on the
26-year record held by the late G . Bernard V an Cleve. Jim’' s
attachment to playing with numbers may keep him on as CBC
compiler for a long time to come. If you've ever seen one of the
programs Jim has done on CBC data treatment and trends for
Audubon groups and bird clubs, you've seen the enthusiasm he
has for analysis of bird population dynamics. He has also served
as an AsSwpP trustee.

Before Jim, one volunteer would serve as CBC compiler , and
a separate person, usually another volunteer . would serve as
ASWP' s outings coordinator Either job is a big one for a single

volunteer , requiring lots of phone calls and writing. Jim, the only
person to do so to my recollection (which runs, more or less, back

to the Pliocene) added outings coordination to his CBC duties for

the last 10 or 15 years. I can’ t recall anyone who coordinated

outings anywhere near as long.

His recent passing of the outings baton to S teve Thomas
leaves Jim with records not likely to be surpassed soon. Most
outings coordinators (myself included:; | did it for a few years in
the 1980s) burn out in a few years. Few people would want to

hold two such major volunteer jobs. It goes without saying that,
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as with anything he did, Jim runs the CBC and ran outings in an
orderly and highly competent fashion. He wanted to have a lot

of good outings all through the year , and he achieved that year

after year And the Pittsbur gh CBC, lar gely due to Jim’ s hard
work, is one of the leaders nationally in the number of counters
that we get out into the field.

Jim' s work and value did not go unrecognized. A few years
ago he received ASWP' s prestigious W . E. Clyde T odd A ward.
He has also been recognized by ASWP as the "V olunteer of the
Month.”

Over the years, Jim has led some of ASWP" s and our club’

best outings. No one who was on either of the fun-filled trips to
New Jersey and Delaware in the last few years, or any of Jim’

tours of the V olant S trips, would fail to acknowledge how well
or ganized and well planned those trips are, and how good Jim is at

getting lots of good birds for lots of people. (Some credit must be

given to Mike Fialkovich, another 3RBC stalwart who co-leads

sometimes with Jim, but that' s another story J)
Eventually , you members will have to choose a new presi
dent. Jim V alimont gets my vote. 3RBC is lucky to have him

around.
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Outings to Come

One More Shot at W inter ,
Then W el w atch Migrant s
By S teve Thomas, Outings Chairman
Saturday , Februar y18 — Cook Forest/Piney T ract: Mike

Leahy (814-797-2287) will lead us in search of wintering species.
Cook Forest sometimes has abundant numbers of winter finches,
and Piney T ract is a great place to find Northern Shrike, Rough-
legged Hawk, and Short-eared Owl. Meet at 9 AM at the Cook
Forest park of fice. T ake 1-79 north to 1-80 east. Go east to exit 60

(old exit 8), Shippenville exit. TakeS tate Route 66 north toward

Marienville. At the intersection of Route 66 and Route 36 in the
village of Leeper , turn right (south) onto Route 36. Follow Route
36 into Cook Forest. Just before you cross the bridge over the

Clarion River fice will be

, turn left onto River Road. The park of

100 yards down River Road on the left side. Allow two hours
driving time from Pittsbur gh.
Sunday , Mar ch 12

— Lake Arthur: Our first outing of the

year to Lake Arthur will be led by Jim V alimont (412-828-5338).

Lake Arthur is a man-made lake that is the heart of Moraine S tate
Park. The lake gets good (sometimes spectacular) numbers and
variety of waterfowl in migration. Meet at the Moraine S tate Park
Day Use Area (South Shore) in the first parking lot on the right at
9 AM. From I-79, take Route 422 east toward Butler and exit at

the Moraine S tate Park exit. At the end of the ramp, turn left and
go straight into the park until you see the first major parking area

on your right. Allow one hour driving from Pittsbur gh.

W ednesday , Mar ch 15 - W oodcock W alk: Meet leader

T ommy Byrnes (724-275-7230) at the Ames/Giant Eagle parking
lot just of f the Harmar exit of Route 28 at 6:30 PM. Meet in front

of the old Ames store. W e will carpool and drive a short distance

to a field in Harmar T ownship that produced lots of American

W oodcock last year . Be prepared for a muddy walk and bring a
flashlight to witness the strange display of the T imberdoodle. This
is the first of three walks T ommy will lead to this location this

spring.

Sunday , Mar ch 19 — Allegheny/Ohio Rivers: Explore areas
along the Allegheny and Ohio Rivers looking for spring migrating
waterfowl with Dan Y agusic (412-613-1534) as our leader . Meet
Dan at Lock and Dam No. 2 under the Highland Park Bridge at 8
AM. Entry is at the intersection of Allegheny River Boulevard
and W ashington Boulevard. After crossing the tracks, bear left
and continue to the parking area.

Saturday , Mar ch 25 — Pymatuning Area: Meet leader Bob
V anNewkirk (412-366-1694) at the Pymatuning W ildlife Learning
Center (W aterfowl Museum) at 9 AM for this all-day outing.
Plenty of waterfowl, lots of Bald Eagles, and Rough-legged
Hawks are likely . Snow Buntings and Horned Larks are also pos -
sible. T ake 1-79 north to Route 6, and go west to Linesville. T umn
left at the light in Linesville where the sign points toward the
spillway

The sign for the center " s lot will be on the left, past the

fish hatchery and before the spillway . Bring lunch.

Saturday . April 1 — Lake Arthur: Besides the nice variety of

waterfowl expected, other species could include Eastern Bluebird,

Northern Mockingbird, Cedar W axwing, W ilson' s Snipe, and

Ruf  fed Grouse. Dan Y agusic (412-613-1534) will be our leader

Meet him in the Moraine S tate Park Day Use Area (South Shore)

in the first parking lot on the right at 8 AM. See March 12 for

directions.
Sunday , April 2 — Lower Buf falo Creek W atershed
(W ashington County): Outings to this area continue to produce an
impressive list of species. Mary Grey will be our leader . From

Pittsbur gh, take 1-79 south to I-70. T ake I-70 west to the

T aylorstown exit. At the stop sign, turn left. At the next stop

sign, turn right. After about one mile, you will come to a blinking
red light. Proceed straight through this light and meet Dan in the

parking area about 200 yards on the left. If you get lost, ask for

directions to the S-bridge, which is a well-known local landmark

at this intersection. Meet at 8

AM. Be prepared for muddy trails

and pack a lunch to stay into the afternoon.

Saturday , April 8 — Pymatuning Area: Meet leader Bob
V anNewkirk (412-366-1694) at the Pymatuning W ildlife Learning
Center (W aterfowl Museum) at 9 AM. Plenty of waterfowl, lots

of Bald Eagles, and Rough-legged Hawks are likely , as well as the

area’ s albino Red-tailed Hawk. See March 25 for directions.
W ednesday , April 12 - W oodcock W alk: Meet leader

T ommy Byrnes (724-275-7230) for a second look this spring at

T imberdoodle. Meet at the

the strange display of the Ames/Giant

Eagle parking lot just of f the Harmar exit of Route 28 at 7 PM.

Meet in front of the old Ames store. W e will carpool and drive a
short distance to a field in Harmar T ownship that produced lots of
American W oodcock last year . Be prepared for a muddy walk and
bring a flashlight.

Sunday . April 23 — Lower Buf falo Creek W atershed

(W ashington County): Larry Helgerman (412-531-9273) will lead
us at this area which can produce an impressive list of species.

Meet at 8 AM. Be prepared for muddy trails and pack a lunch to
stay into the afternoon. See April 2 for directions.

Saturday . April 29 — Nine Mile Run W atershed (Lower

Frick Park): Chuck T ague and Jack Solomon (412-521-3365) will
be our leaders. Meet at 7:30 AM at the lower parking lot at the
Center for Creative Play , the last driveway on the right (east) side
of Braddock A venue as you're going south, just before (north of)
the entrance to the Parkway W e will bird the Nine Mile Run
(NMR) valley and see and learn about the ecological restoration

ef forts going on in the southern end of Frick Park. Neotropical

migrants should be out in force. Y ellow-throated W arbler has been
showing up here, and shorebirds are beginning to use the newly

created wetlands. This will be a joint outing with the NMR

W atershed Association. A late brunch at Kazanky' s is in the cards

whenever we tire or the birds slow down.
Sunday

, April 30 — Frick Park: Meet Jack Solomon (412-

521-3365) at 7:30 AM at the Frick Environmental Center parking
lot, of f Beechwood Blvd. just north of Forbes A ve., in Pittsbur
Squirrel Hill section for a bird walk starting farther north in Frick

than we will on April 29. Brunch at Kazansky" s.

continued on page
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continued fr om page 3

Sunday . April 30 — Moraine S tate Park: For this outing,
Bob Machesney (412-366-7869) will help us to explore a more
remote area of the park. This all-morning hike will take us to
Muddy Creek, the main source of water to Lake Arthur and an
abandoned railroad bed that once serviced the valley . Though we
may find some water birds in the flooded area on either side of the
railroad bed, our main focus will be passerines in the Frank
Preston Conservation Area. Bring plenty of water , lunch, and
proper footwear for the muddy trails and raingear . (It always rains
on Bob’ s outings!) Y ou should be in good physical condition.
Though most of the trail is fairly level, we will probably take a
bridal trail up to the top of the hill. At the farthest point we may
be over 2 miles from the parking lot. Meet in the parking lot
under the Route 528 Bridge at 7 AM. This area has a comfort sta
tion, but none will be available during the hike. W e will caravan
about 3 miles to the trailhead. From I-79, take Route 422 east
toward Butler , then Route 528 north several miles. At the north
end of the high bridge over Lake Arthur , make an immediate right
turn into the boat launch area.

W ednesday . May 3 — Panhandle T rail: Carol and Fred
McCullough (412-921-6873) will lead this new outing. It will
begin at the W alker "'s Mill entrance to the Panhandle T rail, which
is 1.5 miles from the Carnegie exit of I-79. From Pittsbur gh, take
1-79 south to the Carnegie exit. At the end of the exit ramp, turn
right onto Noblestown Road. T urn left onto W alkers Mill Road at
a stop sign. V ery soon there are clearly marked parking lots for
the trail on each side of W alkers Mill Road. Meet at 7:30 AM at
the shelter at the beginning of the trail. Bring a lunch to eat along
the trail

Friday-Friday , May 5-12 — Crane Creek/ Magee Marsh,
Ohio: Co-leaders Mar gie Kern and Jack Solomon (412-521-3365)

will lead this annual trip to see warblers and other migrants that

swarm there. Gather on Friday evening, May 5, in the Best

Budget Inn lobby , Route 163 east in Port Clinton. For reserva -

tions, contact the motel at 1735 East Perry S t., Port Clinton, OH
43452 (phone 419-734-5633). Ask for the Birder " s Discount.

More information will come in the next newsletter

W ednesday , May 10 - W oodcock W alk: Meet leader
T ommy Byrnes (724-275-7230) at the Ames/Giant Eagle parking
lot just of f the Harmar exit of Route 28 at 7:30 PM. Meet in front
of the old Ames store. W e will carpool and drive a short distance
to a field in Harmar T ownship that produced lots of American
W oodcock last year . Be prepared for mud and bring a flashlight to

witness the strange display of the T imberdoodle.

Sunday , May 14 — Lower Buf falo Creek W atershed

(W ashington County): Larry Helgerman (412-531-9273) will

again be the leader . Meetat 8 AM. Be prepared for muddy trails
and pack a lunch to stay into the afternoon. See April 2 for direc
tions.

Sunday , May 28 — Lower Buf falo Creek W atershed

(W ashington County): Larry Helgerman (412-531-9273) will lead
another visit to this exceptional birding area. Meet at 8 AM. Be
prepared for muddy trails and pack a lunch to stay into the after

noon. See April 2 for directions.

Meeting Minutes

Our Club W ill Host a S t ate

Ornithological Convention

By Pat and Sherron L ynch, Co-secret aries

About 55 members and visitors attended our membership
meeting on January 4, where the main topic of business was
whether the club should volunteer to host the 2008 annual meeting
of the Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology V ice President Jim
V alimont, leading the discussion, explained that hosting the two-
day meeting would involve selecting a central meeting area and
hotel, or ganizing field trips to find desirable birds, and having
experienced field trip leaders available.

President Jack Solomon, Bird Reports Editor Mike
Fialkovich, and Jim provided additional details on interacting with
hotel personnel, having a hospitality room with extras such as
cookies, and having appropriate maps and directions to the birding
sites. T ypically , between 80 and 100 PSO members from across
the state attend the annual meeting. The PSO does much of the
work such as registration, or ganizing a sales area, efc. Members
expressed their enthusiasm for the proposal by giving unanimous
consent to hosting the meeting.

S teve Thomas, the new Outings Chair , requested that anyone
who would like to volunteer to be an outing leader or had sugges
tions for possible outing locations to contact him. Paul Hess, edi
tor of The Per egrine , announced that the deadline for all future
issues of the club’ s newsletter would be the 10th of the month pre
ceding the next issue instead of the 15th. This would provide Paul
and the rest of the staf f more time to prepare the newsletter
Jim, the compiler of the Pittsbur gh Christmas Bird Count,
reported that 67 species, about average, were found but some still
needed documentation. He was applauded for his 21 years of
service as the compiler . Jack provided a summary of Larry
Helgerman’ s account of the CBC held in W ashington County s
which tallied 59 species. The sponsoring National Audubon
Society requires three years of conducting counts before a new
CBC area is certified.

Gabi Hughes introduced the evening’ s speaker , David
Liebmann. David is a board member of the Audubon Society of
W estern Pennsylvania and a teacher at Shadyside Academy , where
he has combined his interests in ornithology and literature.

David examined the vast collection of poetry books at
Carnegie Library and collected 500-600 poems about birds.
Through this research and other sources David is using the poems
to create a literary field guide to the birds. He explained to the
audience how one could analyze a poem by Emily Dickinson or
Robert Frost to capture the essence of the bird" s appearance,
behavior , and environment. Experienced bird watchers could
become literary detectives by using the bird’ s described behavior
to determine what the poet’ s landscape was like at the time the
poem was written. For instance, the Bobolink in a poem indicates
that Dickinson’ s home was surrounded by fields during her life
time rather than by the lar ge, old trees seen by visitors today
Frost' s Ovenbird was threatened by human encroachment and
habitat destruction.

The audience appreciated the humor David inserted into his
discussion and slide presentation. For his upcoming book, David

currently has finished 38 entries and anticipates completing his

book with about 30 more poems within the next six months.
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A Sea-soaked Encounter

W ith the Anchovy Patrol

By Chuck T ague

A full moon occurred on December 15, 2005. It was, of
course, the morning of the Spring T ide, the highest tide of the
twice-monthly cycle. S trong winds intensified the tide. When |
got to Ponce Inlet, the surfers were already in the water

Ponce Inlet is a break in eastern Florida’ s barrier islands. It
connects the Halifax River and Mosquito Lagoon with the Atlantic
Ocean. A stone jetty on the inlet' s north side protects it from pre -
vailing winds and prevents the migration of sand from filling the
navigation channels. There are public beaches on both shores of
the inlet. The two beaches, Lighthouse Point on the north and
New Smyrna on the south, are favorite surfing spots. These
beaches are often in the news According to The International
Shark Attack File there are more unprovoked shark attacks there
than anywhere else in the United S tates.

On the jetty the few fishermen tough enough to brave the tur -
bulent ocean worked the calmer waters to the south, the inlet side.
On the north side, eight-foot waves crashed onto the rocks. The
splash and spray soaked my clothes. | covered my camera and
held onto the rail as | scanned the rocks, the beach, and the churn -
ing water

The winds pushed Northern Gannets close to shore. Some
hovered and dove in the inlet, a most unusual behavior for these
of fshore wanderers. Brown Pelicans hunkered low in the channel
to mitigate the strong winds. All but a few Ring-billed and
Laughing Gulls had deserted the beach for the county landfill.
Those that remained mingled with aggregations of Herring and
Great Black-backed Gulls, Black Skimmers, and terns. The terns
on the beach were mostly Royal T erns with scattered groups of
Sandwich and Caspian. The lar ge and medium-sized of those
Larids were content to wait for the winds to subside and the tide
to recede. The only ones that aggressively foraged in the turbulent
waters were the smallest: Forster 's T erns and Bonaparte’ s Gulls.
The two species divided the fishing waters of f the jetty . The
terns hovered and dove into the calmer water of the inlet; the gulls
worked the crashing surf. T wo or three terns cruised just above
my line of sight about twenty feet above the water When they
spotted prey , they kited briefly like Rough-legged Hawks, then
dropped. They hit the water with heads down and wings back.
Their beaks and bodies submer ged but their wing tips, now verti -
cal, remained above the surface. The terns recovered almost
instantaneously and shot up at a steep angle. Often, but not
always, one emer ged with a glistening silver fish slightly longer
than its thin beak. | had to look closely and quick. The terns
swallowed their catch before they rose above the jetty’ s walkway

On the other side of the jetty the waves rolled in, not quite
parallel to the rocks. About a half-dozen Bonaparte’ s Gulls
worked the jetty like a conveyor belt. They started from the end
of the walkway , where the rock wall steepened and the waves
bounced up rather than curled over the top. They flew in a ran -
domly spaced single line, never more than a few inches above the
waves. As they approached shore they banked away , doubled
back and started again. Their flight was a bouncy yet fluttery
series of spurts and glides. | set up my tripod and followed the
graceful gulls with my camera. Through the viewfinder | discov -
ered their secret. W ith a strategy the opposite of the terns, they let

the water bring the fish to them.

THE A TT ACK - A Bonapar te’ s Gull dips to grab a fish along the

jetty at Ponce Inlet, Florida. (photograph by Chuck T ague)
THE SUCCESS — A Forster 'sT ern,car r ying a tiny fish, shows that

it was an exper t diver . (photograph by Chuck T ague)

The gulls worked the waves like surfers. They maneuvered

between two waves then glided along in the trough. As the lead

wave approached the jetty , its peak rose and sharpened. The com
pressed water forced the small fish near the surface into the
wave’ s crest.

The Bonaparte’ s Gulls rose with the wave, some

times paddling with their feet like storm-petrels. They then
plunged their heads into the crest. They pulled up quickly , before
the force of the waves crashed them against the rocks. Usually a
gull had a small silver fish in its beak, the same size fish the
Forster 's T erns caught across the jetty

Although it' sdif ficult to identify the species of fish, even
with photographs, my best guess is that the birds caught a type of
anchovy . The gulls and terns fought the wind and risked bone-
shattering crashes on the rocks for anchovies, those oily , salty
morsels that can screw-up a pizza, yet make a Caesar ‘s salad a
culinary delight.

A sudden gust rattled my sea-soaked trousers. | felt a chill.
S till the pigeon-sized gulls cut through the wind with grace and
s Gulls do. |

courage. In mid-December that' s what Bonaparte'

shook of f the chill and laughed. It reminded me of Bonaparte’

Gulls in western Pennsylvania. The first Bonaparte’ s | found

dropped out of snow squalls of f Pittsbur gh' s point. The memory

of the wind that cut through layers of clothes, the burn in my

continued on page
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gloveless fingers, and the stinging sleet on my face is as vivid as
the memory of the gulls’ surprising elegance. | remembered shiv
ering uncontrollably as | scrutinized hundreds of Boneys from the
North Pier at Presque Isle, hoping to spot the dark underwings of a
vagrant Little Gull. | saw Bonaparte’ s Gulls methodically work
the crashing waves below the spillway at Linesville. Those rocks,
however , were crusted with ice.
A Bonaparte’ s Gull plunged into a wave in front of me,
just before the wave disintegrated into a rocketing spray The bird
pulled out, an anchovy in its beak.
so cold. | felt the warmth of the rising sun on my neck and arms.
For December Bonaparte' s Gulls, the conditions were embarrass

ingly pleasant. Y et this did not diminish the elegance of the gulls.

Four Banded Birds Had

W estern Pa. Connections

By four recent and r of

banded birds had to western

1. A Golden-crowned Kinglet banded by 3RBC member
Fred McCullough at the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory
in W est V ir ginia on October 6, 2004, was recaptured at a banding
station in Guelph, Ontario, on September 27, 2005. Fred and
Carol McCullough are both busy banders at the AFMO.
2. A T rumpeter Swan found by Sam Eckenrod at Saltsbur
Indiana County , on November 15, 2005, was wearing a neck band

marked OA4. Mar garet Higbee, Pennsylvania Bir ds compiler for

the county , tracked down the swan’ s origin. It had been banded as

a cygnet in June 2004 at Shenango W ildlife Area near Kinsman,
Ohio, in that state’ s T rumpeter Swan introduction project. It was

seen again near W arrenton, V ir ginia, in December

3. A Red Knot found by Pittsbur gh naturalist Chuck T ague
on the beach at Ponce Inlet, Florida, on December 17, 2005, had
been banded on May 24, 2005, at S

tone Harbor , New Jersey

Chuck reported the band number , and zoologist Kathleen E. Clark
of the New Jersey Division of Fish and W ildlife informed him that
it was seen again on December 29, at New Smyrna Beach,
Florida.
She told Chuck, “This bird was banded as part of a study to
determine migration routes and body condition of shorebirds stop
ping over in Delaware Bay . Biologists from New Jersey and
Delaware, with an international team of scientists, have banded
over 32,000 shorebirds in Delaware Bay since 1997. Most of the
birds are Red Knots, Ruddy T urnstones, Sanderlings, and
Semipalmated Sandpipers, stopping in the bay on their northbound
migration to Arctic nesting areas. Color -marking, and particularly
the individual markers, has resulted in a better understanding of
survival, migration routes, nesting and wintering areas. Y our
observation will contribute to this important information.”
4. A dead Chipping Sparrow found by T ravis L ynn at
Conneaut Lake, Pennsylvania, on July 29, 2005, had been banded
on  April 6, 2004, at the Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Natural
History in

Y ork, South Carolina. Bill Hilton Jr ., executive director

of the center , is a former western Pennsylvanian. He lived in

Crafton and Brookline before moving south with his parents.

The splashing water didn’ t feel

Outings Revisited

W e Saw Birds Far and W

ide

— and Even Indoors, T 00

Lower Buf  falo Cr eek W atershed — October 30: This was
my last scheduled outing of the season in Important Bird Area No.
80 in W ashington County . I was lucky once again, because it was
a beautiful morning for the 1 1 birders who came. The night
before had brought the first hard frost of the fall. Leaves were
falling fast. Gloves were holding binoculars again.

W e made plans to take a long walk down from a ridge top
into the Dog Run valley , named for the feeder stream that cuts
though it. A drive along the scenic ridge preceded the hike, and
at a number of stops we scoured various habitats for avian activi
ty . W ith most of the Neotropical summer breeders well on their
way to warmer climates, the northern species become our prime
focus. IBA-80 is a great place for sparrow hunting in fall, and
Savannah, Field, Song, Swamp, T ree, White-throated, and White-
crowned Sparrows were everywhere. All the local woodpeckers
except Red-headed were found. A few flocks of Red-winged

Blackbirds were seen. Bluebirds just seem to glow

fall days. A few Y ellow-rumps were the last of the season’
blers.
Our normal routine of lunch at the Green Cove
were back to normal after a

came after the hike. W ater levels

summer drought, and a walk around the wetlands produced a late

Green Heron and three W ilson' s Snipes. It s amazing how snipe
can blend in with their surroundings.

The main group birded until mid-afternoon. Mary Grey and |
continued until late afternoon, adding a few more to our 47 total
species including Barred Owl and Great Horned Owl, which were
calling. A Golden-crowned Kinglet and a group of calling
W rens at Dutch Fork Lake, now a “field of weeds,”
the cake of this fantastic fall day —by leader Larr

Y ellow Cr eek S tate Park — November 5: Eleven persons

showed up for the joint T odd Bird Club and 3RBC outing.

morning was cool, but the sun eventually peeked through the

clouds. A walk along the trail to the lake from the first parking lot

yielded a raft of 20 Ruddy Ducks and a Great Blue Heron.

second stop, which was below the maintenance building, we

added Eastern Bluebird, Pied-billed Grebes, and Killdeer

Y ellow Cove the flock of 184 Canada Geese included one adult

white-morph Snow Goose, and we counted 1 1 Green-winged

several Mallards, and 43 American Coots there.
As we drove into the main recreational area, we spotted a late

Brown Thrasher on the ground in front of the shrub row

pines in the main part of the park yielded 3 Red-breasted

Nuthatches, 5 Golden-crowned Kinglets, and 3 Y ellow-rumped

W arblers. From the beach we observed 2 Common Loons that

seemed to spend more time under water than above. Everyone

finally saw them, but they were not very cooperative.

the observatory was productive. On the water here were an

American Black Duck and a Gadwall in addition to more

Mallards, teal, and Ruddy Ducks. A Greater Y ellowlegs was

standing on a stump in what had been Phalarope Flats. (W

levels had risen with more rainfall, and less water was being

released from the dam.) T wo hunters walking out the spit flushed

the day’ s only W ilson' s Snipe.

Four of us — Mabel and Glenn Matteson, Roger Higbee, and |

continued on page
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Outings Revisited

continued fr om page 6
ended the outing at the Mayflower Buf fet. It was a delicious end
ing to a lovely birding day . —by leader Margar et Higbee
Pymatuning S tate Park — November 13: Other than the
blustery wind and the cloudy skies that dominated the weather Lt

was a good bird-filled day for the six adults and two children who
met at the W ildlife Learning Center . On the walk up to the nature
center we saw a Brown Creeper , Black-capped Chickadees, and a
Golden-crowned Kinglet. While scanning the vista, birders quick
ly called out their sightings. Three immature Bald Eagles, lots of
Double-crested Cormorants, a Mute Swan, and an Osprey were
spotted. A lar ge raft of ducks was so far out and the lighting was
too poor to identify the species. In the woodlot near us, a
Northern Flicker and a Red-bellied W oodpecker announced their
presence.

At Miller ''s Pond we saw the Cattle Egret that had been
reported in the area a few days before. It was foraging in the

shrubby vegetation along the back edges of the pond. Green-

winged T eal, American W igeon, American Black Duck, Northern

Shoveler , and Gadwall were swimming in the pond. A lone
Herring Gull was resting in the grass field beside the pond. A
drive along W ilson Road produced lots of Canada Geese in the

fields on both sides of the road and an American Kestrel that was
perched at the top of a small tree.
Ring-billed Gulls and Mallards dominated the area around

the Spillway . The two children tried to hand-feed bread to the
gulls. They sure looked like they were having fun, but | do not
know if they lured any takers. Another Bald Eagle was sighted
along with cormorants and Ruddy Ducks.

The fish hatchery proved to be the best place to see the best
variety of waterfowl. Green-winged T eal, Gadwall, Northern
Shovelers, a Lesser Scaup, Common Mer gansers, Buf flehead, and
many Hooded Mer

gansers were present. T wo Bonaparte’ s Gulls

strafed the lily pad beds. At least 20 Great Blue Herons were in
the area; some were roosting, some were hunting. Four Bald
Eagles were observed; this time they were soaring over the tree
line or on the edge of the lake.
After a lunch and wind break at the Spillway Inn, we headed
back to Miller s Pond to try for a better look at the Cattle Egret
and to find the leucistic Red-tailed Hawk. Bingo! The kids and
dad got to see this famous hawk. Dad kept telling his children
that this might be a once-in-a-lifetime look at this beautiful bird.

As we drove along Route 285, the Cattle Egret was seen in an

open field adjacent to Miller "s Pond and only 30 yards of f the
road.
W e added two additional sightings of Bald Eagles at Geneva
Marsh. The next stop was at The W ells, where we discovered
American T ree Sparrows, 50 or more Rusty Blackbirds, a Fox
Sparrow , Red-winged Blackbirds, and two more adult Bald
Eagles.
Our last stop was at Custards, where we found a Pied-billed
Grebe. Three Red-tailed Hawks were riding the thermals over the

trees bordering the marsh, and two more adult Bald Eagles were

perched on separate snags. The father asked his children if they

wanted to see more eagles. His son replied, “Okay , but they are

so common.” Out of the mouths of babes — wouldn’ tit be won -
derful if Bald Eagles truly were common birds? For the day ,we
had sighted 14 Bald Eagles and 48 species of birds. —by leader

Bob V' anNewkirk

OUTING HIGHLIGHT — Par ticipants in our club s outing at

Pymatuning S tate Park on November 1 1, 2005, had a rar etr eat
this Cattle Egr et at the Miller Ponds — a species seldom seen in

western Pennsylvania. See leader Bob V/ anNewkirk' s outing r epor

on this page. (photograph by Geoff Malosh)

Lake Ar  thur — November 16: Rain, sleet, hail, tempera -
tures falling from the 60" s to the low 40’ s, and seven 3RBC mem
bers made for an invigorating outing. At the South Shore Day Use
Area there were lar ge rafts of American Coots and Ruddy Ducks
as well as Horned Grebes, Buf fleheads, Pied-billed Grebes, and a
few Ring-necked Ducks.

Despite the lack of boats, the open waters were empty of

waterfowl. From the observation platform Gadwalls, Lesser
Scaup and W ood Duck were observed.
From Barkley Road several American W igeons were in view

The boat launch at Porter ' s Cove yielded views of Northern
Pintails and American Black Ducks.

Before ending the outing at Eppinger *s, where the buckwheat
pancakes are better than ever , everyone saw the raft of several
hundred Ring-necked Ducks at the pond below Route 19.

—by leader Car ol McCullough

Southwestern V eterans Center — December 4 W e birded
for several hours at the center on Highland Drive across
W ashington Boulevard from Highland Park. Leader Dan Y agusic
got us access to the several acres of wooded grounds. The site is
adjacent to a major power line, so there' s lots of good habitat.

Dan has been reporting good birds from there, although
things were slow on this morning. S till, we had Cedar W axwings,
White-throated Sparrows, Dark-eyed Juncos, Sharp-shinned
Hawk, American Robin, chickadee sp., American Goldfinch,
T ufted T itmouse, and a few other birds.

Afterwards, Dan and the four participants (Sue Solomon and
I, and Carole and Al Borek) drifted down to the Highland Park
Bridge to see the Herring Gulls. Another jaunt took us to a spot
on the Allegheny River , just of f the corner of Butler S treet and
57th S treet across from the outlet of Pine Creek. The Bald Eagle
that Dan has been seeing there was a no-show , but it pleased us to
find an American Kestrel, Ring-billed Gulls, and a Great Blue
Heron.

Finally , we all retired to a cof fee shop in Lawrenceville, the
“Perk Me Up Cof feehouse,” not terribly far up Butler S treet from

continued on page
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the Highland Park Bridge. Al and Carole live nearby , and recom

mended the place to us. There, a woman and man played, respec
tively , a flute and accordion — an odd pairing of instruments, but |
enjoyed it. They were playing an Irish tune | knew and liked. It
went well with my Fair T rade Colombian cof fee and big, crumbly
tasty scone.

T rudging through the snow , seeing a few old familiar friends,
human and avian, even if only a few of each show up, is a very
good day . The cof fee house would have been good under any cir
cumstances, but when it topped of f a few hours of cold-weather
birding with friendly birders (my favorite kind of people) it was

extra special. —by par ticipant Jack Solomon

National A viar y — December 8 Christopher , Everett, and
Nathaniel Martin, three children, attended and contributed pencil
and crayon drawings in response to Sue Solomon’ s request that
they write the outing-revisited report story for this tour . Their

work will be on display at a future club meeting. Based on what

BIRDING WITH T ODD -
A joint outing with the T odd Bir d
Club at Y ellow Cr eek S tate Park in

Indiana County has become a tra -
dition for our club. Par ticipants in

the foray on November 5, 2005,

gather ed befor e the bir ding began.

Leader Mar gar et Higbee, at right,

repor tson page 6 that a Snow

Goose was among the day’ s best
discoveries.

(photograph by Roger Higbee)

they drew , some of their favorite birds were the Hammerkop,
Spangled Cotinga, Pygmy Falcon, Paradise T anager , and Bald
Eagle.

W e were met by one of the keepers, T erri Roesch, who gave
us a guided tour of her area of responsibility , the rooms with
North and South American birds. Chris Munch, another keeper
then took over for the rooms containing birds from the rest of the

planet. Both T erri and Chris adeptly answered all our questions
and explicated the mission of the National A viary and the latest
news on personnel changes and other events there.

A blue bird, about the size of a chicken, perhaps a species of
pigeon, stalked my husband, Jack, and displayed at his feet while
vocalizing agitatedly . Chris explained that this was the kind of
reaction the bird, a male, had when it saw a threat or another male
rival. Jack said he gets that from lots of guys. This may be the
event which led young Nathaniel to comment on his drawing that
“my favorite thing was the male pigeon making its call.”

This was the right kind of field trip for a cold December day
—by Christopher , Ever ett and Nathaniel Mar tin, with help

fr om Sue Solomon

News and Notes

BILL JUDD IS ILL: Many of our 3RBC members know
Bill Judd and V icki Judd, who have been active in many birding

activities including Bl s leadership of our outings at the

Allegheny Front Hawk W atch. He suf fered a stroke in January
while he and V icki were visiting relatives in Michigan and is

under  going rehabilitation there. His recovery is progressing well,

according to reports from V icky . Address cards to W illiam Judd,

clo V ir ginia Hall, 2162 Champaign Road, Lincoln Park, Mi

48146. (V ir ginia is Bill ssister  -in-law )
SEE BEECHWOOD'S BIRDS LIVE: Y ou can watch the
Audubon Society of W estern Pennsylvania’ s Beechwood Farms

feeders on your computer Brian Shema and Scott Detwiler of the
ASWP staf f have installed and programmed a “Live Bird Camera”
focused on the hungry visitors in Beechwood' s Backyard Habitat

Area. Higher resolution, wider -angle views, and interactive

opportunities are in store in the future — among them a constant
“streaming” video of the habitat area. At this time a new image is

uploaded to the website every 10 seconds. See the fascinating

webcam images at http://www .aswp.or g/birding.php

EDUCA TION ON THE RIVER: Pittsbur gh V oyager ,a
river -based educational or ganization for students and teachers is
of fering a variety of programs and tours this year . T eacher training
workshops will focus on strengthening teacher competencies in
environmental education, comparing and contrasting the
Allegheny and Amazon rivers, geology of the river valleys, and

environmental issues involving water . A ‘“Boats, Bridges and

W ater” program will focus on physical science and mathematics

involving boat operations, bridge engineering, hydrology , geology
and meteorology . For information, see the or ganization” s website
at  www .pittsbur. ‘ghvoyager .or n-prodev -htm
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Presque Isle W aterbird Count

Produces New Knowledge

(Editor s note: Those who r ead the PaBir ds e-mail list have

seen postings by Jer ry Mcw illiams r epor ting his daily waterbir

counts at Pr esque Isle. On Mike Fialkovich’ s suggestion, | asked

Jer r y to write about his findings. Her e is his essay . Ther

his count in 2005 ar e on page 10.)

By Jerry McW

My original purpose when | began the waterbird count was
not to conduct an or ganized survey of waterbird movement over
the lake, but merely to satisfy my curiosity | had always won
dered whether birds were migrating over the lake undetected,
because most birding has been done around the park and the bay
not on the lake. Sunset Point seemed the best lookout from which
to view the activity . because it is the beach that extends farthest
into Lake Erie. A single morning at this site convinced me that
more waterbirds were passing than most birders had ever wit
nessed at the park.

In 1992 | began to conduct the fall counts in an or
manner , beginning as early as late September and ending as late as
early January , and | have continued every year
years | have recorded 66 species of water -related birds, mainly
ducks, geese, swans, loons, grebes, cormorants, and shorebirds.
During the first few years | went out only when winds were
f from work.

northerly , on weekends, or on days of

years | have surveyed on every day of f, regardless of the weather
Now that | am retired, | have been able to go almost daily

Though the data are not scientifically sound because of the
multitude of variables, | have learned some interesting things.
One of the most astounding discoveries | made was the abundance
of Red-throated Loons that pass by Presque Isle every year
over a hundred years, Red-throated Loons were thought to be rare
and irregular migrants in Erie County This is understandable
because most Red-throated Loons passing the park are flying at
least a mile or more of fshore. Birders in Cleveland, Ohio, who
watch the lake regularly still see only a handful of Red-throated
Loons. This may be in part because the loons are flying too far
of fshore for the observers to detect. Itis also possible that they
are turning inland somewhere between Ohio and Presque Isle.
The average number of Red-throated Loons reported before |
started the surveys in 1992 was about three or four birds a year
every two or three years. Recent counts from Sunset Point have
yielded seasonal highs of over 300 birds, with as many as 63 birds
counted in one day The same can be said about Common Loons.
Though they have never been considered rare or irregular in Erie
County , far more are seen in the fall now than ever before.
Horned Grebes have always been fairly common in Presque
Isle Bay in the fall, but nothing had ever been written about or
ized movements of this species on Lake Erie, at least from Erie
County They were always reported in groups of various sizes sit
ting on the water around the park, not moving in masses over
Lake Erie. In most years Horned Grebes begin moving over the
lake in late October and continue until early December
heaviest movements usually occurring in November
most waterbirds, the heaviest movements occur during the first
couple of hours after sunrise. They never fly more that a foot or
two above the surface of the water and always parallel to the
shoreline.

One species that has become common everywhere is Double-

crested Cormorant. The number of these migrants over Lake Erie

In recent

esults of

illiams

ganized

During these 14

, with the

As with

has increased dramatically in recent years. Annual counts from
Sunset Point now exceed several thousand birds.

W aterbird count data show that there have been some years
of heavier migration over the lake. One period when both puddle
ducks and diving ducks were recorded in relatively high numbers
was during 1997, 1998, and 1999 For some species, daily highs
have not been exceeded since then, despite my spending more
hours of observation in recent years. These species include
Horned Grebe, T undra Swan, Gadwall, scaup species, all three
scoters, Buf flehead, and Common Goldeneye.

W ind direction seems to have a role in which direction the
birds fly On days when the wind has a westerly or northerly
component, most birds tend to fly in a west-southwest direction,
following the shoreline. On days when the wind blows from a
more easterly or southerly direction, most birds tend to fly in an
east-northeast direction. Some birds are nearly always seen flying

in one direction regardless of the wind direction. Brant, for exam

ple, are always recorded flying east. On some days, all ducks are
flying west, while nearly all loons are flying east. This is espe
cially true of Red-throated Loons.
| believe there may be at least two things at work to create
those patterns of movement. | think southbound birds often like
to follow such as and ridges.
Some species, such as T undra Swan and Brant, are more inclined
to be in a hurry to shorten their periods of migration. | believe

those are the ones that fly in a more consistent easterly direction,
despite wind direction. Other species that tend to be hardier
including many of the ducks and loons, may zigzag around and

not be in a hurry and are satisfied to have longer migration peri

ods. They may be more inclined to stick to the ridges and shore

lines. A case in point are Common Loons. | have seen them fly
west following the shoreline and then gain altitude and turn

inland. | have seen numbers of Common Loons flying southeast

high over Route 20 and Interstate 90.

The second reason may be that birds are staging on the lake

and are moving around following sources of food. They may
roost on one part of the lake during the night and fly to another
part to feed during the day . | don’ t think this is true for most
species, but Red-breasted Mer gansers and scaup may be doing
this, especially on days when | see these two species flying in both
directions.
| suspect that late-season (mid-November through December)
Parasitic Jaegers are hanging around and just cruising as if to fol
low a coastline. These are always immature, probably first-year
birds. 1 think they get caught up with the gulls that fly back and
forth along the south shore of Lake Erie.
Though gulls and shorebirds tend not to fly in an or ganized

manner over the lake, there are occasions when apparent migration
seems to be occurring. On those days one can expect to see
jaegers and unusual gulls Parasitic and Pomarine Jaegers were
once thought to be extremely rare in Erie County along Lake Erie
and were reported only once every five to ten years. In recent
years sightings have become annual because of the waterbird
counts.

Another surprise was the number of falcons, harriers, and
owls that cross the lake. As far as | know , no one had ever seen
Northern Saw-whet Owls crossing the lake in Erie County
not a surprise to see passerines. Many started the crossing from
Canada before daylight and did not reach the south shore until
after daybreak. The same can be said of bats. Many of these
birds and bats fall prey to gulls and falcons, which are also pass
ing over the lake. On many occasions | have witnessed a gull
knocking a kinglet down into the water , picking it up, and eating it

when the kinglet was only a few yards from making landfall.

Itis
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W A TERBIRD COUNT 2005

Sunset Point, Presque Isle

T ime Period: Sept. 27 to Dec. 30, 2005
Hours observed: 132

Species of water -related birds: 47

Species of other birds: 16
T otal of all species of birds: 63

Individuals of water -related birds: 58,725

Individuals of other species of birds: 373

T otal of all individuals: 59,098

Canada Goose 403
Unidentified small goose 1
Brant 12

T undra Swan 488

W ood Duck 14
Gadwall 42
American W igeon 99
American Black Duck 206
Mallard 41 1
Blue-winged Teal 1
Northern Shoveler 19
Northern Pintail 6
Green-winged T eal 27
Canvasback 1,031

Redhead 351

Ring-necked Duck 78

Greater Scaup 1,003

Lesser Scaup 8,674

Scaup species 6,888

Harlequin Duck 2

Surf Scoter 41

White-winged Scoter 41

Black Scoter 13

Surf/Black Scoter 79

Long-tailed Duck 193

Buf flehead 366

Common Goldeneye 392

Hooded Mer ganser 106
Common Mer ganser 395
Red-breasted Mer ganser 30,668
Red-throated Loon 109

Common Loon 1,574

Loon species 89

Horned Grebe 1,038

Red-necked Grebe 6

Eared Grebe 2

Double-crested Cormorant 3,803

RIVER RARITY — Jer ry Mcw

Ducks at Pr esque Isle last fall
uncommon in southwestern Pennsylvania, wher

male appear

County

illiams counted 193 Long-tailed

See his list above. The species is

Great Blue Heron 5
Black-bellied Plover 1
Kildeer 1

Solitary Sandpiper 1
Spotted Sandpiper 4
Sanderling 17

Purple Sandpiper 3

Dunlin 9

Unidentified shorebird 1
Parasitic/Pomarine Jaeger 4 HONORING ESTHER — Esther
Little Gull 5

Allen and her husband, Dave,

arley

pause beside the marker naming a trail at Raccoon Cr eek S tate
Black-legged Kittiwake 1
Caspian Tem 1 Park in her honor (photograph by Chuck T ague)
Common Tem 1
Osprey 1
Bald Eagle 2 )
o Harir 2 A T rail at Raccoon Creek
Red-tailed Hawk 1
Merlin 1 i
IsaT ribute to Esther Allen
Peregrine Falcon 6
Northern Fiicker 1
Kinglet species 13
By Susanne V
European S tarling 170
American Pipit 49 Our W issahickon Nature Club outing to Raccoon Creek S
Y ellow-rumped W arbler 1 Park on 27, 2005, with a deserving celebra
Dark-eyed Junco 2
tion. At least 60 nature enthusiasts met at the park of fice on
Snow Bunting 108
Red-winged Blackbird 1 Route 18 to hike the V alley Picnic T rail. The sky , in its finest

Pine Siskin 5 cerulean blue, embraced the hikers as we delighted in the glories

American Goldfinch 1

of nature. Esther Allen and Chuck
Unidentified small passerine 9

of autumn on the trail.

T ague identified the wonders

Red Bat 1 Afterwards, we convoyed to the W ildflower Reserve on the
Unidentifed bat 1 opposite side of the park to honor one of our most beloved mem
Monarch 4
bers, Esther G . Allen. Several months ago, the W issahickon
Nature Club requested that the park re-name a trail in her honor
Park authorities quickly complied. The Deer T rail is now named
the Esther G . Allen T rail.
W ell-known botanist, naturalist, and excellent photographer
Esther has won numerous awards for her work. She was the 2000
recipient of Audubon’ s W .E. Clyde T odd A ward, took many of the
photos in The W ildflowers of Pennsylvania , and has taught classes
at Phipps Conservatory ,at  Audubon, and at Allegheny County
Community College.
The Esther G . Allen T rail in the W ildflower Reserve is cer

tainly a fitting memorial to the life of someone who has done so
much and inspired so many
Esther until she reached the trail, escorted by Park Ranger Patrick
Adams. Dave Allen, her husband and loyal chauf
at the trailhead.

Jack Solomon composed and recited a limerick:

Ther e sawondr ous naturalist named Esther
And at botany no one can best ‘er
In height she is small,
e this first-winter 9

But her knowledge is tall,

ed on the Beaver River at New Brighton, Beaver

For the Spirit of Natur e has blessed ‘er

, on December 10, 2005. (photograph by Geoff Malosh)

10

The dedication was kept secret from

feur

, greeted her
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Christmas Bird Count s
continued fr om page 1
T omazin, Red-winged Blackbirds by W alt and Dana Shaf fer ,and

high White-crowned Sparrow numbers by Eric Marchbein and

Claire S taples. All-around high species tallies were by Kate S t.

John, T ommy Byrnes, and Mary Grey
The feeder watchers were also very important, adding more

than 500 birds to our total of individuals. They also added to the

species list with Gail W adzita calling in Barred Owls, Debbie

S tout with Great Horned Owls, Diane Scott with Brown-headed

Cowbirds, and Deb S tefkovich with Northern Bobwhite and

Black-capped Chickadee. (Editor ''s note: This is a notable find

because the CBC area is within Carolina Chickadee range.)

Other notes: The wintering White-Crowned Sparrows are of

special interest, staying consistent with last year at 145. Species

with good increases over last year ' s numbers were Song Sparrows

up threefold, Dark-eyed Juncos up 50 percent, Eastern T owhees

doubled, Pileated W oodpeckers tripled, White-breasted Nuthatches

up 30 percent, Red-bellied W oodpeckers up 20 percent, and

Brown Creepers up 75 percent. The Red-tailed Hawk population

seems to be stable at 49, and Blue Jays doubled to 217, hopefully

a good indication that the W est Nile V irus is not af fecting them

here.

Pitt  sburgh South Hills — December 18

(list by Compiler Nancy Page)

Great Blue Heron 10
Canada Goose 339

Mallard 304

Northern Harrier 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2

Cooper s Hawk 14
Accipiter species 1
Red-shouldered Hawk 1
Red-tailed Hawk 55

American Kestrel 9

W ild T urkey 108
American Coot 3

Ring-billed Gull 2

Rock Pigeon 358

Mourning Dove 431

Eastern Screech-Owl 4

Great Horned Owl 4

Barred Owl 1

Belted Kingfisher 7

Red-bellied W oodpecker 1 16
Y ellow-bellied Sapsucker 4
Downy W oodpecker 104
Hairy W oodpecker 16
Northern Flicker 32

Pileated W oodpecker 20
Blue Jay 287

American Crow 315

Common Raven 2

Black-capped Chickadee 28
Carolina Chickadee 71

Chickadee species 371

Get Ready for a Great Bird

Tufted T itmouse 210
Red-breasted Nuthatch 2
White-breasted Nuthatch 108
Brown Creeper 8

Carolina W ren 98
Golden-crowned Kinglet 20
Easter Bluebird 54

Hermit Thrush 5
American Robin 239

Gray Catbird 2

Northern Mockingbird 19
Cedar W axwing 16
European S tarling 1986
Y ellow-rumped W arbler 7
Northern Cardinal 41 1
Eastern T owhee 4

American T ree Sparrow 16
Field Sparrow 1

Song Sparrow 265

Swamp Sparrow 2

White-throated Sparrow 101
White-crowned Sparrow 56

Dark-eyed Junco 286

Common Grackle 1

Brown-headed Cowbird 1

House Finch 134

Pine Siskin 1

American Goldfinch 301

House Sparrow 447

60 species; 7,821 birds

Make sure your feeders are filled and your binoculars are

handy February 17-20 for the annual Great Backyard Bird Count

sponsored by the National
Laboratory of Ornithology
from all over North

See the Cornell website for details:

America last February

Audubon Society and Cornell

. Counters submitted 52,000 checklists

. Join the fun in 2006.

www. -birdsource.or g/gbbc .
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EXCITING DISCOVER
southwestern Pennsylvania is always a special tr
a Christmas Bir d Count list is even better
IBA-80 CBC in W

discover ers wer

photograph as documentation.

Y - Finding a Red-headed W

ashington County on December 18. The two

oodpecker in

eat. Adding it to

, and it highlighted the

e Amy and Jar red T aracido, who submitted this

Endangered / Threatened

Bird List Has Changed

The Pennsylvania Game Commission has approved changes

in the classification of six bird species as endangered or threatened

in the state. Douglas

gered birds specialist, reported the changes as follows:

Bald Eagle to threatened from endangered

Dickcissel to endangered from threatened

Sedge W ren to endangered from threatened

Y ellow-bellied Flycatcher to endangered from threatened

Black-crowned Night-Heron to endangered (formerly not listed)

Blackpoll W arbler to endangered (formerly not listed)

Endangered/threatened status pertains to breeding populations

within the state, not to their national classifications. Gross noted
that the Bald Eagle population has recovered to the level where it
can be upgraded from endangered to threatened.
were active in the state last year (up from two or three in the early
1980s). “This is cause for celebration,” he said.

Pennsylvania’ s endangered species are now
Bittern, Great Egret, Black-crowned Night-Heron,
crowned Night-Heron, Peregrine Falcon, King Rail, Common
T emn, Black T ern, Short-eared Owl,
Loggerhead Shrike, Sedge W ren, Blackpoll

Dickcissel. Classified as threatened are Osprey

Upland Sandpiper

A. Gross, PGC wildlife biologist and endan

At least 97 nests

American

Y ellow-

Y ellow-bellied Flycatcher

W arbler , and

, Bald Eagle, and



The Peregrine

Birds in the Three Rivers

Area: Oct. — Nov . 2005

By Mike Fialkovich, Bird Report s Editor
Unexpected birds and a few late migrants were the highlights
of the late fall migration season.
Uncommon in this part of the state, a Snow Goose was

observed flying up the Ohio River with a flock of Canada Geese

at Dashields Dam 1 1/27 (GM). The first T undra Swans of the
fall were heard flying over East Liberty before dawn 1 1/14 (DY).
W aterfowl highlights include a Nor  thern Pintail in Findlay

T ownship 1 1/9 (GM), a Nor  thern Shoveler on the Ohio River

111 1(MV),anda Gadwall at Findlay T ownship 10/24 (MV).

Three Ruddy Ducks were at North Park 1 1/10 (PL, SL).

Eighty T urkey V ultur es were counted at Dashields 10/21

(MV). Ospr eys  were reported 10/9 flying over East Liberty (DY)

and 10/17 at Dashields Dam on the Ohio River (MV). T wo Bald

Eagles were at Dashields 10/17 (MV) and one was sighted at Etna

1 1/26 (DY). A Nor thern Goshawk was an exciting bird at

Imperial 10/23 where it made an impressive dive at prey but did
not capture anything (RG).

Spotted Sandpipers lingered into mid-October with three

birds 10/15 and one 10/21, all at Etna (DY). A Pectoral
Sandpiper at Imperial 10/16 was late (GM). A Bonapar te' s Gull
was at Dashields 10/14 (MV). A Common T emn at Duck Hollow

on the Monongahela River 10/9 was a late migrant (DW). There

are very few fall records for this species in the county

Interestingly , late Common T ems were also reported in Lancaster

County and Erie County around this time.

Shor t-ear ed Owls (three birds) were first noted at Imperial

10/30 (DY). A Nor thern Saw-whet Owl was observed at close

range in Fox Chapel 10/4 (BS). Subsequent searches did not

reveal the bird. This was a bit early and a surprising find in the

Pittsbur gh area. The last report | received for Ruby-thr oated
Hummingbird was 10/7 in Shaler T ownship (JH).

A Common Raven was an unusual find near Pittsbur gh. It
was observed flying and calling from the area near Brunot' s Island
on the Ohio River 10/22 (CT L), A leucistic T ufted T itmouse
visited a feeder in McCandless T ownship in mid-November It

was described as washed-out beige all over , lacking any typical

gray color , with white primaries on the right wing (MK). Red-
br easted Nuthatches were welcome sights at feeders in Natrona

Heights, Penn Hills, Churchill, and Harmar T ownship in October

and November (PH, MF . WS, DS, JV). A late Ruby-cr owned
Kinglet was in Moon T ownship 1 1/10 (GM).
There was a spectacular fly-over of 5,000-6,000 American

Robins in the Imperial area at dusk 10/23 (GM). The birds were
probably headed to a roost site. A Hermit Thrush and a late
Gray Catbird were at Sewickley Heights Park 1 1/12 (BVN)

Migrant Orange-cr owned W arblers continued into October

with birds at Harrison Hills Park 9/30 (JS, SS, PH, et al.) and

10/16 (PH). A late Nor  thern Parula was reported at East Liberty

10/3 (DY). Single Cape May W arblers were found in Etna 10/1

(DY), Frick Park 10/2 (JS, SS), Harrison Hills Park 10/6 (PH),
W arbler

and East Liberty 10/14 (DY). A late Y ellow-thr oated

was a nice find at Mayview W etlands 10/9 (NN) — the second seen

this fall for this species which is rarely reported this time of year

Other late warblers included a Nashville W arbler 10/31 at East
Liberty (DY), a Black-thr oated Blue W arbler at Dashields 10/17
(MV), a Black-thr oated Gr een W arbler at Frick Park 10/21
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(SS), a Blackpoll W arbler at East Liberty 10/27 (DY), and a
Common Y ellowthr oat at East Liberty 1 1/3 (DY).

A migrant Dickcissel at Imperial 10/23 was an exciting find
(RG). There are a few records of singing males during the breed

ing season at Imperial over the years, but no migrants have been

recorded. Impressive numbers of sparrows were tallied at

Imperial 10/23 including 50 Field Sparr ows , 30-40 Savannah
Sparr ows 10 Swamp Sparr ows , 100 ‘White-thr oated Sparr

and 150 White-cr owned Sparr ows (RG). Five Lincoln® s
Sparr ows were found that day in nearby Findlay T ownship (RG).
T wo  Fox Sparr ows remained in East Liberty into late November

(DY). Eastern T owhees lingered into late November at East

Liberty (DY) and Shaler T ownship (JH).

A lingering Eastern Meadowlark was at Imperial 1 114
(MV). Unusual was a flock of 41 Rusty Blackbirds in Pine
T ownship 1 1/10 (PL, SL). Normally this species is found in small
numbers in the county during migration, so this is an impressive
count. Late Br own-headed Cowbirds were found in Pine
T ownship 1 1/1 1 (PL, SL), Monroeville 1 1/22 (MF) and Pleasant
Hills 1 1/24 (SSN). T wo Pine Siskins were calling while flying
over Penn Hills 1 1/6 (MF) and one visited a feeder in Harmar
T ownship 1 1/20 (V).

Obser vers: Mike Fialkovich, Ross Gallar dy , Paul Hess,
Joyce Hoffmann, Mar gie Kern, Pat L ynch, Sher ronL ynch, Geoff
Malosh, Neil Nodelman, Dana Shaffer . W alt Shaffer , Brian Shema,
Sam Sinderson (SSN), Jack Solomon, Sue Solomon, Chuck T
Joan T ague, Bob V anNewkirk, Jim V alimont, Mark vV ass, Dave
W ilton, Dan Y agusic.

Ivory-bil | Progra m  Postponed

A special program about the search for the Ivory-billed

W oodpecker , originally scheduled for April 5, has been postponed

until our July 5 meeting date. Speaker Ron Rohrbaugh, director of

the Ivory-billed W oodpecker Research Project at the Cornell Lab of

Ornithology , encountered a conflict with the April date.
The 3RBC, Audubon Society of W estern Pennsylvania,
Bartramian Audubon Society , and W issahickon Nature Club are

sponsoring the event. Details will be announced in the spring.

DECEMBER HUMMER — December is late for a hummer in

ia, but Rufous i dsfr  omthe W est have

appear ed her e incr easingly inr ecent autumns. This adult female

visited a feeder in Beaver County fr om October to December

wher e Geoff Malosh photographed it on December 3.

ague,



