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Julie Zickefoose W ill Bring

Nature to Life on Feb. 7

Julie Zickefoose, one of America’ s foremost naturalists,

artists, and writers will open our club’ s 2007 slate of fine

programs on W ednesday , February 7.  She will present essays and

illustrations from her new book Letters fr om Eden , a loving tribute

to her farm in the Appalachian foothills of Ohio.   

The meeting will held in the Phipps Garden Center at 1059

Shady A venue in Shadyside.  Doors will open at 6:30 PM, and the

meeting will begin at 7:30.

Julie’ s paintings in Letters fr om Eden illuminate essays based

on her daily walks and observations at the farm.  “Every day , I

roam our 80-acre wildlife sanctuary , and every day I find

something new . This deep relationship with the land is the

wellspring for my writing and art,” she said.  Her primary purpose

is to describe and explore the interactions between people and

animals, bringing her subjects to life in just a few lines. 

Julie has painted nature virtually all her life. She knew at the

age of seven that she wanted to paint birds for a living.  She began

her career as a field biologist for The Nature Conservancy , next

became a magazine and book illustrator , and then progressed to

illustrating her own stories. Her monthly commentaries bring a

glimpse of Appalachia to National Public Radio’ s “All Things

Considered.”  

LOOKING AHEAD:  Our meeting on W ednesday , April 4, will

feature Connie T oops, a nationally-known author and nature

photographer , with a multimedia program titled Spring in the Land

Down Under:  The Bir ds and W ildflowers of W estern Australia . 

A BIRD FROM EDEN - If you've seen Julie Zickefoose's newest

book, you know it is filled with delightful ar twork like this one,

which she painted at her Ohio farm.  Julie will show us mor e of

them at her pr ogram for our club on Febr uar y 7.

Ralph K. Bell Bird Club Begins with Enthusiasm

By Jack Solomon

Marjorie Howard was elected president of the new Ralph K.

Bell Bird Club, a group formed in Greene County to celebrate the

life of its namesake and to emulate his love of birds and

dedication to their study .  About 50 people attended the club’ s

inaugural dinner in November and shared stories about Bell’ s

accomplishments.

As 3RBC president, I represented our club along with Fred

McCullough, our co-director of research, and Larry Helgerman,

director of Important Bird Area No. 80 (the Lower Buf falo Creek

W atershed in W ashington County).  W e of fered our support to the

new group.

Marjorie and other of ficers will meet soon to set up the new

club’ s structure.  She announced the group’ s mission statement:

“This bird club is being founded to provide opportunity toward a

better understanding and appreciation of avian life and

environment, just as our mentor , teacher , conservationist, citizen

scientist, local ornithologist and beloved friend, Ralph K. Bell has

so aptly exhibited by his life example.  It is upon this solid

foundation and with great appreciation for his guidance and

support that we designate this bird club the Ralph K. Bell Bird

Club of Greene County , Pennsylvania.” 

W atch the 3RBC website for developments, and for more

information contact Marjorie at 724-852-3155 or by e-mail at

birdwatcher@alltel.net. And go back to the August 2005 issue of

The Per egrine , in which Bell was the subject of my “President’ s

Message,” to see why the club had such an enthusiastic beginning.

Schedule Changes in 2007 

W ith this issue, The Per egrine resumes its normal 12-page

size.  The  two-page December mailing was a special interim issue

to bridge the change to the Three Rivers Birding Club’ s new

meeting and publication schedule for 2007.

Our meetings will be held on the first W ednesday bimonthly

beginning in February .  The dates are February 7, April 4, June 6,

August 1, October 3, and December 5.  The Peregrine will appear

at the beginning of January , March, May , July , September , and

November in order to give a month’ s notice of the meetings.     
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My wife, Sue, is not afraid to talk to anyone, no matter how

famous, so on a visit in November to the Ned Smith Center for

Nature and Art in Millersbur g, she struck up conversations with

David Sibley , Scott W eidensaul, and Jerry Regan – respectively ,

the guest of honor (and famous artist), the best-selling author of

bird books, and the director of the center .

Sue and I had scheduled a 3RBC outing to the East Coast,

starting at the Center with a dinner featuring Sibley as the speaker

and a tour of the lar gest collection of his original art ever gathered

in one spot. No one signed up to go with us, but that’ s their loss.

On Friday we birded at the center and viewed the art, which

included Sibley’ s earliest little-boy drawings.  He was a bird artist

from the time he could hold a crayon. There was plenty of his

grown-up work, and it was amazing to see side-by-side

comparisons of birds he drew in seeking the best design for his

field guide.  Seeing his 20-by-30-inch originals is worth the trip. 

W e put on fancy clothes for a country club dinner at which

Sibley spoke in a modest and almost shy fashion, yet held his

audience’ s total concentration on the story of his quest from

boyhood, as the son of a noted ornithologist, to be a bird artist.

Specifically , he wanted to represent birds to best facilitate field

identification. Among the tales of his youth in California, he

recounted that he had a California Condor in his garage.

Later Sue was bidding in a silent auction against Scott

W eidensaul for a Ned Smith print of Golden Eagles over Hawk

Mountain. I don’ t know exactly what she said to W eidensaul, but

they had a short conversation, he stopped bidding, and the print

now hangs on our wall.

Then Sibley wandered into the room. As soon as he was

alone, Sue asked him how the condor got into his garage. T urns

out it had twice left its nest too early , was replaced there, and then

walked down his street. Ornithologists decided it had been

imprinted on humans, so Sibley’ s father put it in his garage until it

could be placed in an appropriate facility .

More exciting things were on the way .  W eidensaul saw Sue

on the porch and started talking to her .  I joined the conversation,

and he told us stories from his forthcoming book about the history

of birding – what an amazing lot the early ornithologists were,

braving encounters and fighting battles with hostile Indians to

collect specimens. And what a story-teller W eidensaul is! W e

talked about the possibility of his coming to Pittsbur gh on a

speaking tour for the new book. It might happen.

An even more exciting possibility arose when Sue talked

with Jerry Regan.  He told her that he wants to bring the Sibley

exhibit – and Sibley himself – to the Carnegie in Pittsbur gh.

Regan said that he could hold on to the art collection long enough

to take it on tour to major museums across the country .  He really

wants to include ours, and he asked us to initiate talks between

him and the right people at the Carnegie. As part of the event he

could arrange for Sibley to speak and that W eidensaul might come

along, too.

W e’ve taken steps to get the ball rolling. I hope that in some

future issue of The Per egrine , I’ll have the pleasure of telling you

it’ s going to roll our way .

 President’ s Message

W e’re Hoping for a V isit

by Expert David Sibley

By Jack Solomon

Our club has added many members since I last of fered this

invitation, and the new year is a good time to of fer it again:  The

Per egrine enthusiastically welcomes your participation in bringing

its pages to life. 

This issue has a long list of bylines:  Mike Fialkovich,

Evelyn Fowles, Geof f Malosh, Pat and Sherron L ynch, Brian

Shema, Sam Sinderson, Jack Solomon, Chuck T ague, and S teve

Thomas.  

Pages 7-10 contain important authors of Outings Revisited:

Mike Fialkovich, Donald L. Gibbon, Mary Grey , Mar garet

Higbee, Fritz Okie, Brian Shema, Joan T ague, Suzanne and S teve

Thomas, Bob V anNewkirk, Jim V alimont, and me.

Equally notable are the photographers:  S teve Gosser , Geof f

Malosh, T om Moeller , Brian Shema, and Chuck T ague.

Why not join the contributors to future issues?  If you have a

trip report, a book review , an entertaining or informative essay , or

a photo, don’ t be shy about sending it to me.  And if you’re at a

club outing, please volunteer to write the “Outing Revisited.”  Our

members will love to read it. 

Letter from the Editor

By Paul Hess
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Saturday , Januar y 6 (snow date Januar y 13) – W estern

Shenango Lake and Mosquito Cr eek Lake, Ohio: Scott Gregg

(724-494-6128 cell, 724-846-9258 home), Karena, and Marianna

will guide us on a winter raptor outing.  Meet the Gregg family at

McDonald’ s in Hermitage at 9 AM.  Call Scott if you plan to

attend so that he has your contact number if the trip is

rescheduled.  The weather will be a deciding factor .

Mosquito Creek Lake in Ohio can be a winter raptor magnet

for Bald Eagles, Rough-legged Hawks, Northern Harriers, Red-

shouldered Hawks, and Red-tailed Hawks (and maybe a few other

surprises).   Many ducks and gulls are sometimes present at

Mosquito Creek Lake.  If time permits, we may also check the

Grand River W ildlife Area.  Bring a bag lunch or eat at one of

several nearby fast-food restaurants in Cortland or W arren, Ohio.

Dress for cold conditions.  From Pittsbur gh take Route I-79 north

to Route I-80 west to Route 18 north.  McDonald’ s is on the left

as you enter the shopping area of Hermitage.

Januar y and Februar y – Lawr ence County Farm

Countr y: Jim V alimont (412-828-5338) will lead at least two

outings in search of Snow Buntings, Horned Larks, Lapland

Longspurs, Rough-legged Hawks, Sandhill Cranes, and Short-

eared Owls.  Jim will determine the dates to have the best chance

of viewing these winter birds (which is when there is snow on the

ground).  

Attendance will be limited.  Call Jim in early January to

reserve a spot, and he will contact you when the dates are set.

Preference will be given to those who have not been on previous

Lawrence County winter trips.  Participants will meet at noon in

the park-and-ride lot in Cranberry T ownship to or ganize carpools.

The lot is at the intersection of Routes 19 and 228 (across from

Denny’ s).  Enter the lot from the service road, accessible from

behind the Bur ger King on Route 19.

Saturday , Januar y 20 – Pr esque Isle: This will be a

leaderless outing.  During winter a variety of gulls can be seen.

Meet at 9 AM at the first parking lot on your right in the park.

Gulls, waterfowl, and rare winter species such as Common

Redpoll and Snowy Owl are our tar gets.  Bring a lunch or eat at a

nearby restaurant.  Dress very warmly in layers.  A ski mask may

help, because the wind of f the lake can be painful.   The park is at

the north end of Route 832 in Erie.  T ake I-79 north to the Route

20 exit at 26th S treet (Exit No. 43).  Keep left at the fork in the

ramp.  Mer ge onto Route 20 west. T urn right (north) from Route

20 onto Route 832 and go 2.1  miles to the park. T otal distance

from Pittsbur gh is about 130 miles.  Estimated driving time: 2.5

hours.

Thursday , Januar y 25 (7:30-9:30 PM) – University of

Pittsburgh, Hillman Librar y: The University of Pittsbur gh’ s

recently restored original edition of John James Audubon’ s Bir ds

of America will be shown to the Three Rivers Birding Club by

Charles Aston, head of Pitt’ s Special Collections & Rare Books

Department (in Hillman Library) and an authority on the

Darlington Library’ s Audubon copy of The Bir ds of America.

Pitt’ s collection is the Audubon/Havell edition of life-size, hand-

colored, engraved prints, (considered by many to be the finest

print ornithological work ever published).  Moreover , this

collection has been recently dis-bound, cleaned, and restored and

the individual prints are now easily accessible.  Among the prints

to be displayed for us will be the Peregrine Falcon, Ivory-billed

W oodpecker , Passenger Pigeon (now extinct, and the only bird of

the collection which Audubon painted in Pittsbur gh) and the

highly controversial (at least in the 1850s) kingbird defending its

nest against a serpentine intruder .  Also, other original editions of

ornithological art will be on view including Alexander W ilson’ s

American Ornithology .

If there is a particular Audubon bird print you would like to

see, please make your request at least two weeks before the

meeting. Remember that there are a total of 435 Audubon prints in

the work; we will be seeing only a small fraction of those, but

these will be available “up close and personal” on what is certain

to be a memorable evening. 

Contact Eric Marchbein, emarch333@verizon.net, with

reservations, requests, or questions.  W e will meet in the Special

Collections Reading Room, 363 Hillman Library (3rd floor),

University of Pittsbur gh, at 7:30 PM.

Saturday , Februar y 17 – Cook For est/Piney T ract: Mike

Leahy (814-797-2287) will be our leader .  Cook Forest sometimes

has abundant numbers of winter finches, and Piney T ract is a great

place to find Northern Shrike, Rough-legged Hawk, and Short-

eared Owl.  Meet at 9 AM at the Cook Forest S tate Park of fice.

T ake I-79 north to I-80 east.  Go east to exit 60 (old exit 8), the

Shippenville exit.  T ake Route 66 north toward Marienville.  At

the intersection of Routes 66 and 36 in the village of Leeper , turn

right (south) onto Route 36.  Follow Route 36 into Cook Forest.

Just before you cross the bridge over the Clarion River , turn left

onto River Road.  The park of fice is 100 yards down River Road

on the left side.  Allow two hours driving time from Pittsbur gh.

Sunday , Mar ch 18 – Allegheny County Rivers: Explore

areas along the Allegheny and Ohio Rivers looking for spring

migrating waterfowl with Dan Y agusic (412-784-1753) as our

leader .  Meet Dan at Lock and Dam No. 2 under the Highland

Park Bridge at 8 AM.  Entry to the park is at the intersection of

Allegheny River Boulevard and W ashington Boulevard.  After

crossing the tracks, bear left and continue to the parking area.

W ednesday , Mar ch 21 – W oodcock W alk: Meet leader

T ommy Byrnes (412-828-4539) at the former Ames and Giant

Eagle parking lot just of f the Harmar exit of Route 28 at 6:30 PM.

Meet in front of the old Ames store.  W e will carpool and drive a

short distance to a field in Harmar T ownship that has produced

many American W oodcocks in the past several years.  Be prepared

for mud and bring a flashlight to witness the strange display of the

T imberdoodle.  This is the first of three walks T ommy will lead to

this location this spring; the others will be on April 1 1 and May 9.

Saturday , Mar ch 24 – Pymatuning Ar ea: Meet leader Bob

V anNewkirk (412-366-1694) at the Pymatuning W ildlife Learning

Center (W aterfowl Museum) at 9 AM for this all-day outing.

Plenty of waterfowl, lots of Bald Eagles, and Rough-legged

Hawks are likely .  Snow Buntings and Horned Larks are also

possible. T ake I-79 north to Route 6, and go west to Linesville.

T urn left at the light in Linesville where the sign points toward the

Pymatuning spillway .  The sign for the center will be on the left,

past the fish hatchery and before the spillway .  Bring lunch or eat

at a local restaurant. Dress appropriately for weather that may be

colder than in Pittsbur gh.

continued on page 4

Outings to Come

W e’ll Of ten Head North

in Heading T oward S pring

By S teve Thomas, Outings Director
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LOOKING AHEAD:  Sunday , April 29 – Frick Park:

Chuck T ague, Jack Solomon (412-521-3365), and Marijke Hecht

will lead this joint outing with Nine Mile Run W atershed

Association and W issahickon Nature Club. Meet at 7:30 AM at the

Frick lower parking lot, at the end of Lancaster S treet. Coming

south (toward the Parkway) turn right (west) at W est Hutchinson

A venue and follow it to the sign at Lancaster; turn right and go

down to the last lot. W e will bird the Nine Mile Run valley and

learn about the ecological restoration ef forts going on in the

southern end of the park.  Neotropical migrants should be showing

up.  Join us for brunch at Kazansky’ s whenever we tire or the

birding slows.

(continued fr om page 3 )

Outings to Come

The new National Geographic Field Guide to Bir ds:

Pennsylvania (272 pages, published in 2006, $14.95) is a compact

guide to more than 125 of Pennsylvania’ s easiest to see birds.  It

includes lar ge photographs of all featured species, plus some

smaller illustrations of similar species, dif ferent plumages or

morphs, or the opposite sex.  Identification information and range

maps are on the page opposite the photographs, making it very

easy to use.  Jonathan Alderfer is the editor .  Pittsbur gh’ s own

Paul Hess (editor of the Three Rivers Birding Club newsletter , The

Per egrine ) is the expert who provided the map information and

much of the text.

Although limited in scope, the guide often includes more data

on a given species than a standard field guide.  This extra

information is frequently found in the “Behavior” or “Field Notes”

sections.  Thus we learn that the Brown Creeper may press its

body against the trunk of a tree when a predator is near , becoming

almost invisible.  Or that Bank Swallows beat their wings faster

than Northern Rough-winged Swallows near their nesting tunnels.

Or that a V eery may fly more than 160 miles in one night.  The

“Local Sites” section is another aspect of the guide not usually

found in standard guides.

The National Geographic Field Guide to Bir ds: Pennsylvania

would be an excellent guide for beginners as well as for more

experienced observers who are interested in learning additional

facts about behavior .  Even though I have many other field guides,

the extra information in this one has made it a welcome addition

to my library .

New Field Guide Covers 

Common Birds of P A

By Evelyn Fowles

Most 3RBC members are familiar with The Sibley Guide to

Bir ds and its separate western and eastern field guide editions, but

did you know that David Sibley also has a website of fering

detailed identification?  The site, www .sibleyguides.com, includes

an excellent explanation of how to distinguish T rumpeter Swans

and T undra Swans.  It also of fers one of the most comprehensive

discussions available of problems of separating the various forms

of Canada Goose and Cackling Goose.  

Sibley W ebsite 

Offers ID T ip s

Y oung 3RBC member Karena Gregg is well known in our

local birding circles and to birders across Pennsylvania as an artist

of great talent.  In October 2006 at Cape May , New Jersey ,

Karena’ s portraits of raptors came to national-level attention.   

In mid-October she and her father , Scott, went on a bird walk

with the best-selling author Pete Dunne. Later that morning, she

met him at the Cape May Bird Observatory , and here is what

happened:  “I showed him several of my drawings and asked him

to autograph one with three accipiter heads. Pete told me he had

to decline because he thought it would be desecrating it, but I told

him it would be an honor for him to do so. He wrote, ‘T o

Karena, Who has a great eye and an artist’ s hand.’”

Next, at the observation platform, a bus load of birders from

Cleveland showed up. One of the guides was Jennifer Brumfield,

an artist and editorial advisor of A Bir d’ s-Eye V iew , the American

Birding Association’ s publication for young birders.  Jennifer sent

Karena an enthusiastic note.  The following are excerpts:

“I am not a world famous scientific illustrator , but I’ve been

around.  I’ve seen many a young birders’ artistic ef forts – their

styles and compositions – and I will say very openly and

encouragingly that your work is quite literally stunning. Y ou are a

very , very talented young lady , and you must continue to put your

pens and pencils to paper .

“Y our grasp of shape, form, and character of species is

bordering on flawless.  The five or six illustrations I saw have left

a permanent mark in my memory , and I’m very grateful to have

met a young birder of your artistic talents.  It’ s very encouraging

and enlightening. 

“A very wise birder , Kenn Kaufman, recently reviewed one

of my bird illustrations. Among the critiques he gave me was this

– and I’ll never for get it – it goes out to every bird illustrator:  In

one of my illustrations, he of fered that I had captured the

character , the likeness, the originality , of a Le Conte’ s Sparrow so

well that I ‘made him want to see it.’ I’m still shaking, not

because I think I did a good job, but that I literally had convinced

– through my art – Kenn to want to see a Le Conte’ s Sparrow .

“Because he was touched by my art, he wanted to go out in

the field and see and know and understand a Le Conte’ s Sparrow ,

of all things.  That means, to me, that if you can know something

and feel something so well, so strongly , that you explain it in your

artwork in a form that others know and feel the same thing in a

similar way upon looking at it, that you have begun to understand

what scientific illustration is all about.

“I’ll of fer this:  In the mere minutes that I spent inspecting

your artwork, I felt like I understood your passion for birding and

illustrating. Y our illustrations made me want to see a Golden

Eagle, see a Northern Goshawk, see a Red-shouldered Hawk.

“That is talent.  And you have it.  Continue to use your gifts

to help explain the joy of birds and birding, of getting outside and

observing and taking in.  I am most impressed.  I hope that you’ll

find my very humble words a mere bit of encouragement to

continue on with your talents and hobbies and passions.  It was

very good to meet you. Thanks for showing your art. Keep at it.”

Jennifer also of fered Karena an opportunity to create an

illustration for the 2007 New Jersey Audubon W orld Series of

Birding event t-shirt, to submit illustrations for A Bir d’ s-Eye V iew ,

and to enter a contest for new logo design for the publication.  For

Karena, the future is looking as high as the sky .

(Editor ’ s note: Kar ena’ s website, http://raptorsink.com, tells

much about her and displays many examples of her ar t.)

Our Y oung Artist Receives

Praise from High Places
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Bird W atch

S tranded Gannet Offers  

a Memorable Encounter

By Chuck T ague

On November 22 strong storms to the northeast sent two-

story breakers crashing against the steep banks of Canaveral

National Seashore.  An easterly wind and a New Moon tide inten -

sified the waves to foaming curls.  As I walked along, I spotted a

lar ge dark form struggling in the surf:  A first year Northern

Gannet was trapped in the treacherous near -shore waters.  The

young bird lacked the experience, the skill, and the strength to

swim through the breaking waves.  Repeatedly the bird swam sea -

ward.  T ime after time the ocean flung it back.  Eventually the

gannet gave up.  It waddled and dragged itself on the sand to rest.

Its stubby legs and oversized feet far back on its body were ideal

for plunge-diving and underwater pursuit, but useless on land.

I convinced myself that when the tide receded and the winds

subsided, the bird could swim through the surf.  Realistically , all I

could do was let it rest.  However , it was a rare photo opportunity

so I cautiously walked toward the gannet.  As I approached, I

searched for its tolerance threshold – how close could I get with -

out stressing the bird?  Surprisingly , it showed no fear of me.  I

was so close I had to back up to fit its head and body in my

viewfinder .

I shot several pictures, then sat in the sand about six feet

from the bird.  Gannets fascinate me.  They are the lar gest North

Atlantic seabird, with a wingspan equal to a Great Blue Heron’ s.  I

spend hours scanning the horizon for their distinct cross shape,

then watch as individuals break away from soaring lines and with

grace and force plunge from a hundred feet above the ocean.

I once traveled to Newfoundland to observe gannet nests on

the towering sea stacks of f Cape S t. Mary .  All North American

gannets breed in one of six long-established colonies.  Three are

on North Atlantic sea stacks of f Newfoundland’ s coast.  The oth -

ers are in Québec on island clif fs overlooking the Gulf of S t.

Lawrence.  At about three months of age, wide-eyed bundles of

feathers and fat waddle to the gannetry’ s perimeter , a rim hun -

dreds of feet above a rocky shore.  Each fledgling stretches its

long neck and dagger -beak seaward.  It flaps its unwieldy , partial -

ly developed wings and pushes of f into the wind.  The young bird

flaps frantically , but it is mostly momentum that carries it an

eighth of a mile or more out to sea.

The young gannet’ s first migration continues when it hits the

water .  Fledgling gannets weigh more than adults – too heavy and

weak to take of f.  The fledgling swims southward for days.

W ithin a week, it is fit for flight and joins other gannets on a jour -

ney along the continental shelf.  By mid-November the young

gannets travel over 2,000 miles to the east coast of Florida.

After it fledges, if all goes well, a gannet will not touch land

until it returns to breed in four or five years.  The first year of a

gannet’ s life, however , is dif ficult and unpredictable.

I spoke to the gannet on the beach in a quiet, reassuring

voice.  It looked at me calmly and curiously as if it understood my

words, as if it appreciated my company .  I delighted in the discov -

ery that this magnificent species from a world separated from

humans by miles of water had no fear of me. 

I admired the bird as we sat together .  Its plumage was as

dark gray and colorless as a North Atlantic fog.  Its head and

wings were flecked with a flurry of snow-white points that fore -

shadowed its plumage as a breeding adult.  The bare skin around

the gannet’ s eyes was surprisingly blue, the color of Florida’ s

November sky .  Its gray eyes were deep and as icy clear as the

iceber gs that drift past its natal home.  Gannets are one of the few

diurnal birds with eyes positioned so both look forward simultane -

ously .  Binocular vision helps gannets judge their plunge. 

When a gannet dives, it hits the water at a speed of over 60

miles an hour .  The young gannet’ s beak was adapted for repeated

and violent collisions.  Its shape was a tapered cylinder like the

warhead on a missile.  The tip of the upper beak was a horny hook

that overlapped and protected the end of the lower beak.  The

edges of both beaks fit securely together to exclude water during

the powerful impact.

The most astonishing feature of the beak was the nostrils.

Gannet’ s beaks have none.  The nares, or external nasal openings,

are sealed.  Gannets have nasal passages and all the other internal

nasal parts, but it is a dead-end system.  The outer covering of the

beak is imperforated and watertight. 

On seabirds, nostrils serve the same functions as they do on

humans: intake and exhaust portals for respiration and draining

snot.  Gannets, by necessity , are mouth-breathers.  T o deal with

the lar ge quantities of salt in their food and water , seabirds have

salt glands behind their eyes.  These glands excrete a concentrated

saline solution, typically through the nostrils.  I was curious how

gannets accomplished this without nasal openings.

I found an explanation in the Audubon Society Encyclopedia

of Nor th American Bir ds (T erres, 1980):  “In adult cormorants and

gannets, in which the external nares are closed, the fluid trickles

from the internal nares in the roof of the mouth and then flows to

the tip of the bill.”

I’d read of nostril-less gannets in ornithology books, but I

was never close enough to see for myself.  What I found puzzling

on the gannet was a conspicuous tube at the rear of the upper

beak.

Unable to find any information on this curious structure, I

sought help from the ornithologists at the Carnegie Museum of

Natural History .  Dr . Bradley C. Livezey , Curator of the Section of

Birds, sent me an informative explanation.

Although bird morphologists generally accept that gannets

lack functioning nares, the “prerictal rhamphothecal plates” on a

gannet’ s beak remain a point of controversy .  Gannets, like peli -

cans, cormorants, and others in the order Pelecaniformes, aggres -

sively pursue fish.  These fish-eaters gulp saltwater during cap -

ture, which must be vented before they can swallow their prey .

WEAR Y SWIMMER  – A young Nor thern Gannet r ests on the

beach at Canaveral National Seashor e in Florida.  Chuck T ague,

who photographed the bir d on November 22, 2006, describes the

close encounter in “Bir d W atch.”

continued on page 6
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Many morphologists believe unwanted seawater is voided from

beneath and/or in front of this plate.

The tide at Canaveral National Seashore continued to rise.

Seawater washed over my feet and lapped around the gannet in

the sand.  The water floated the bird and it swam seaward.  Again,

the surf knocked it back.  It struggled about a hundred yards

southward then thrashed and waddled ashore in front of some sun -

bathers.  I talked to the people and explained the gannet’ s situa -

tion.  

I could do nothing else. The first year of a gannet’ s life is dif -

ficult and unpredictable.  I wished the gannet well and moved on.

(continued fr om page 5 )

Bird W atch

On a dark, cold, and rainy November 1, 74 intrepid 3RBC

members and visitors heard tales of a researcher ’ s exciting

experiences conducting avian research in Alaska. 

President Jack Solomon opened the business meeting by

reporting the S teering Committee’ s decision that dues would need

to be raised to cover increasing costs of newsletter production and

mailing and higher speakers’ fees. A cushion built up early in the

club’ s existence is being depleted. T reasurer Bob Machesney will

probably implement the dues increase at the end of March 2007.

V ice-President Jim V alimont, who chaired the remainder of

the meeting, thanked Dianne and Bob Machesney for providing

the hot and delicious feast at the fifth anniversary outing of 3RBC

at Moraine S tate Park on October 22.

Bob Mulvihill, Field Ornithology Projects Coordinator at

Powdermill Nature Reserve, proudly introduced the guest speaker ,

Adrienne Leppold, Powdermill’ s Bander -in-Char ge.

Adrienne’ s fascinating stories and computer slide show

entitled “Alyeska – The Great Land” told about three summers she

spent conducting research in Alaska for the Fish and W ildlife

Service. The audience marvelled at Adrienne’ s descriptions of the

researchers’ living conditions:  no running water , mail and food

flown in every two weeks, electric fence to keep out bears, and

laundry and bathing in the lakes.

W orking on a MAPS (Monitoring A vian Productivity and

Survivorship) project at Mother Goose Lake involved banding

birds and nest searching. The most common species was

W ilson’ s W arbler , about 6,000; the most exceptional bird was a

Brambling.  The second summer was spent at Puale Bay on the

Alaska Peninsula researching the impact of the Exxon V aldez oil

spill on seabirds, mostly murres and cormorants.  Impressive

photos showed Adrienne and other researchers high on the clif fs

attached by safety harnesses.  She spent her third summer 30 miles

south of the Arctic Circle at Y ukon Flats NWR, participating in

research concerning an enormous decline of White-winged

Scoters.

The question-and-answer session which followed this

humorous and enlightening presentation showed that the audience

has great concern for protecting the animals and their

environment. 

(See the 3RBC website for complete minutes of the meeting.)

Meeting Minutes

S peaker Thrills Us W ith 

S tories of a Great Land

By Pat and Sherron L ynch, Co-secret aries 

NO FEAR - Brian Shema had a r emarkable experience with this

Eastern Phoebe in October . It landed on him r epeatedly , using him

as a vantage point for hawking insects. It kept its eye on Brian as

he photographed it on a nearby per ch

Several Y ellow-rumps caught my eye at Beechwood Farms

on October 9, and prompted me to grab my camera and shoot out

on the reserve for a bit. T o my surprise, I found eight species of

warblers, Orange-crowned and Blackpoll topping the list. Even

as the day went on, the birds remained active. Ruby-crowned

Kinglets led me to another Orange-crowned, which led me to a

female Common Y ellowthroat.

Most surprising to me, however , was an Eastern Phoebe that

followed me everywhere I went. It landed on me countless times

– my head, my shoulder , my camera bag.  At one point I was

trying to photograph it when it landed on my camera lens. By the

way , this bird was not simply landing on me, getting startled, and

flying away .  It was using me as a vantage point to hawk insects!

It perched on me for 30 seconds at times. Amazing!

( Editor ’ s note: Brian Shema, Dir ector of Sanctuaries for the

Audubon Society of W estern Pennsylvania, has been keeping a

close eye on bir ds at ASWP’ s Beechwood Farms Natur e Reser ve in

Fox Chapel.  This r epor t is adapted fr om a message he sent to

other bir ders.  Photographs of the phoebe and other migrants

fr om that day ar e on his website, www .freewebs.com/bshema.)

A Friendly Phoebe

Is Fearless as W ell

By Brian Shema
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Outings Revisited

The S tory of a Season:

W arblers to W aterfowl

Beechwood Farms Natur e Reserve – September 15: The

previous days had been dreary ones; however , I was happy to find

clear skies and calm winds this morning.  I got out onto the

reserve a bit early to scout for birds, but was surprised to find a

general lull in activity .  I found a few small groups of migrants

flitting their way along the ridge top, but nothing like what I

would expect for a mid-September morning.  Realizing I was now

going to be late to meet the group, I raced back to the parking

area, only to find the group making their way along the lower

meadow .  

I redirected the 14 participants to the ridge top, where I relo -

cated one of the small flocks that I had seen earlier .  Black-throat -

ed Green, Nashville, and Magnolia W arblers, and a few American

Redstarts made up the majority of the twenty-something birds in

the flock.  The warblers were joined by one W arbling V ireo that

made a brief appearance high in the overhead trees.  As we contin -

ued along the ridge toward the old power line, things remained

relatively quiet.  When we stepped out into the power line clear -

ing, a Pileated W oodpecker flew up to a nearby telephone pole

and began drumming.

I led the group down into the valley along W oodland T rail,

where we stumbled across a nice mixed flock of birds.  The trees

surrounding a small break in the canopy were covered with

grapevines, and in the vines were lots of active birds:  Black-

throated Blue W arblers flitted between the vines, as did Y ellow ,

Blackburnian, Magnolia, and Nashville W arblers.  Another

W arbling V ireo was joined by its red-eyed cousin.  A group of a

half-dozen or so W ood Thrushes appeared and then made their

way through the understory shrubs.      

Continuing our loop back toward the nature center , I pointed

out the calls of a Broad-winged Hawk.  As it turned out, we would

find ourselves directly under the bird as it perched on an old snag

along Spring Hollow T rail.  It took flight just over our heads, pro -

viding great views of the bird in flight.  Forty-two species made

the list, but only seven species of warblers and two of vireos.

–by leader Brian Shema

Harrison Hills Park – September 16: The Allegheny

County Police arrived just in time to open the gates for our 8:15

start.  Sixteen birders arrived, hoping for a nice variety of fall

migrants.  W e were not disappointed, though at times the birds

were hard to see in the foliage.  

W e ran into two lar ge feeding flocks of migrants, one near

the creek-side walk and the other along the trail overlooking the

Allegheny River .  W e identified 14 warbler species:  T ennessee,

Nashville, Northern Parula, Chestnut-sided, Magnolia, Black-

throated Blue, Black-throated Green, Y ellow-rumped,

Blackburnian, Bay-breasted, Blackpoll, Black-and-white, Hooded,

and American Restart.  T wo Philadelphia V ireos were very cooper -

ative, allowing nice, long looks fairly close to ground level.  Other

migrants included Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-eyed V ireo,

Swainson’ s, W ood, and Gray-cheeked Thrushes, Scarlet T anager ,

Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and Indigo Bunting.  Black-capped

Chickadees were so numerous that there must have been a migra -

tory movement.  Surprisingly , not a single sparrow was observed.  

Among our group were new members Ian and Mar garet

Haigh from England.  W e did our best to help them out on those

confusing fall warblers.  Also on the outing was long-time birder

Bonnie Baird who, with her husband Jim, led many outings in the

1970s and 1980s for the Audubon Society of W estern

Pennsylvania.  Along the creek-side trail, we ran into Mike and

Evelyn Fowles, who reported observing two Hooded W arblers

mobbing a snake on a branch.  Butterflies were also active, includ -

ing a number of Eastern Commas.  One landed on Mar garet

Haigh’ s finger , resting for at least 10 minutes, allowing ample

time for close study and photography .  

Our species count of 44 was slightly lower than most other

fall outings, but Harrison Hills continues to provide good birding

in migration.  –by leader Jim V alimont

Sewickley Heights Park – September 23: Nine birders met

under overcast skies with the hope of finding warblers and other

migratory species.  Things got of f to such a slow start that we

began to mainly bird by ear instead of sight.  A W ood Thrush, a

Brown Thrasher , a Pileated W oodpecker , towhees, and catbirds

made their presence known through their calls but failed to reveal

their hiding places.

The Bridle T rail produced some of our best sightings.

Shirley Mutz spotted an American Kestrel kiting over a horse pas -

continued on page 8

ACROBA T - This Black-capped Chickadee had no tr ouble per ch -

ing on a ver tical stalk when new club member S teve Gosser pho -

tographed it during our September 16 outing at Har rison Hills

Park.

WIDE  WINGSP AN - An Eastern Comma found Mar gar et Haigh's

finger a good place to r est during our Har rison Hills outing on

September 16.  S teve Gosser photographed it.  See mor e of his fine

photos at www .photo.net/photos/sgosser .
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ture.  The group got excellent looks at this bird as it hunted and

perched in open view .  Cedar W axwings, a Scarlet T anager ,

Eastern Bluebirds, Red-bellied W oodpeckers, a House W ren, and

Chimney Swifts were some of the other birds that we observed in

this area.  On the return walk back to the parking lot via

W aterthrush W ay , everyone got a great look at a Swainson’ s

Thrush that perched only a few feet of f the trail and low to the

ground.  This bird was so cooperative, it almost seemed to be pos -

ing for an Audubon calendar photo.

The “T rail of the Day” that produced the most variety of

species was the Black Cherry T rail. Here the group found a wave

of warblers that included a Black-and-white, Magnolia, Black-

throated Green, Black-throated Blue, American Redstart, and

Blackpoll. Our totals for the day were nine warbler species and 34

total species.  –by leader Bob V anNewkirk

Pittsburgh Chimney Swift V igil – September 26: This out -

ing was unusual in that it had many of the hallmarks of the book

Red-T ails in Love .  Although the book focuses on a pair of hawks

attempting to “make it” in New Y ork City , the real story is about

the joy of bird watching in the most urban of settings.

Our foray , dubbed the 3RBC Birds and Beer Outing by leader

Jack Solomon, consisted of 22 participants watching a chimney at

dusk at a busy intersection in East Liberty .  Our tar get species was

the Chimney Swift, and we witnessed the wild show of the swifts

whirling into a lar ge industrial chimney .  An American Kestrel

was spotted on a nearby building.  T otal species count was 4.

Chuck and Joan T ague talked about their experience releasing

rehabilitated swifts and discussed how the birds are designed to

live in their bizarre environment.  As the last of the swifts

descended, about 12 of us retired to the Sharp Edge for a great

evening with friends.  Jack proclaimed it one of the best outings

he ever led.  Next urban adventure suggestion:  starlings gathering

under the city bridges this winter? –by par ticipant Joan T ague

…and a pr evious day’ s perspective fr om Donald L.

Gibbon: I showed up at 7:10 PM on the 25th, which was

Monday .  The announcement had called for us to be there on

“T uesday the 25th,” and since we had been too late for this phe -

nomenon last year , I didn’ t want to miss it this time.  Jack and Sue

Solomon were there too, but no one else.  [Editor ’ s note: Jack had

posted the wr ong date for T uesday , so he went on Monday in case

anyone showed up.]

The sky was empty when I arrived, but soon there were a

couple of hundred chittering swifts flying in all directions in the

air space surrounding and above the tall yellow brick chimney .

The cloud of birds seemed to swirl aimlessly like planets which

had lost their orbits around a low-gravity sun.  But in a few min -

utes, sluurp... and down shot a black streak into the chimney at

full tilt, as if the individual bird had gotten caught in a powerful

vacuum slot.  Then another , and another ... no pattern, no pre -

dictability , a least as far as I could see... sluurp, sluurp, down they

went, one after another ... and soon the sky had gone silent, sucked

bare of birds.

Most amazing to us humans, but just an ordinary end-of-the-

day for the Chimney Swifts. Who knows where they’d be if they

didn’ t have chimneys? It’ s hard to imagine evolution working so

rapidly as to develop this interdependency among species. But if

we really come down hard on global warming and stop burning

coal – and thus don’ t need chimneys any more – where will they be ?

Lower Buf falo Cr eek W atershed (W ashington County) –

October 1: The morning started out cool and cloudy , but with

peeks of sun coming through for the eight participants.  The trees

in this Important Bird Area (IBA-80) were starting to turn, and it

promised to be a nice early fall day .  Y ou wouldn’ t have known by

the sounds in the parking lot, though, because many birds were

singing as if it were a spring morning.  I guess they were happy

for the sunshine.

W e were concentrating on fall migrants and sparrows, as

Larry and I had attended a sparrow symposium in Ohio the day

before.  W e were able to find a nice variety of warblers, but not

big numbers of each.  W e worked the road edges and were able to

pull out female Black-throated Blue, T ennessee, and Magnolia

W arblers.  Later we saw a Lincoln’ s Sparrow with the help of

Judy Campsey’ s eyes.

W e then went to the ridge top in search of Savannah

Sparrows.  W e didn’ t find those, but did find an Eastern

Meadowlark singing – a sound that we won’ t hear for many

months to come.   W e got good views of adult and immature Field

Sparrows and a Palm W arbler working its way through the trees

bobbing its tail.

The morning passed quickly , and upon our arrival at

Greencove wetlands, we were upset to find a group of hunters tar -

get practicing.  Larry made some appropriate calls, and hopefully

the situation won’ t be repeated.  W e had lunch at the beautifully

restored covered bridge.  The sun was fully out by then, and it was

a lovely spot for a picnic. Lunch was followed by a walk into the

White Pine habitat at the top of the hill.

This is a truly magical place and we all enjoyed the sounds,

sights and smells. W e topped our day with a nice Pine W arbler

flitting through the trees for our 44th species of the day .  It was

another enjoyable outing in IBA-80.  –by par ticipant Mar y Gr ey

Allegheny Fr ont Hawk W atch – October 1 1: No Outing

Revisited report was submitted, but it was definitely not a hawk-

filled day for the Three Rivers Birding Club and the

W estmoreland Bird and Nature Club.  Participants in the two

clubs’ joint outing faced fog and drizzle in the morning, which

turned to rain and dense fog in the afternoon – some of the worst

possible weather for hawk migration.  The of ficial tally was only

14 birds:  1 T urkey V ulture, 10 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 2 Red-

tailed Hawks, and 1 Peregrine Falcon.  Even more than for land -

bird migration, weather is a critical factor in hawk movements.

continued on page 9

Outings Revisited

(continued fr om page 7 )

CHILL Y BIRDERS - If you see str eaks and spots, these ar e not

imperfections in T om Moeller's photo at our Pymatuning ar ea out -

ing on October 14. They ar e the signs of a snow squall that chilled

the bir ders as they scoped waterfowl at the lake.
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On the previous day , with much more pleasant conditions, the

tally was 245.    

Pymatuning S tate Park – October 14: A cold, blustery

wind and steel-gray skies did not deter the 1 1 birders who met at

the W ildlife Learning Center from trying to locate waterfowl,

eagles, and late passerine migrants.  The first observers to arrive in

the parking lot were treated to a flyover by two immature Bald

Eagles.  

Later , while setting up their spotting scopes at the center , the

birders spotted a red fox casually walking along the edge of

woods before disappearing into it.  Double-crested Cormorants

were actively feeding, while Ring-billed Gulls were circling above

them.  A flock of Common Mer gansers, two adult Bald Eagles,

and Eastern Bluebirds were also sighted.  No matter how overcast

the day , a sighting of bluebirds always brings a warm feeling to

the viewer .

The fish hatchery proved to be the best place for waterfowl.

All three mer ganser species were found as well as American

W igeon, W ood Ducks, Gadwall, Green-winged T eal, and Northern

Shovelers.  A Great Egret was fishing along the shoreline among

many Great Blue Herons.  Looking through scopes and binoculars

became dif ficult when a snow squall passed through.  W e decided

to try to escape the weather by driving to the Miller Ponds.

The squall turned into flurries, and we were able to add two

waterfowl species to our day’ s list:  Black Ducks and Ruddy

Ducks.  Six Lesser Y ellowlegs and a Solitary Sandpiper were

observed foraging along a weedy spit of land that juts into the

pond.  As we were getting into our cars, a pair of American Pipits

was heard as the birds flew over the road.

A quick stop at the Hartstown administrative headquarters

pond produced Ring-necked Ducks and a solitary Pied-billed

Grebe.

After a lunch stop and a chance to warm ourselves at the

Spillway Inn, we headed for the lower section of the Conneaut

Marsh, better known as “The W ells.”  Along the road we found a

mixed flock of  Black-capped Chickadees and Y ellow-rumped

W arblers.  A Rusty Blackbird was flushed from its tree perch as

we walked by .  Red-winged Blackbirds, Chimney Swifts, and T ree

Swallows coursed their way over the marsh.

Our last stop was at Custards.  The outing concluded as it had

started with sightings of eagles. This time we had wonderful views

of two sedentary adults and flyovers by two immature eagles.

–by leader Bob V anNewkirk

Lake Ar thur – October 22: This was the popular anniver -

sary outing to Moraine S tate Park, complete with a picnic celebra -

tion.  The weather was not cause to celebrate as the 32 participants

began the day with rain and cold temperatures.  Thankfully , the

rain didn’ t last and we saw a brief period of sun.

W aterfowl migration was not well underway yet, but we did

have Ruddy Ducks and Pied-billed Grebes at the day use area.

T wo distant Mute Swans were found and two distant flying Great

Egrets were a welcome sight.  Egrets have been lingering later

than usual across the state this fall.

Ruby-crowned Kinglets were lingering also, and it was

unusual to hear them in full song at this time of year .  W e had

good looks at a perched flock of Cedar W axwings, but most were

seen overhead in flight.  A close look at a Hermit Thrush was a

real treat and so was a late Cape May W arbler that only a few peo -

ple saw .

A few White-crowned Sparrows were found at the Bear Run

Outings Revisited

(continued fr om page 8

IT W ASN’T EVEN  SPRING – The date was October 22, but this

Red-winged Blackbir d was singing his full song during our outing

at Moraine S tate Park.  (photograph by S teve Gosser)  

boat launch along a trail through an over grown field.  Red-winged

Blackbirds were present in this field, singing as though it were

March, and several Y ellow-rumped W arblers were seen.

W e finished with a hearty and welcomed 3RBC birthday

lunch on the north shore.  The winds really started blowing as a

front was passing through, so we did not bird after we ate.  While

we were eating, a very late Osprey flew across the lake – a great

end to a very enjoyable outing. –by par ticipant Mike Fialkovich

Panhandle T rail – November 3: It was a cold, mostly

cloudy day , with intermittent welcome breaks of warm sunshine

for this outing cosponsored by the W issahickon Nature Club and

3RBC.  Approximately 10 of us walked along the Panhandle T rail

near S tur geon in southern Allegheny County , a Pennsylvania Rails

to T rails project.  (By the way , there is a great website for these

trails, DCNRS tate.pa.us/railstrails, which is loaded with informa -

tion.)

The birding part of the trip was pretty bleak:  chickadees,

Song, Field, and House Sparrows, Northern Cardinals, Blue Jays,

one Red-tailed hawk, and T urkey V ultures.  Esther Allen and

Chuck T ague were our leaders.  Their knowledge of the flora and

fauna and their stories and good humor made the trip worthwhile.

–by par ticipant Fritz Okie

Y ellow Cr eek S tate Park – November 4: Seventeen partici -

pants met for the joint T odd Bird Club-3RBC outing.  The beauti -

ful, sunny day was nippy with early morning temperatures in the

low 20s.  The highlights included three rather late T ree Swallows

feasting on Red-panicle Dogwood berries and Indiana County’ s

first November record for Black-throated Green W arbler .   

Neil Nodleman spotted our season’ s first American T ree

Sparrow , but no one else in the group was able to relocate it as the

rest of us were still enjoying the T ree Swallows.  The shrubbery in

the day use area is usually hopping with sparrows, but because of

a persistent Cooper ’ s Hawk, our first trip through was uneventful.

A second walk along the water ’ s edge yielded Northern

Mockingbird and Fox, Song, White-throated, and White-crowned

continued on page 10
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Sparrows as well as Dark-eyed Juncos.  A Purple Finch flew over -

head, and we were all treated to the sight of a Rusty Blackbird and

two Y ellow-rumped W arblers.  

W e elected S teve Thomas to count the 974 coots, but he

declined the honor .  Other water birds that were well seen by all

participants included 2 T undra Swans, 8 American W igeons, 4

American Black Ducks, 4 Green-winged T eal, 9 Ring-necked

Ducks, 16 Buf fleheads, 20 Ruddy Ducks, 45 Pied-billed Grebes,

and 2 Horned Grebes.  Seen from the observatory , appearing as

mere specks in our scopes, were 3 Redheads and 4 Canvasbacks.  

The outing ended with lunch at the Mayflower Chinese

Buf fet in Indiana.  –by leader Margar et Higbee

Independence W etlands Ar ea – November 1 1: This leader -

less outing had eight participants looking for waterfowl in the mit -

igated wetland area in Beaver County .  The two ponds had only

Mallards but provided opportunities to observe Great Blue Heron

and Belted Kingfisher .

The intermittent rain showers and mild 60-degree tempera -

ture did not deter the sparrows; we had good looks at Song,

White-crowned and American T ree Sparrows.  Eastern Bluebirds

were also a nice find.  W e had a total of 19 species.

–by par ticipants Suzanne and S teve Thomas 

Moraine S tate Park – November 19: The 14 participants

on Jim V alimont’ s outing had a weirdly wonderful experience at

Lake Arthur .  A trio of scoters morphed from one species to anoth -

er , right before our eyes.  First, they were three Surfs.  Next, they

were two Surfs and a Black.  Then, they were two White-winged

and a Black.  Finally , they all showed us their wings and got

named correctly as three White-winged – fine rarities for this lake

and life birds for Debbie Bryant, John S tehle, and Mike Samo. 

W aterbirds were not in lar ge numbers except for Ruddy

Ducks (about 300) and American Coots (about 650), but we had a

very nice variety .  Our meeting place in the South Shore Day Use

Area thrilled us with a Common Loon calling from far away and

then a group of 10 flying high toward the east.  A few sharp ears

heard a distant flock of T undra Swans, which never came into

view .  Besides the scoters, our South Shore species included Pied-

billed Grebes, Horned Grebes, a Double-crested Cormorant,

Canada Geese, Redheads, Ring-necked Ducks, Lesser Scaup,

Buf fleheads, and Red-breasted Mer gansers. 

The observation deck on Old Route 422 was surprisingly

unproductive.  Gadwalls were the only new species we found

there.  At the upper Route 528 boat launch we added three more

waterfowl – American W igeon, Northern Shoveler , and Mallard –

but the real highlight was an adult Bald Eagle that flew slowly and

low over our heads.

The usual November gulls were present:  Bonaparte’ s, Ring-

billed, and Herring.  Other birds were rather sparse, the best being

2 Great Blue Herons, a Sharp-shinned Hawk, 2 Belted

Kingfishers, a Y ellow-bellied Sapsucker , several Brown Creepers,

a handful of Golden-crowned Kinglets, 2 Eastern Bluebirds, and a

few American T ree Sparrows.  Later , Mike Fialkovich, Jim, and I

watched a sick-looking skunk foraging pathetically in the parking

lot at the South Shore beach.  W e didn’ t try to make friends with

it.  

After tallying 49 bird species (see 3RBC’ s website for the

list), we gathered for the mandatory buckwheat pancake feast at

Outings Revisited

(continued fr om page 9 )

Like so many senior birders, I have lost most of my high-

frequency hearing.  I recently had a hearing test out to 20,000 Hz

and found that I have a drop-of f in sensitivity from about 20 db to

60 db starting at about 2000 Hz.  Above 10,000 Hz I am

essentially deaf.  Even at 2000 Hz I have a 20 db drop-of f,

meaning that a sound of this pitch must be amplified 20 db for me

to hear it.

This simply means that I can no longer hear House W rens

and Song Sparrows.  Even Robins are hard to hear from any

distance.  The House Sparrow “song” is virtually silent.  At this

point I can still hear people’ s voices, though it is getting harder to

discern certain words.  Lots of birdsong occurs in the range above

6000 Hz.  Needless to say I have been researching hearing “aids”,

especially to be able to hear birdsong again.

I considered amplifying aids, but at high frequencies, I would

need 60 to 100 db of amplification.  At these levels feedback is

often a problem.  My audiologist agreed that the problems with

normal hearing aids at high frequencies would be hard to

overcome.

Thus I considered a device I have read about and seen

reviews of – the Songfinder .  This device works by detecting high-

frequency sounds and cutting the frequency by one-half, one-third,

or one-fourth, bringing the pitch into the normal human voice

range.  T wo microphones are mounted on each earpiece of the

device.  The reduced frequencies are produced in the earphones

with up to 30 db of amplification.  The head piece is designed so

that one hears ambient sounds and the reduced-frequency sounds

at the same time.

For this device to work, one must have near normal hearing

in both ears up to 2000-4000 Hz.  The device has a low-frequency

cut-of f filter that keeps it from responding to frequencies below a

value of 2000 Hz, 3500 Hz, or 4500 Hz.  This cuts out the

“clutter” that would occur if all frequencies were cut.  My hearing,

of course, drops of f rapidly after 2000 Hz, but I can still hear the

normal human voice fairly well, so I gave the device a try .  

In short, the results for me are simply amazing.  Though it

takes some getting used to and one must learn some songs over , I

am now hearing songs that I have not heard for decades.  Northern

Parulas, Blackburnian W arblers, and many other high-frequency

singers now become loud and clear , just at normal voice pitches.  

Just to wear the Songfinder around the neighborhood when I

walk is a revelation.  All sorts of common birds (and also insects

and tree frogs) now become audible.  W ithout the device the

environment is virtually silent of bird song.  I can switch the

frequency divider at will and “scan” the spectrum.  I set the low-

frequency cut-of f at 2000 Hz and can hear all the lower -frequency

birds that were silent before.  By changing the divider I can reach

higher into the spectrum.  What a device!

Anyone with high-frequency hearing loss should investigate

this device.  If you would like more information, contact me at

sinderso@verizon.net.  I have no af filiation with the maker of the

Songfinder .  I am just a happy user .

New Device Brings Back

the Pleasure of Birdsong 

By Sam Sinderson

Eppinger ’ s.  Incidentally , 12-year -old Mike Samo had 13 lifers for

the day .  It’ s great fun to watch young birders’ lists grow .

–by par ticipant Paul Hess  
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Historic Hummingbirds 

V isit Southwestern P A

By Geoff Malosh

The Three Rivers area was host to two extraordinary

hummingbirds in October and November 2006.

First was a bird discovered in mid-October in a Fox Chapel

backyard by homeowners Ken and Jan Ruzich.  Unsure of the

identity of this little visitor , they contacted Brian Shema at the

Audubon Society of W estern Pennsylvania, who then contacted a

few Pittsbur gh area birders including me.  On the morning of

October 26 I traveled to the Ruzichs’ yard hoping to identify it and

to grab a few photos.  I easily found the bird, which proved to be

a cooperative subject for my camera as it fed on salvia flowers.  It

was a hatch-year Ruby-throated Hummingbird.

Ruby-throats are the familiar hummingbird of Pennsylvania

summers, so what was so special about this little guy?  Ruby-

throats are long-distance migrants that normally leave our area no

later than the last week of September .  This Fox Chapel bird was

over four weeks late.  Ken and Jan reported last seeing it on

November 2, making this the latest Ruby-throat in the history of

Allegheny County .  It shattered the old record by nearly a month!

As interesting as this was for us record-keepers, it would pale

in comparison to the truly historic sighting that was yet to come.

In mid-October , W ashington County homeowners Ray and Edyie

Posel saw a hummingbird in their McDonald backyard.  They

quickly put out a feeder and watched as the bird came in every

day for the next several weeks.  Like the Ruzichs, they did not

know exactly what they had, and eventually their curiosity got the

better of them.  They contacted Brian Shema at Beechwood Farms

on November 20, who quickly spread the word to Pittsbur gh-area

birders.  The next day Dave W ilton and I were warmly invited by

the Posels to observe and photograph the bird.  W e confirmed that

it was an adult female Selasphorus species (Rufous or Allen’ s),

probably a Rufous based on limited views of the tail.

Dave put the staf f at Powdermill Nature Reserve (PNR) in

contact with the Posels, and a banding attempt was scheduled for

the next day .  Dave and I returned to watch the attempt, which

was successfully executed by Bob Mulvihill and Felicity Newell

(both of PNR) that afternoon.  Needless to say , all of us in

attendance were shocked when Bob pulled the bird out of the trap

and announced, “It’ s already banded!”  This was the first recapture

of a Rufous Hummingbird by the researchers at PNR and one of

only a few ever in the northeastern U.S.

The news and the band number (N-71927) spread quickly

across the country to all the major players in North American

hummingbird research.  (In the words of expert Bob Sar gent in an

email to me, “W ord of a hummingbird recapture spreads like head

lice.”)  Adrienne Leppold of PNR announced the details of the

original banding to the PaBirds internet discussion group:  “[This

hummingbird] was originally banded in Diamond Head,

Mississippi, on 25 Jan. 2006 by Mark Myers.  She was recorded

as a healthy adult female then, much as she was when she was

recaptured [in McDonald].  This was a great recapture because it

helps confirm a lot of speculation that these P A birds are, in fact,

northern tier stopover migrants that are on their way to the

southeastern U.S. for the winter .” 

Though indeed it is still speculation, I agree wholeheartedly

with this idea. A certain population of Rufous Hummingbirds

seems to be developing a new migration route to new wintering

grounds.  Undoubtedly , some that pass our way do indeed stop

their migration too soon and perish in the cold, as should be

expected for a species exploring a new frontier .  But they are not

all hapless waifs, hopelessly lost and doomed to die in the harsh

Pennsylvania snow , as is still widely believed.  As more and more

birds like N-71927 survive the task of making a migratory

stopover in the northeastern U.S. on their way to the southeast, the

more likely it becomes that they will pass this “trait” on to their

of fspring.  It further seems likely that Rufous Hummingbird

occurrence in Pennsylvania will continue to increase as a result.

These little birds are probably much tougher than they look,

unfazed by the heavy frosts and freezing temperatures of

northeastern autumns and winters.  Clearly , they are much more

fascinating creatures than we ever imagined.

OUR LA TEST EVER - This Ruby-thr oated Hummingbir d spent

about six weeks at a feeder in Fox Chapel in the fall of 2006.  Last

seen on November 2, it was the latest Ruby-thr oated ever r ecor ded

in Allegheny County .  (photograph by Geoff Malosh)

EXCITING RARITY - Rufous Hummingbir ds, which br eed in west -

ern Nor th America, ar e incr easingly migrating to the east during

fall.  This one was first seen in W ashington County in mid-October

and r emained into early December .  (photograph by Geoff

Malosh)       



The Peregrine

12

Three Blue-winged T eal at North Park 9/5 (BM), a Gr een-

winged T eal at Imperial 8/6 and 8/15 (MV), and a Nor thern

Pintail at Etna 8/27 (DY) were all rather early , particularly the

pintail.  A well-described American Bittern was reported in a

yard in Braddock Hills 9/22 on Scott Shalaway’ s “Birds and

Nature” radio show .  Single Gr eat Egr ets were at Dashields Dam

9/4 and 9/23 (MV).

Ospr eys included 1 at North Park 8/17 (PL, SL), 2 at

Dashields 8/25, 9/2 and 9/12 (MV), 1 at Etna 9/1 (DY), 1 along

the Allegheny River at Sharpsbur g 9/24 (JH) and possibly the

same bird along the river at Penn Hills 9/30 (MF).  A Bald Eagle

was flying downriver over Etna 9/3 (DY), and 1 was seen in

Oakmont 9/25 (JPO).  A Merlin was spotted in Pine T ownship

9/29 (PL, SL).

A Semipalmated Plover was reported at Imperial 9/4-1 1

(MV).  Gr eater Y ellowlegs were in small numbers this fall at

Imperial with single birds reported 8/2-9/25 and 3 on 8/31 (MV).

Lesser Y ellowlegs were there in August and September with a

high count of 8 on 9/9 (MV).  Three Solitar y Sandpipers were at

Harrison Hills Park 9/1 (JS, SS, PH) and singles were at Imperial

8/2-8/30 (MV).  Only 2 Semipalmated Sandpipers were report -

ed, both at Imperial 8/1 1 and 9/2 (MV).  Least Sandpipers were

there most of August through September with a high count of 10

on 8/1 1 (MV).  Four Pectoral Sandpipers at Imperial 8/7 was the

maximum count for the period (MV).  A Shor t-billed Dowitcher

8/23-25 and 9/23 (MV) and a W ilson’ s Snipe 8/23 (MV) rounded

out the Imperial shorebird reports.

A flock of 33 Bonapar te’ s Gulls on the Allegheny River at

Blawnox 8/27 was a good find (DY).  T wo Caspian T erns were a

nice find at Cheswick 9/1 (DY).

Common Nighthawk migration peaked in late August, with a

high count of 423 in Etna 8/24 (DY) and then 101 in Natrona

Heights (PH), 275 in Moon T ownship (GM), and 163 in Etna

(DY), all 8/25.  A high count of over 200 Chimney Swifts was

tallied above Oakland 9/21 (KSJ).  Y ellow-bellied Sapsucker

reports began on schedule in late September , with 1 in Frick Park

9/21 (JS, SS, MH), 1 at East Liberty 9/26 (DY), and 2 each in

Ross T ownship (BM), Pine T ownship (PL, SL), and Frick Park

(SS) 9/29.

An Olive-sided Flycatcher was at East Liberty 9/1-4 (DY)

and 1 was at Frick Park 9/8 (MV).  The only Y ellow-bellied

Flycatcher reported was at Sewickley Heights Park 9/20 (BVN).

Single Acadian Flycatchers were found at Harrison Hills Park

9/1 (PH, JS, SS) and Pine T ownship 9/26 (PL, SL).  A Y ellow-

thr oated V ir eo at W alker Park in Sewickley 9/30 (BS) was the

only report.  A Philadelphia V ir eo was found in East Liberty 9/4

(DY), 2 were at Harrison Hills Park 9/16 (3RBC Outing), and 1

was in Sewickley 9/17 (MV).  T wenty-plus Black-capped

Chickadees at Harrison Hills Park were considered a migrant

flock (PH).  A Red-br easted Nuthatch visited a feeder in Pine

T ownship 9/26 (PL, SL).  A W inter W r en in Shaler T ownship

9/14 was a bit early (JH).

Early September brought reports of Bank Swallows and Clif f

Swallows.  T wo Bank were at Blawnox and 3 at Cheswick 9/1

(DY), and this species was present at Dashields 9/2 (MV).  T wo

Clif f were at Etna and 3 at Blawnox 9/1 (DY), and 4 were at

Dashields Dam and 1 at Imperial 9/2 (MV).

Birds in the Three Rivers Area

Aug.-Sept. 2006 Brought

28 S pecies of W arblers

By Mike Fialkovich, Bird Report s Editor

A V eer y in East Liberty 9/1 (DY) and one in Moon T ownship

9/25 (GM) were the only reports.  Single Gray-cheeked

Thrushes were found at Harrison Hills Park 9/16 (PH), East

Liberty 9/26-27 (DY), and Ross T ownship 9/29 (BM).  An esti -

mated 50 were heard flying over Moon T ownship before dawn

9/25 (GM).

A total of 28 species of warblers were reported.  Highlights

included a Nor thern Parula at Harrison Hills Park 9/16 (MF), an

Orange-cr owned W arbler and a late Y ellow W arbler in East

Liberty 9/27 (DY), a Cape May W arbler at Frick Park 8/28 (SS)

and a nice count of 4 in Pine T ownship 9/19 (PL, SL).  A Y ellow-

thr oated W arbler was a good find at Settler ’ s Cabin Park 9/5

(NN), a species rarely reported in fall.  Single Pine W arblers

were found at Harrison Hills Park 8/26 (PH, GM, MF), Pine

T ownship 9/15 (PL, SL), and Sewickley 9/17 (MV).  Palm

W arblers included singles at Imperial 9/4 (MV), East Liberty 9/6

(DY), Pine T ownship 9/21 (PL, SL), and Sewickley Heights Park

9/29 (BVN); 3 were found in Fox Chapel 9/26 (DY) and 6 were at

Imperial 9/30 (MV).  A Nor thern W ater thrush was in East

Liberty 8/23-25 and 9/6 (DY).  Exceptional were two Connecticut

W arblers : 1 at Beechwood Farms 8/31 (BSH) and an immature at

Frick Park 9/6 (MH) that spent the entire day quietly foraging on

the ground at the top of the meadow .  T wo Hooded W arblers

harassing a snake at Harrison Hills Park 9/16 was certainly an

interesting observation (MFo, EFo).  W ilson’ s W arbler reports

were frequent, with individuals at Frick Park 8/20 (SS), Harrison

Hills Park 8/31 (PH), East Liberty (DY) and Harrison Hills (PH,

JS, SS) 9/1, East Liberty 9/7-8 (DY), Frick Park 9/9 (MF), and

Sewickley Heights Park 9/13 (BVN).  Always a welcome sight,

single Canada W arblers were found in Frick Park 8/29 (JS, SS),

Pine T ownship 8/31 (PL, SL), and Harrison Hills Park 9/1 (PH,

JS, SS).

A sure sign of fall, the first White-thr oated Sparr ow report

came from East Liberty 9/28 followed by 4 birds at the same loca -

tion 9/29 (DY).  The first Dark-eyed Junco was found at Frick

Park 9/30 (SS).  A V esper Sparr ow was at Imperial 9/30 (MV),

Savannah Sparr ows were there throughout September , and a

Lincoln’ s Sparr ow was at East Liberty 9/29 (DY).  A Purple

Finch was found at East Liberty 8/8 (DY), 3 were in Findlay

T ownship 9/30 (MV), and 1 was in Pine T ownship 9/30 (PL, SL).

Obser vers: Mike Fialkovich, Evelyn Fowles (EFo), Mike

Fowles (MFo), Malcolm Har ter , Paul Hess, Joyce Hoffmann, Pat

L ynch, Sher r on L ynch, Bob Machesney , Geoff Malosh, Neil

Nodelman, Julia Pahountis-Opacic (JPO), Kate S t. John, Brian

Shema (BSH), Becky Smith, Jack Solomon, Sue Solomon, Bob

V anNewkirk (BVN), Mark V ass, Dan Y agusic.

Friends of Harrison Hills Park, a volunteer group dedicated to

maintaining and improving this Allegheny County park in Natrona

Heights, had immediate success after installing 38 bluebird nesting

boxes in the spring of 2006.  Thirty of the boxes were used for

nesting:  15 by Eastern Bluebirds, 1 1 by House W rens, and 4 by

T ree Swallows.

Boy Scout T roop No. 186 built and installed 26 of the boxes,

and 12 were built by Hubert Kamer and installed by Patrick

Kopnicky .  The or ganization is seeking volunteers to clean out old

nests, protect boxes from wrens and sparrows, monitor each box,

and report on the number of eggs, hatchlings, and fledglings.

Contact Kopnicky at 724-224-4102 if you would like to help.

Meanwhile, check out the group’ s new website at

www .friendsofharrisonhills.or g.

Bluebirds Are Nesting

at Harrison Hills Park


