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The Peregrine

continued from page 11
A Northern Shrike, a county rarity, was sighted at Imperial 

11/1 (DY) and again 11/23 (MV).  This is the fourth record for that 
location.  Two Common Ravens were in East Liberty 10/9 (DY), 
and single birds were found at Woods Run 10/15 (PB), Emsworth 
11/21 (MV), and Sharpsburg 11/22 (BC).

A Marsh Wren, a rare migrant in the county, was a great find 
at East Liberty 10/5-6 (DY). The bird was in atypical habitat – a 
dry, overgrown power line cut. A Red-breasted Nuthatch at East 
Liberty 10/5-16 was the only report (DY).

Three Hermit Thrushes were at East Liberty 10/11 (DY) and 
one was at Homewood Cemetery 11/8 (MF). The Carnegie area  
American Robin roost was active again with an estimated 5,000 
birds 10/1 (SK) and several thousand 10/28 (SK). This site hosted 
thousands of birds in the fall of 2007. Single Gray Catbirds in 
East Liberty 10/31 and 11/6-12 (DY) and a Brown Thrasher at 
East Liberty 10/10 (DY) and one at Frick Park 10/12 (SS) were all 
rather late. A flock of 56 American Pipits were in Findlay Town-
ship 11/1 (MV), 25 were at Imperial 11/3 (MF), and 60 flew over 
Duck Hollow 11/21 (BC).

Single Orange-crowned Warblers were found at East Lib-
erty 10/5-6 (DY) and Frick Park 10/30 and 11/13 (JS, SS).  Cape 
May Warblers made a good showing for this uncommon migrant 
with 2 at Natrona Heights 10/4 (PH) and singles at East Liberty 
(DY) and Natrona Heights 10/5 (PH), and Frick Park 10/11 (JS, 
SS). Pine Warblers were found in Pine Township 10/2 (PL, SL), 
East Liberty 10/3-5 (DY), and Natrona Heights 10/13 (PH).  Single 
Palm Warblers were at East Liberty 10/5 (DY) and Natrona 
Heights 10/5 and 10/8 (PH), and 2 were at Sewickley Heights Park 
10/8 (BVN) and East Liberty 10/11-16 (DY). Several were seen in 
Frick Park 10/5 and 10/8 and one 10/20 (JS, SS). Blackpoll War-
blers lingered to mid-October with 2 at East Liberty up to 10/16 
and one at Penn Hills 10/18 (DY).

A late Chipping Sparrow visited a feeder in Pine Township 
11/18-22 (PL, SL). A Clay-colored Sparrow that visited a feeding 
station in Pine Township was a very pleasant surprise 10/1 (SL, 
PL). It may be the only fall record of this species in the county. 
Four Field Sparrows were in East Liberty 11/14 (DY), which is 
a bit late. This species normally moves out of the area in October, 
but is sometimes found during the winter. Fox Sparrows were 
found in October, and a few lingered into November including 
one in Frick Park 11/16 (SS) and one in Pine Township 11/18-30 
(PL, SL). Lincoln’s Sparrows were well reported including single 
birds at Sewickley Heights Park 10/1 (BVN, KD) and 10/3 (BVN), 
Findlay Township 10/3 (MV), and Imperial 10/6 (MV). Two were 
at Harrison Hills Park 10/12 (PH) and singles were at Beech-
wood Farms 10/15 (BSh) and in Findlay Township 10/17 (MV). 
A Swamp Sparrow was along a road in Findlay Township 10/3 
(MV) and at Imperial 10/6 (MV); up to 4 were in a brushy area in 
East Liberty 10/11 (DY), 3 were at Harrison Hills Park 10/12 (PH) 
and 5 were in Findlay Township that day (MV), and one was in 
East Liberty 10/18 (DY). Single White-crowned Sparrows were 
at East Liberty 10/9-10 (DY) and Harrison Hills Park 10/12 (PH); 
2 were at Findlay Township 10/12 (MV), where they continued 
through the season (various observers).  White-throated Spar-
rows arrived 10/1 at Sewickley Heights Park (BVN, KD) and were 
widely reported the following week. The first Dark-eyed Junco 
report was from Frick Park 10/5 (JS, SS).

A Lapland Longspur was associating with a flock of Horned 
Larks in Findlay Township 11/26 (MV). Later that day 3 were 
found (GM, MF) and 6 were there 11/29 (MV). This is a difficult 
species to find in Allegheny County because suitable habitat is 

limited and the habitat available is privately owned.
A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Forest Hills 10/26 was a bit 

late (TBl). A total of 13 Indigo Buntings (including a singing in-
dividual) were tallied in Findlay Township 10/3 (MV). Two Rusty 
Blackbirds were spotted in East Liberty 10/14 (DY), and one was 
seen at a pond in Findlay Township 10/17 (MV). Eleven Eastern 
Meadowlarks were at Imperial 10/31 (MV).

A Purple Finch was a nice find at Frick Park 10/21 (JS, SS) 
and 4 were there 11/7 (JS, SS). One was in Penn Hills 11/2 (DY). A 
flock of 13 Common Redpolls was a surprising find at Beechwood 
Farms 11/19 (BSh), but they were not relocated. Pine Siskins 
staged an invasion and were widely reported. Three were seen 
at Frick Park 10/19 (MF), and one was with a flock of American 
Goldfinches at Imperial 10/31 (MV) and 11/1 (MF). Four were 
with a goldfinch flock in Allegheny Cemetery 10/30, and one was 
there 10/31 (PB). A flock spent several weeks at East Liberty feed-
ing on Black Birch catkins from 10/31 through November, with a 
high of 70 on 11/14 (DY). A few were found in Penn Hills 11/1-3 
(MF), and flocks of 30 were noted there 11/6 (EH) and 31 on 11/29 
(DY). A flock of 15 were feeding on larch cones at Imperial 11/7 
(MV). The largest flock reported – at least 75 – were in flight near 
the Neville Island Bridge in Stowe Township 11/9 (GM). Three 
were in Plum Borough 11/27 (PM), and one visited a feeder in 
Ross Township 11/28 (BM). Siskins were present in Pine Township 
11/14-30 with a high count of 23 on 11/30 (PL, SL). A leucistic 
American Goldfinch visited a feeding station in Pine Township 
10/15-17 and continued through October and November (PL, SL). 

Observers: Tony Bledsoe (TBl), Paul Brown, Tommy Byrnes, 
Donald Canon, Sandra Canon, Ben Coulter, Karyn Delaney, John 
Fedak, Mike Fialkovich, Eric Hall, Amy Henrici, Paul Hess, Scott 
Kinzey, Pat Lynch, Sherron Lynch, Pat McShea, Bob Machesney, 
Geoff Malosh, Bob Mulvihill (BMu), Jenn Robertson, Kate St. 
John, Dana Shaffer, Walt Shaffer, Brian Shema (BSh), Jack Solo-
mon, Sue Solomon, Chuck Tague, Bob VanNewkirk (BVN), Mark 
Vass, Dan Yagusic.

Birds in the Three Rivers Area

ONE OF MANY THOUSANDS – Pine Siskins made a stupendous
invasion south into Pennsylvania and much of the U.S. this winter. 
This one posed beautifully for Geoff Malosh on January 11, 2009, 
in his Moon Township yard in Allegheny County.


