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The Peregrine

Cuckoo Peels the Fuzz 
Before a Caterpillar Meal

By Sherron Lynch
Some people peel the fuzz off peaches before eating them; 

some birds do the same with fuzzy caterpillars.
Finding a Yellow-billed Cuckoo is always great, but watching 

the work that’s involved as a cuckoo eats a caterpillar is even bet-
ter.  After plucking a two-inch-long, yellow-haired caterpillar off 
a branch, the cuckoo swung it in the air violently.  The caterpillar 
no longer wiggled, but the cuckoo didn’t swallow the meal im-
mediately.  It proceeded to work the limp caterpillar from end-to-
middle-to-end, back and forth through its bill; the caterpillar then 
appeared darker and thinner.  The bird raised its head a little and 
dispatched the prey with three easy gulps.

Giving me an even better view, the cuckoo took a few steps, 
caught an identical hairy caterpillar, and repeated the process.  
This time the bird was sitting in just the right position so that the 
individual hairs were visible dropping through the sunlight.  Yes, 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos do peel fuzzy caterpillars before making a 
meal of them.

According to David L. Wagner in Caterpillars of Eastern 
North America, “Curiously, cuckoos have a predilection for hairy 
caterpillars and have exaggerated whiskers about the base of the 
beak presumably to protect the eyes from thrashing caterpillars.”

A rerun:  Four days later, probably the same Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, in nearly the same location, grabbed a Banded Tussock 
Moth caterpillar and went through the same routine.  This time the 
falling hairs almost landed on my upturned binoculars.

Book Review

It’s Worthwhile to Learn 
More about Pigeons

By Kate St. John
This winter, while you’re casting about for an indoor activity, 

why not settle down with a good book about a bird you rarely 
think about -  Pigeons: The Fascinating Saga of the World’s Most 
Revered and Reviled Bird, by Andrew D. Blechman (Grove Press, 
2007).

From pigeon fanciers to pigeon shooters, protectors to poison-
ers, racers to compulsive pigeon feeders, the book is a tour of our 
modern-day relations with these birds.  It is also chock full of 
fascinating facts about them: 
•  Pigeons were domesticated around the time that humans domes-
ticated dogs. 
•  Pigeons are naturally even-tempered.  They do not bite or attack.
•  Racing pigeons fly nonstop more than 500 miles at more than 
60 miles per hour.   This is even more amazing when you consider 
they are trucked to the starting point – a place they have never seen 
– and within minutes they figure out where they are and where 
home is.  And then they fly home immediately without stopping for 
food or water. 
•  Pigeon hating is a relatively new sentiment, promoted by “bird 
control companies.”  For instance, if you use Google to search 
for this book online, the advertising links are all pigeon control 
companies. 
•  A 100% guaranteed, permanent pigeon control method was 
invented in Europe and – amazingly – involves providing them 
with nests.  

After you read this book you won’t think the same old way 
about pigeons ever again. 

MUTUAL ATTRACTION – A Bald Eagle pair was carrying sticks 
from this utility pole to an old Osprey nest at Lake Arthur, where 
Steve Gosser photographed them November 23.  Were they new 
mates experimenting with nest-building techniques?  Whatever was 
their reason, no nesting took place at the busy boat launch area.  

Eagles at Lake Arthur 
Gave Us Rare Thrills  

By Paul Hess
Watching a pair of Bald Eagles build a nest ranks high among 

experiences that participants have enjoyed on a 3RBC outing. 
It happened on our November 11 outing at Moraine State Park 
when we saw an eagle carrying a branch to a huge pine tree where 
another eagle waited.  Cris Hamilton’s dramatic photograph is on 
page 1.  The nest site at Lake Arthur was along a narrow neck of 
water across from the South Shore Day Use Area.

The lake already has a Bald Eagle nest, and we thought we 
had found a second nest-to-be.  Alas, it didn’t happen.  Subsequent 
observers found no further activity.  Most likely, there was too 
much boat traffic and duck-hunting nearby to offer the kind of nest 
privacy that eagles require.  But perhaps these birds were merely 
experimenting with construction in their first season as a pair.

Steve Gosser watched the spot on November 23.  No eagles 
were present, and he decided to check elsewhere at the lake.  He 
struck gold at McDanel’s Boat Launch.  Presumably the same 
birds were placing sticks on the Osprey nest platform at the launch. 
Steve recorded this observation in the other photograph on page 1.

The eagles were carrying the sticks to the nest from atop a 
nearby utility pole, which held either the beginnings of a new nest 
or the remnants of an old one.  (See Steve’s photograph above.)  
Did the eagles start building on the pole and found it was not 
suitable?  Did Ospreys place the sticks there previously?  No one 
knows, and no more nest construction has been reported there.            
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The Peregrine
Birds in the Three Rivers Area

Night-Herons Highlighted 
Our Aug.-Sept. 2007 List 

By Mike Fialkovich, Bird Reports Editor
This period saw a movement of Red-breasted Nuthatches, 

an increase in Peregrine Falcon activity, a visit by Black-crowned 
Night-Herons, and evidence of late nesting in several species.

Blue-winged Teal were noted at Imperial 8/12-9/26 (MV, 
MF) with maxima of 5 on 8/19 and 8/22 (MV).  Four Green-
winged Teal arrived at Boyce-Mayview Park 9/12 and smaller 
numbers remained through the month (DW).  One was at Imperial 
9/22 (MV).  Up to 4 Common Mergansers were seen on the Al-
legheny River at Harmar Township in August and September (AH, 
PM).  A Common Loon at Dashields Dam 8/5 was early (MV).

Double-crested Cormorants were reported at Dashields 
8/15 (MV), flying over Boyce-Mayview 8/14-15 (DW), in flight 
over Pine Township 8/26 (PL, SL), and at North Park 9/2 (JH).  
Single Great Egrets were present at Boyce-Mayview 8/11 through 
September (DW) and along the Ohio River at Leetsdale 9/1 (MV).  
Green Herons made a good showing:  with singles in Pine Town-
ship 8/12 (PL, SL) and North Park 9/2-3 (JH), 3 at Boyce Mayview 
9/5 (DW), and 2 at Etna 9/6 (DY, MF).  A surprise was a Black-
crowned Night-Heron along the Allegheny River at Etna 9/2, then 
2 on 9/3 and 3 on 9/4 (DY).  All 3 were immatures, and were seen 
to 9/13, 2 remained until 10/4, and one through October.

A nice total of 67 Turkey Vultures were observed kettling 
over Boyce-Mayview 10/25 (DW).  Peregrine Falcon sightings 
are increasing.  A bird was perched along West Carson Street on 
the Southside 8/11 (DL), 3 were involved in a territorial dispute 
at the 62nd Street Bridge 8/26 (DY), and another was along the Al-
legheny River in Harmar Township 9/16 (AH, PM).

A Sora was present at Imperial 8/13-27 (MV).  Shorebirds 
there included a Black-bellied Plover 9/28 (MV); an American 
Golden-Plover 9/26, a nice find (MV); a Semipalmated Plover 
8/4 (MF) to 8/8 (DW); a Greater and a Lesser Yellowlegs 8/2 
(MV), with both species reported regularly into mid-September 
(MV, MF, DW); Solitary Sandpipers from 8/2 through September 
(MV, MF, DW); a Semipalmated Sandpiper 8/13 (MV); Least 
Sandpipers through the period (MV, MF, DW); fewer than normal 
Pectoral Sandpiper reports, with up to 2 in the first half of August 
(MV, MF, DW); and 2 Wilson’s Snipe 9/12 (MV), the only report.

Boyce-Mayview shorebirds included 4 Solitary Sandpipers 
9/11-12, 3 on 9/28, and 2 on 9/29; up to 6 Least Sandpipers 9/14 
with 2 remaining 9/22; and a Wilson’s Snipe 9/29 (all reported 
by DW).  A White-rumped Sandpiper was a nice find at the Al-
legheny River wetland in Fox Chapel/O’Hara Twp. (DY).  A Black 
Tern and 34 Forster’s Terns were at Dashields on 9/9 (MV, GM).

An impressive total of 83 Mourning Doves were at Boyce-
Mayview 8/14 (DW).  A Barred Owl was a nice surprise at 
Boyce-Mayview 9/16 (DW).  Migrating Common Nighthawk 
high counts include 130 at Dashields 8/30 (MV, BS), 754 at Etna 
8/22 (DY), 134 at Boyce-Mayview 8/24 (DW), and 108 there 8/25 
(DW).  The last report was a bird at Boyce-Mayview 9/15 (DW).  
Impressive migrant Chimney Swift numbers were 200+ at Boyce-
Mayview 8/14 (DW), 145 over Etna 8/21 (DY), and 165, 153, 145, 
125, and 163 at Boyce-Mayview 9/1, 9/12, 9/13, 9/26, and 9/27 
respectively (DW).  A late Ruby-throated Hummingbird was 
reported at Boyce-Mayview 9/27 (DW), and a female feeding a 
juvenile at Beechwood Farms 8/22 (BSH) indicated a late nesting.

The first Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was reported from Frick 

Park 9/23 (SS).  A pair of Eastern Wood-Pewees fed juveniles at 
Harrison Hills Park 9/1 (PH, JV, MF), a late date for dependent 
young.  A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was a nice find at Boyce-
Mayview 9/14 (DW).

A Blue-headed Vireo at Beechwood Farms 8/22 (BSH) was 
first, followed by one at East Liberty 8/27 (DY).  Single Philadel-
phia Vireos were noted in Pine Township 9/21, 9/29 and 9/30 (PL, 
SL), and Frick Park 9/23 and 9/28 (SS).  A Common Raven was 
seen flying over Etna 9/5 (DY).  Cliff Swallows were noted twice 
at Boyce-Mayview:  5 on 9/23 and 2 on 9/28 (DW).

Red-breasted Nuthatches moved in as early as 8/13 when 
one was seen in East Liberty (DY) and were reported from 11 loca-
tions through September (v.o.).  Most were singles or pairs, but 4 
were seen at Boyce-Mayview 9/4 (DW).  This species had a major 
push southward across the eastern U.S. this fall.  A Winter Wren 
was at Walker Park in Sewickley 9/21 (BS).  A Marsh Wren was a 
nice find at Boyce-Mayview 9/27 (DW).

Migrating thrushes were heard at dawn in Moon Twp. 8/27 
when Veeries, Swainson’s Thrushes, and Wood Thrushes 
descended to rest and feed.  A big movement there 9/13 included 
at least 20 Gray-cheeked Thrushes, many Swainson’s Thrushes, 
and an estimated 300+ Wood Thrushes (GM).  Late-nesting 
American Robins were observed in early September:  One was 
sitting on a nest at Walker Park in Sewickley 9/3 (MV, BS, KS) and 
two chicks were in a nest in a Moon Twp. yard 9/6 (GM).

A good total of 31 warbler species included a Golden-winged 
at Walker Park in Sewickley 8/31 (BS); Northern Parula at Frick 
Park 8/20 (SS), East Liberty 8/26 and 8/28 (DY), and Boyce-
Mayview 9/1 and 9/15 (DW); Cape May through September at 
Boyce-Mayview (DW) and Pine Township (PL, SL), and another 
at Frick Park 9/28 (SS); a Prairie 8/16 and 9/3 at Pine Township 
(PL, SL); a Cerulean, not often seen in migration, in Moon Twp. 
8/27 (GM) and one at Beechwood 9/12 (BSH); a Kentucky at East 
Liberty 8/27 (DY); single Mourning at Sewickley Heights Park 
8/24 (BVN) and East Liberty 8/26 (DY); Wilson’s at East Liberty 
9/2, 9/5, and 9/13 (DY), Harrison Hills Park 9/4 (SG), Frick Park 
9/21 (JS, SS), and Boyce-Mayview 9/13 and 9/28 (DW); Canada 
at Beechwood 8/26 and 9/12 (DN), Moon Twp. 8/27 (GM), Boyce-
Mayview 9/1 (DW), and Walker Park 9/1 (MV); Orange-crowned 
at Boyce-Mayview 9/1, 9/16, and 9/28 (DW), East Liberty 9/11 
(DY), and Beechwood 9/13 (BSH); and a Northern Waterthrush 
at East Liberty 9/11 (DY).

Single Yellow Warblers at Beechwood Farms 8/22 (BSH) 
and Pine Township 9/2 (PL, SL) were a bit late.  A Yellow-throat-
ed Warbler was still singing at Boyce-Mayview Park 8/12, and a 
late migrant was there 9/16 (DW).  A fallout of 17 Ovenbirds at 
Sewickley Heights Park 9/17 was unusual (MV).

Single Lincoln’s Sparrows were seen at Imperial (MV) and 
East Liberty 9/16 (DY); up to 4 were at Boyce-Mayview 9/28-29 
(DW).  The first White-throated Sparrow report was at Boyce-
Mayview 9/22, and 4 White-crowned Sparrows were there 
9/29 (DW).  A female Indigo Bunting was feeding a fledgling at 
Boyce-Mayview 9/16, evidence of late nesting (DW).  A Bobolink 
was at Imperial 8/11 (MF) and 5 were there 8/18 (MF, JT, CT).  A 
Rusty Blackbird was found along the Allegheny River in Harmar 
Twp. 9/30 (AH, PM).  Purple Finches were reported in Pine Twp. 
for most of September (PL, SL).

Observers:  Mike Fialkovich, Steve Gosser, Amy Henrici, 
Paul Hess, Joyce Hoffmann, David Liebmann, Pat Lynch, Sherron 
Lynch, Pat McShea, Geoff Malosh, Dick Nugent, Kathy Saunders, 
Brian Shema (BSH), Becky Smith, Jack Solomon, Sue Solomon, 
Chuck Tague, Joan Tague, Bob VanNewkirk (BVN), Jim Valimont, 
Mark Vass, Dave Wilton, Dan Yagusic, various observers (v.o.).


