














The Peregrine

Rare Visitors
Liked Our Area

Ross’s Goose, a smaller relative of the Snow Goose, is a rare
although regular visitor to Pennsylvania, but it is especially rare
and irregular in the western part of the state. The occurrence of a
trio in Allegheny County is unprecedented.

Dick Nugent spotted them on January 7 in Hampton Town-
ship, Dave Wilton identified them on January 12 at North Park, and
they continued at least through early February at several northern
Allegheny County locations — a life bird for many of our club
members. Geoftf Malosh photographed them on January 12, and
Mike Fialkovich pictured birders watching them on January 13.

Events Elsewhere

Hawk Watch in Erie County
APRIL 12: Presque Isle Audubon and the state Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources will sponsor a day of hawk
watching at Erie Bluffs State Park, off Route 5 west of Erie.

Experts will be on hand to identify hawks and other migrating
birds, there will be live hawks from Tamarack Wildlife Rehab Cen-
ter, and children’s activities are planned. Kickoff is at 9 AM, but
come anytime between 9 AM and 2 PM. For information contact
Susan A. Smith, 814-835-8069 ext. 102 or ssmith@lea.earthforce.
org, or see www.presqueisle.org/audubon.

Venango County
Birding Festival

MAY 2-4: The Oil Region Alliance, Bartramian Audubon Society,
and Seneca Rocks Audubon Society are among sponsors of the
annual Oil Region Birding Festival. Activities will be at Oil Creek
State Park and Venango Campus of Clarion University.

Friday will include a bus tour of the Oil Valley, a picnic at Oil
Creek State Park, a program on owls, and an owl prowl. Saturday
will feature bird walks at Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary, Kahle
Lake, and the state park; and workshops on outdoor photography,
hawk migration, nest boxes, hummingbirds, backyard habitats, and
American Woodcock ecology. A banquet Saturday evening will
feature Paul Baicich, author of 4 Field Guide to the Nests, Eggs
and Nestlings of North American Birds. Sunday will include bird
walks and a photography field trip.
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For a brochure and registration form, contact Toni Kresinski,
events manager for the Oil Region Alliance, at 800-483-6264 ext.
110 or by e-mail at tkresinski@oilregion.org (use “birding festival
information” on the subject line).

Presque Isle
Festival of Birds

MAY 9-11: A Festival of the Birds at Presque Isle will feature
workshops and field trips for beginners and experienced birders.
Outings and programs will be led by experts such as Ted Floyd,
editor of Birding magazine; Jerry McWilliams, coauthor of The
Birds of Pennsylvania, and Jen Brumfield, artist and author of
books including Birds of the Cleveland Region.

Activities at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center near the
park entrance will include a new film about Presque Isle’s birds,
habitats, and hotspots. There will be educational activities for chil-
dren. For details, see the Presque Isle Audubon website at www.
presqueisle.org/audubon or call 814-835-8069 ext. 102.

Wildflowers in West Virginia

MAY 8-11: Each year around 300 professional and amateur
botanists, as well as birders, attend the Wildflower Pilgrimage in
Blackwater Falls, West Virginia. There will be 24 outings to places
with beautiful and diverse habitats. Evenings will feature exhibits
and programs by guest speakers. For information, contact Joan
Tuckwiller at joantuckwiller@hotmail.com.
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Birds in the Three Rivers Area

Oct.-Nov. 2007 Was Good
from Goose to Grosbeaks

By Mike Fialkovich, Bird Reports Editor

A blue-morph Snow Goose flying over Boyce-Mayview Park
11/20 apparently did not land, but it did provide the first record of
this species for the park (DW). A bird in Findlay Township 11/30
(MV) was likely the same individual because the two locations are
only a few miles apart by air. Snow Geese are uncommon here,
and this color morph is particularly rare in this part of the state.
Tundra Swans moved through on schedule with high counts of
80 flying over Highland Park 11/22 (TB), 80 over Imperial 11/23
(MF), and 44 over Franklin Park 11/23 (OM).

Two American Wigeons stopped at a pond on Moody Road
in Findlay Township 11/26 (MV), and two Northern Pintails were
there 11/17 and 11/22 (MV). A Green-winged Teal spent the first
half of October at Boyce-Mayview Park, remaining to 10/12 (DW).
Four were the maximum at Imperial 10/21 (MV), and 2 were at
North Park 11/1 (PL). Three Buffleheads were on the Allegheny
River at Etna 11/24 (DY). Single Ruddy Ducks were at Imperial
10/10 (MV) and North Park 11/14 (PL). A Common Loon was on
the Ohio River in Leetsdale 11/18 (MV), and a Horned Grebe was
on the Ohio River at Emsworth 11/17 (MV).

Two of the Black-crowned Night-Herons from the last re-
porting period remained to 10/4 and one was seen to 10/31 (DY).

Rare in the county, a Black Vulture was associating with a
flock of Turkey Vultures in Findlay Township 10/16 (MV). A
nice total of 67 Turkey Vultures were kettling over Boyce-May-
view Park 10/25 (DW).

Single Ospreys were reported near the Waterworks Mall 10/1
(JV), in Harmar Township 10/7 (AH, PM), at Boyce-Mayview
Park 10/12 (DW), and in Findlay Township 10/24 (MV). A Bald
Eagle landed at Boyce-Mayview Park 10/25 (DW). An adult was
at Dashields Dam on the Ohio River 11/25 (MV), a fairly reliable
location in fall and winter. One was flying along the Allegheny
River at Penn Hills 11/29 (JS, SS), and one was perched in a tree
along the Monongahela River at Homestead 11/30 (JS, SS). A
Merlin was spotted in Findlay Township 11/3 (MV) and in Penn
Hills 11/24 (DY).

A Least Sandpiper was present at Imperial 11/2-11 (MV,
MF), the county’s second latest fall record; a Pectoral Sandpiper
was there 10/30 (MV), and up to 2 Dunlin were there 11/9-11
(MV, MF). An American Woodcock was found at East Liberty
10/30 (DY). A Wilson’s Snipe was present at Boyce-Mayview
Park 10/10-12 (DW), and an American Woodcock was there
10/12, 10/14, and 10/29 (DW). A flock of 34 Dunlin observed in
flight at Boyce-Mayview Park 10/25 (DW) was one of the largest
flocks ever recorded in the county and a first park record.

An adult Yellow-billed Cuckoo was tending a juvenile at
Boyce-Mayview Park 10/10 (DW), an extremely late date for such
behavior. A Short-eared Owl was hunting the grasslands at Impe-
rial 11/17, and a Great Horned Owl was calling (GM). The last
report of Chimney Swift was an observation of hundreds entering
a chimney in Oakland 10/11 (KSJ).

A Philadelphia Vireo was at Boyce-Mayview Park 10/4
(DW). Two Common Ravens were at Wood’s Run along the Ohio
River 10/13 (CT, JT), one was along the Allegheny River in Aspin-
wall/Fox Chapel 10/21 (PB), and one was at Boyce-Mayview Park
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10/25, followed by 2 there on 10/27 (DW). Lastly, one was seen in
East Liberty 11/8 (DY). A flock of 12 Northern Rough-winged
Swallows at Boyce-Mayview Park 10/1 were late (DW), and 3
remained 10/3 (DW).

Red-breasted Nuthatches were reported through November
from 14 locations (v.0.)! Marsh Wren sightings at Boyce-May-
view Park continued from late September with 2 birds 10/13 and
one through 10/15 coming to a roost site in the wetlands (DW).
One was also seen at Harrison Hills Park 10/6, only the fourth
record for that location in 37 years (PH).

A leucistic American Robin was found in a flock in East Lib-
erty 10/31 and 11/18 (DY). A late Brown Thrasher was present in
East Liberty 11/6-23 (DY). Interestingly, a thrasher was present at
this location 11/28-12/5 in 2006.

A good count of 18 American Pipits were in West Deer
Township 11/10 (DY), and a few were at Imperial throughout
November (MF). A few large flocks of Cedar Waxwings were
located including 164 at Boyce-Mayview Park 10/25 (DW), over
200 at Imperial 11/9 (MF), 350 at East Liberty 11/9 and 475 there
11/8 (DY).

A few warblers continued their passage into October. Single
Orange-crowned Warblers were seen at East Liberty 10/7-9 (DY)
and at Boyce Mayview Park 10/17 (DW). A Cape May Warbler
was at East Liberty 10/19 (DY). A Worm-eating Warbler at East
Liberty 10/7 (DY) was a great find. A Wilson’s Warbler was
present in Pine Township 10/6 and 10/10 (PL, SL).

A Vesper Sparrow 10/3 and 10/12 and a Grasshopper Spar-
row 10/14 at Boyce-Mayview Park provided rare reports away
from Imperial and a first park record for Grasshopper Sparrow
(DW). Lincoln’s Sparrows were found at Boyce-Mayview Park
through October with a high of five on 10/6 (DW); single birds
were at Harrison Hills Park 10/6 (PH) and East Liberty 10/9 (DY),
and 2 were in Findlay Township 10/16 (MV). A great count of 22
White-crowned Sparrows were at Boyce-Mayview Park 10/17
(DW). Rare in the county, a Snow Bunting made a brief appear-
ance at Imperial 11/11 (MV).

Two late Eastern Meadowlarks were at Imperial 11/17 (MF).
A Rusty Blackbird was at Boyce-Mayview Park 10/10 (DW), and
3 came to a roost with Red-winged Blackbirds in the Imperial
area 10/21 (MV). A flock of over 100 Brown-headed Cowbirds
were on Strauss Road in Findlay Township 10/20 (MV).

Purple Finches were present in Pine Township during the
entire period (PL, SL). One visited a feeder in Natrona Heights
10/16 and 11/6 (PH), one was in East Liberty 10/17 (DY), 2 were
there 11/2 (DY), one was in Marshall Township 11/3 (MV), and
one was in Jefferson Borough 11/13 (SSN).

With widespread reports of northern finches in the state this
fall, observers were attentive at feeders and in the field looking
for these visitors. Pine Siskins were widespread in November.
Most visited feeders including 4 in Natrona Heights 10/28 (PH), 2
in Marshall Township 11/3 (MV), one in Pine Township 11/8 and
11/18 with 2 there 11/29 (PL, SL), one in Harmar Township 11/19
(JV), and one in Moon Township 11/22 (GM). One flew over
Penn Hills 11/22 (MF). Six Evening Grosbeaks with a flock of
American Robins in a park in Marshall Township 11/5 (GM) were
unfortunately the only report of this charismatic species.

Observers: Tony Bledsoe, Paul Brown, Mike Fialkovich, Amy
Henrici, Paul Hess, Pat Lynch, Sherron Lynch, Geoff Malosh, Pat
McShea, Oscar Miller, Kate St. John, Sam Sinderson (SSN), Jack
Solomon, Sue Solomon, Chuck Tague, Joan Tague, Jim Valimont,
Mark Vass, Dave Wilton, Dan Yagusic, various observers (v.0.)



