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Our Cerulean Warblers
Are in Trouble. Learn Why
at 3RBC’s June 1 Meeting 
Our gorgeous and once-common Cerulean Warblers are 

becoming harder to find on what were once their regular breeding 
locations in Pennsylvania and elsewhere across their North 
American breeding range. 

Katie Fallon, the speaker at our 3RBC meeting on Wednesday 
evening, June 1, will tell us about them and their troubling decline.

Her program titled “Saving the Cerulean Warbler” reflects 
the title of her 2011 book Cerulean Blues: A Personal Search for a 
Vanishing Songbird—such a perfect title combining the bird’s color 
and the sadness of its disappearance.

The Cerulean is the fastest-declining Neotropical songbird, 
having lost 3% of its population per year since 1966. 

Besides sharing tips for finding and identifying Cerulean 
Warblers, Katie will discuss challenges they face during both the 
breeding and the non-breeding seasons. 

She will also tell us why our morning cup of coffee affects 
conservation of Ceruleans and other Neotropical migrants.

Katie’s previous book, Vulture: The Private Life of an 
Unloved Bird, was her topic at our 3RBC meeting in June 2016. 

By the way… She says her first word was “bird.”
***

This will be a Zoom meeting starting at 7:00 PM ET, giving 
you access time to log on. The business meeting will begin at 7:30 
PM, and Katie’s presentation will start before 8:00 PM. Details 
on how to join the event, including Zoom passcodes and other 
instructions, will be supplied a few days before the meeting. 

Look Carefully for Rarities
One of this issue’s themes deals with rarities that birders 

might have missed if they hadn’t looked closely enough – for 
example, a swan, a goose, a duck, and a warbler in these pages.

Another example is the blackbird at right, photographed by 
Steve Gosser in Lawrence County on January 29, 2022. It’s a 
female Brewer’s Blackbird, whose dark eye identifies it as this 
western species, rarely seen in the east. 

In this case, there’s an unfortunate side to the story. Steve tells 
us that the homeowner got into several heated confrontations with 
other birders for it in the days after Steve found it. 

“Apparently, from what I heard, he was so mad people 
were watching his property that he now has the whole Shaner 
Road posted with no trespassing signs so no one can any longer 
even view the nice wetlands there that used to be a good birding 
hotspot.”

What a contrast this is to Michael Leahy’s day-to-day effort in 
April 2022 in Clarion County to make sure everyone saw a Yellow-
headed Blackbird. Michael worked closely with the property owner 
and birders to assure that there was no conflict. 

HIGH PRAISE -- Bill Hilton, Jr., an internationally known 
naturalist, educator, and ecologist from South Carolina, is 
recognized prominently for his extensive hummingbird banding 
efforts. Here, he congratulates Katie Fallon for her new book 
about another topic he liked: Cerulean Warblers.

http://www.3rbc.org
3rbc.org


2

The Peregrine

The Peregrine
Three Rivers Birding Club Newsletter

Published bimonthly:
January, March, May, July, September, November

Send articles and/or illustrations to:
Paul Hess, Editor

 phess@salsgiver.com
1412 Hawthorne St., Natrona Heights, PA 15065

Send ideas or items for the website to:
Tom Moeller, Webmaster

thosjmoel@gmail.com

Send questions and suggestions to:
Sheree Daugherty, President
shereedaugherty@gmail.com

522 Avery St., Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Suggest or volunteer to lead outings to:
Steve Thomas, Outings Director

thomassj22@verizon.net
309 Center Ave., Aspinwall, PA 15215

Report bird sightings to:
Mike Fialkovich, Bird Reports Editor

mpfial@verizon.net
805 Beulah Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Membership: FREE Student-Youth, $15 Individual,
$20 Family, $50 Contributing, $100 Sustaining

Send check to Three Rivers Birding Club
c/o Thomas J. Moeller, Treasurer

6357 Ebdy St., Pittsburgh, PA 15217-3035
thosjmoel@gmail.com

Copyright © Three Rivers Birding Club. All rights reserved.
(Photographers and illustrators retain their copyrights.)

President’s Message

How Can We Go Birding?
Let Me Count the Ways

By Sheree Daugherty
There are as many ways of birding as there are birders. Every 

birder chooses a style—feeder watcher to world traveler, and a set 
of personal rules—can I count a bird by call alone, or what type 
of lists do I want to keep? This is what makes birding the most 
democratic of pastimes. Each birder has a unique approach and all 
are perfectly acceptable. 

Three Rivers Birding Club strives to be a resource for all 
types of birders. With a growing membership it is important to 
find a balance of topics that appeal to beginning birders as well as 
veterans.

Depending on your goal, a day of birding can be a leisurely 
stroll, a meandering hike, or an intense workout. I’ve enjoyed all of 
those styles of birding. A heart-pumping hike over rugged terrain 
in search of displaying Bristle-thighed Curlews, or enjoyable 
hours spent stationary at a hummingbird feeder, have been equally 
satisfying. One nourishes the body; both nourish the soul. Nothing 
clears the mind and lifts spirits like a day surrounded by the 
wonders of nature.

 In keeping with our goal of serving all levels of birders, the 
club offers a diverse range of speakers. We have had programs 
about exotic locales such as Australia, the Galapagos Islands, 
Spain, and Ecuador. Others, like Bridget Butler’s “Slow Birding,” 
cater to those who are more interested in what can be found close 
to home. Some topics are very technical like Tessa Rhinehart’s 
August 2020 “Eavesdropping on Birds” program. Others, like 
our annual Slide Slam, are general in nature, and offer a feast 
for the eye and a chance for members to share incredible bird 
photographs. 

The club also offers outings to a variety of locations. If your 
interest is new arrivals in the spring or migrants in the fall, outings 
to Harrison Hills Park, Frick Park, or Sewickley Heights Borough 
Park are perfect. If waterfowl are more appealing, a trip to Moraine 
or Presque Isle State Parks or Pymatuning Lake might be your cup 
of tea. 

Outings are an opportunity to network and learn from other 
birders. Our volunteer leaders and members are generous and eager 
to share their knowledge. There is always something to learn: a 
new behavior, a new field mark or on a really good day, a lifer!

Whether you use hand-me-down or the newest high-end brand 
of binoculars and scopes, or no optical equipment at all, the fact 
that you are birding is what counts. New digital phone apps bring 
an entirely new tool to the way people bird. There is room for all of 
these methods.  

Challenge yourself. Perhaps step out of your comfort zone. 
Traveling to bird across the country and international trips work for 
me. You may find other strategies work for you. There is no right 
way or wrong way to bird. It’s all up to you, and that’s a wonderful 
thing!

                                   ***
Editor’s note: Sheree tells us about the varied goals of 

birding. One goal is to build a Pennsylvania bird list. An example 
is a rare Tufted Duck that 3RBC members Roger and Margaret 
Higbee discovered on February 24, 2022, at Middle Creek Wildlife 
Refuge in Lebanon County. See Dave Brooke’s March 1 photo at 
right.    

VALID PHOTO – 3RBC’s Dave Brooke photographed this rare 
Tufted Duck that visited Pennsylvania in February and March 
2022. The bird is distant, but the head’s tuft is visible enough in 
Dave’s original image to be “documentary,” confirming the ID.

mailto:%20phess%40salsgiver.com?subject=
mailto:thosjmoel%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:shereedaugherty%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:thomassj22%40verizon.net?subject=Three%20Rivers%20Birding%20Club%20Outings
mailto:mpfial%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:thosjmoel%40gmail.com?subject=Three%20Rivers%20Birding%20Club%20Treasurer
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continued on page  4

Outings to Come

We’ll Go from Late Spring
into the Breeding Season

  
By Steve Thomas, Outings Director

Below is a general statement that will be followed for all our 
outings. Also, the leader may have specific requirements that are 
stated in the outing description.

“It is our intention to follow the CDC and local county 
guidelines that are in place during this 2022 Spring. We request 
that social distancing still be observed, and encourage people not 
to share equipment. The leader may have other restrictions in 
place and can end a walk if an uncomfortable situation arises.”

 
Saturday, May 14 – Deer Lakes Park: Meet co-leaders 

Dave Brooke (724-487-3586) and Oliver Lindhiem at 8:30 AM in 
the parking lot at these GPS coordinates: 40.618722, -79.815371. 
From Creighton-Russellton Road, enter the park (Kurn Road), 
drive by two ponds on the right, then make a right turn and 
proceed to the last parking lot. Although the trails are fairly well 
maintained, please dress for possible wet grass, mud and rainfall.

 
Sunday, May 15 - State Game Land 95 (Glade Dam Lake): 

Linda Croskey (lcroskey@consolidated.net; cell 724-612-9963) 
will lead us at a new club location:  State Game Lands 95 – Glade 
Dam Lake in Butler County.  Meet at 8:00 AM at Moniteau High 
School, 1810 West Sunbury Road, West Sunbury 16061 (Google 
coordinates:  41.0587556, -79.897439).  

Take Route 8 North through Butler to Route 308 (also known 
as West Sunbury Road).  Follow Route 308 for about 12 miles, and 
the Moniteau High School will be on your right. Travel time is a 
little over an hour from Pittsburgh. 
     “The Glades” consists of several large ponds, deciduous and 
early successional forests, hemlock stands, marsh, and stream 
areas.  Migrating warblers, waterfowl, Virginia Rail, Sora, Eastern 
Screech-Owl and a Black Bear are all possible. There are over 
9,000 acres to explore (which Linda did during the pandemic and 
was treated to two River Otters). Dress for ticks, pack a snack or 
lunch, and bring plenty of water for this new adventure! A spotting 
scope would be useful. As this is a State Game Lands, there are no 
facilities except for a local country store within a few miles.

Please email Linda (lcroskey@consolidated.net) to let her 
know that you will be attending.

 
Saturday, May 21 - Harrison Hills Park:  Meet leader Jim 

Valimont (412-828-5338) at 8:00 AM at this Allegheny County 
park off Freeport Road between Natrona Heights and Freeport.  
As you enter the park, bear right and proceed to the parking lot 
at the end of the road. The parking lot is near the pond. Dress for 
wet grass and mud.  Previous spring outings have produced a nice 
variety of warblers, Philadelphia and Yellow-throated Vireos, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, and Scarlet Tanagers. See the 3RBC.org 
birding locations website for directions.

Saturday, June 11 – Picnic at Harrison Hills Park: Save 
the date: Our picnic is scheduled at the Yakaon Shelter near the 
Environmental Learning Center and will begin around noon. 
We plan to have a bird outing prior to the picnic. Details will be 
forthcoming on the 3RBC website. 

 

Saturday, June 18 - Ohiopyle State Park, Fayette County: 
Mike Fialkovich will lead our annual trip to the Laurel Mountains 
for breeding birds after a two-year gap! The mountain forests 
and Youghiogheny River Gorge are home to a wide variety of 
nesting species such as warblers, Wood Thrushes, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks, Cliff Swallows, and more. Pack a lunch. We will eat at 
a forested picnic area so we can have our lunches with the forest 
birds near a relaxing stream. If the group wishes, we can continue 
birding a bit after lunch.

We will meet at the Dairy Queen at the Donegal Exit of the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike at 7:00 AM. From the exit turn left onto 
Route 31 East, and the Dairy Queen is a short distance on the left. 
Across the road are gas stations and a McDonalds if you need a 
restroom or something to eat. From there it’s a 20-mile drive to 
the park. You can also meet the group at the Ferncliff Peninsula 
parking lot at the park around 7:30, which is our starting point.

Outings Revisited

Despite Bad Weather, Early 
Spring Brought Us Delights 

Frick Park – March 19: This was originally advertised as 
a dead of winter outing but due to bad weather, the Fern Hollow 
Bridge collapse, and dangerously icy trails I was unable to 
reschedule it until the last day of winter. Rain was in the forecast, 
but we had only a brief shower. Unfortunately, some birders were 
unable to attend due to scheduling conflicts. A benefit of the later 
date was that early spring migrants arrived, so we found a greater 
variety of species than we would have had in January.

Eight participants gathered at the Environmental Center 
and started the outing by watching the feeders. Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers, Blue Jays, Red-winged Blackbirds, Brown-headed 
Cowbirds, and more visited the feeders. We noted the plumage of 
a first-spring male Red-winged Blackbird and watched a Mourning 
Dove performing a courtship flight overhead.

We walked down Fern Hollow Trail behind the nature center 
and up the hill toward the dog run. Along the way we enjoyed the 
earliest spring songs of Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren, Dark-
eyed Junco, Northern Cardinal, and an almost-textbook Carolina 
Chickadee song. Two highlights included a singing Winter Wren 
close to the trail and a singing Fox Sparrow.

Riverview Trail offered some memorable sightings. A Herring 
Gull flew over and an Eastern Towhee was singing, although out of 
sight. We came upon an immature Red-tailed Hawk perched a few 
feet off the ground and very close. It flew up the trail and landed 
on a branch over the trail. We stopped to watch it as it looked at the 
ground intently, then pounced. It captured a Short-tailed Shrew and 
swallowed it in one gulp. We then found four Fox Sparrows with a 
few White-throated Sparrows. We were treated to one Fox Sparrow 
perched high and singing. On the way back to the Nature Center 
we found three beautiful Golden-crowned Kinglets, one flashing 
the orange in its crown.

Most of the group had to leave, but three of us walked 
up Clayton Hill where we found Red-bellied and Downy 
Woodpeckers, Northern Flickers, and many American Robins. A 
Cooper’s Hawk flew in and landed close, offering great views. It 
flew off and started to perform a courtship flight with slow, deep 
wingbeats as it circled. It was joined by another bird, presumably 
its mate. --by leader Mike Fialkovich

mailto:lcroskey%40consolidated.net?subject=
mailto:lcroskey%40consolidated.net?subject=
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Outings Revisited
continued from page 3

Woodcock Walks -- March 23 and March 30: Due to a 
threat of thunderstorms, no one showed up for the first walk. 

Thirteen people came for the second walk on a very pleasant 
evening. As we were gathering, Mike Fialkovich flushed out 
what he thought was a Wilson’s Snipe. The marsh had the usual 
suspects: Canada Geese, Mallards, Blue Jays, a Carolina Wren, 
American Robins, House Sparrows, Red-winged Blackbirds, and 
Northern Cardinals. We also had three Wood Ducks -- two males 
and a female. But the highlight at the marsh was a visiting Great 
Egret. It was first spotted in the water across from us, then flew up 
into the tree branches, where it stayed, even as we left.  

    Watching the Great Blue Heron rookery was just as 
enjoyable! As we got out of our vehicles and headed toward the 
river, we could pick out nests and see the herons flying around. 
Our first-timers especially enjoyed the sight. We also saw a lot of 
Canada Geese, two Buffleheads, and two Gadwalls. Eight Double-
crested Cormorants flew in, and a dozen more arrived as we were 
leaving. 
        As we headed up to the field, the resident Eastern Towhee was 
very vocal, but we didn’t get to see him. 

We also were hearing the peenting of the American 
Woodcocks. After a short time, with the woodcocks constantly 
peenting, we started to hear the sounds of their takeoffs, then were 
able to see them taking off, follow their flight upward, see their 
downward spiral, and finally their twitter as they came in for their 
landing. Within seconds of landing, the peenting would start. As 
we headed out of the field, we continued to hear the busy males do 
their thing.

My guess would be about half a dozen or maybe more males. 
Who knows how many females were around watching? Some of 
our group actually could see one of the woodcocks on the trail! –
by leader Tommy Byrnes

Yellow Creek State Park – March 26: Seven birders 
including six Todd Bird Club members, five 3RBC members, and 
one visitor showed up for the two clubs’ joint outing. We were 
surprised to see seven birders because the predicted weather was a 
tad foreboding. 

Little activity at the park office encouraged our move to 
Dragonfly Pond where we spotted our first Ring-necked Ducks and 
Buffleheads. A walk across Route 259 to view the Yellow Creek 
Lake produced Wood Ducks, Mallards, Green-winged Teal, and 
Double-crested Cormorants.

Our next stop was the south shore boat launch where we 
added six American Coots, three Blue-winged Teal, two Hooded 
Mergansers, and a Great Blue Heron. We continued through the 
main recreation area, adding a few passerines and a Pileated 
Woodpecker.

Our final destination was the Observatory Trail where we 
observed a Red-breasted Nuthatch and a Brown Creeper. At the 
observatory we added 17 Lesser Scaup, two Pied-billed Grebes, 
and two Belted Kingfishers. As we gathered at our vehicles to 
leave the park at 11:30 AM., a female Northern Harrier, the day’s 
highlight, flew overhead. We ended the outing with 40 species. –by 
leader Margaret Higbee

Pymatuning Area – March 27: Leader Bob VanNewkirk 
had to cancel the outing because of bad weather, sometimes an 
especially unfortunate problem in late winter and early spring. 

Notes About Our Birders
Frank, Adrienne, and Maya Izaguirre had an extraordinary 

visitor in their yard from the end of December to early January, and 
it was a highlight of the Pittsburgh Christmas Bird Count.

It was this Orange-crowned Warbler pictured above, a species 
very rarely seen in Pennsylvania in winter. 

They submitted this photo to confirm it, and 3RBC member 
Debbie Kalbfleisch wrote a delightful article about the event in 
the April 2022 issue of the Todd Bird Club’s newsletter, The Todd 
Nuthatch. Be sure to read it at toddbirdclub.org/newsletters.

***   
“ Birds Show and Tell” by Sherron and Pat Lynch, March 

2022:
 “When small birds like Tufted Titmice and White-breasted 

Nuthatches make a fuss around a branch on a tree or around a 
hole in the tree, they are showing you something. The birds are 
probably telling the Common Nighthawk sleeping on the branch 
and the Eastern Screech-Owl in the tree or in a nest box that they 
are not welcome in the neighborhood.”

“After watching for several days as a titmouse and later a 
nuthatch crawled around on an owl box and peeked inside, we 
were sure that they were telling us there was an owl in the box. 
Pat got a ladder and tried to open the side of the box; the screech-
owl flew out of the box and landed in a nearby tree. We enjoyed 
watching the owl until it decided to retire back into its box.

“Before it got very dark that evening, we not only found an 
owl poking its head out of that box, but there was another owl 
poking out from another box about 100 feet away. So, when the 
little birds try to tell you something, look carefully and something 
exciting might show up.”

***  
Steve Gosser, one of our club’s top-ranked photographers, has 

a marvelous video slide show of his 2021 bird photos. Watch the 
show at https://youtu.be/QgOvapIVUtE.

Be sure to turn your speakers on. Steve’s annual photo 
presentations are always enhanced by delightful background 
musical accompaniment.

***
Some of us have seen Swainson’s Hawks commonly out west, 

but few have such a close look as Ted Floyd had when he made 
this short video of one in Colorado. It’s less than a minute long, 
but worth watching: Traffic whizzing past didn’t seem to bother it a 
bit: https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/441657321.

http://toddbirdclub.org/newsletters
https://youtu.be/QgOvapIVUtE
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/441657321
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FAKE ENEMY – Birds sometimes see their reflection from glass 
as an intruder on their territory. They may react as if it is a real 
enemy, such as this robin Tom Moeller saw at a car’s mirror.

Observations

My “Pet Robin”:
Chapter 3

By Tom Moeller
Last summer I had to stop feeding my “pet robin” and 

his mate as the edict came down to stop feeding birds due to 
a mysterious, fatal bird illness which is thankfully gone. (See 
“Observations” in The Peregrine from July/August and September/
October 2021) The robin and his mate disappeared from our yard 
after that. On December 31, 2021, a robin took up residence in my 
back yard. I suspected it might be the same robin I befriended since 
he did not shy away when I came out to fill my feeders. He acted 
like a wild robin, except for the lack of fear he showed towards 
me. Observing this bird would be a good opportunity to see how a 
robin acts in the winter and early spring.

The robin staked out his own territory in my yard. Not just a 
small area, but two spots he “owned,” spots where I usually spread 
seeds, peanuts, and fruit on the ground. He chased other birds 
away when feeling particularly aggressive, especially starlings. He 
would fly at them and chase them through the hedge. He could not 
tolerate them at all. Grackles and Blue Jays were too big for him 
to tackle. He may or may not have chased away cardinals or other 
little birds depending on the aggressive hormones surging in him. 
But starlings, beware! 

Of course, other male robins were strictly forbidden. I might 
have seen a robin in the yard, then noticed another. The resident 
robin noticed too and suddenly flew at this second bird, scaring it 
away. The resident was not always in the yard. A single robin in the 
yard could have been the resident, or it could have been another 
male robin checking out the yard.   

I saw “my robin” trying to chase a Mourning Dove out of his 
declared area, but the dove refused to budge. When approached 
by the robin, the dove raised its wings up in a “C” shape above its 
body seeming to double the dove’s apparent size. The two birds 
glared at each other, both unwilling to move. The standoff ended as 
the robin turned away and the dove walked off.

After several weeks of watching the resident acting like a 
bully toward other birds, it became clear it was my “pet” robin. He 
did not fly away from me, and slowly he warmed up to me again 
when I came out to fill the feeders and bring raisins. Things were 
finally normal when I was able to feed him raisins on the wall, and 
he approached without fear as I crouched not 10 feet away.

My “pet robin” is very aware of his surroundings. As he did 
last summer, he comes to my side door on the driveway when I 
open it. He cannot see the door from the back yard where he might 
be, but he hears the door opening and comes close. In fact, he 
came to the door one day when I just opened the inside door before 
opening the outer storm door! He still keeps a bit of distance but 
does not fly away. 

Like last summer, the robin flies up to my back porch railing 
to “beg.” I thought he did this then because he had little beaks to 
feed in the nest, but in March there are no nests at all. These raisins 
are for him alone. This year he flew up the first time when I opened 
the back window to take an unobstructed photo of another bird. 
Naturally, I had to throw out some raisins - my mistake. Twice, 
later that same day he saw me look out the closed window and 
immediately flew up to the railing. Another day he flew straight 
at the window veering off just as he got to it. The robin will also 
come to the front porch expectantly. If I want to leave the house 

and he’s on the railing, I’ll have to go back in and grab a few 
raisins as a “toll” to get out of the door. Who’s in charge here?

I no longer feed the robin whole raisins because he struggles 
with their size. I am kind to him and usually cut individual raisins 
in half before I take them outside to feed him.

The robin has a girlfriend now whom he allows to forage 
in the yard. Her white eye rings are broader than his, especially 
above her eyes. (Does she put on extra eyeliner?) Being spring, her 
hormones are raging too. 

She gets very aggressive toward that “other female” she sees 
in the windows of my neighbor’s cars. Birds do not recognize their 
own reflection; they see it as another bird. Bluebirds, cardinals, 
sparrows, and towhees are also known to strike at their own 
reflections. Day after day she will go back and stand on the side 
mirrors of those cars and stare at her own reflection in the windows 
trying to intimidate that “other bird” she sees. She’s been there so 
much, there is dried bird poop on the mirrors and down the sides of 
the cars. 

If the neighbor’s two cars are parked next to each other, the 
robin will fly back and forth after seeing her image in the two car 
windows or in the shiny sides of the cars. And it’s a wonder she 
has not been hurt because we can hear a thump as she hits a car. 

Why she returns to these cars day after day is a mystery. 
Perhaps she associates that “other female robin” with these two 
cars. So, she goes back often to check, finds that female rival 
there (her reflection), and has to challenge “her” again. And these 
incessant attacks against her own image can go on for an hour 
(with some breaks between “rounds.”) Hopefully this aggression 
will subside as the robins mate, and the female has other more 
pressing concerns like building a nest and caring for eggs. 

Note: On the extremely cold morning of March 29, 2022, the 
female robin finally approached me as I fed raisin bits to the male. 
She was more hesitant but got raisins within 10 feet of me!

As Bridget Butler and Holly Merker said in their recent talks 
to the club, you do not have to chase birds to be a birder. You can 
sit and stare out your windows, take notes, and learn a lot from the 
“common” birds in your yard. And have fun at the same time!

Reference
Lyric Wild Bird Feed. “Top Tips to Stop Birds From 

Attacking Their Reflections.” Lyric Bird Food. 2022.  https://
tinyurl.com/2p8ppx9p . Accessed on 22 March 2022. 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8ppx9p
https://tinyurl.com/2p8ppx9p
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NOTE THE YELLOW PATCH – The large patch of yellow behind 
its bill separates this “Bewick’s” Swan subspecies from two of our 
usual Tundra Swan migrants in Dave Brooke’s photo.

ANOTHER YELLOW ODDITY – Here’s the Orange-crowned 
Warbler David Yeany II found in New York with brighter 
underparts than our usual all-drab eastern migrants.

Subspecies Are Fascinating
By Paul Hess

Do you keep a species list? Most birders do. Do you keep a 
subspecies list? Most birders don’t.

Here are two photographs of subspecies that fascinated our 
birders, and with good reasons.

                                    ***   
**First is a Tundra Swan subspecies named “Bewick’s” Swan, 

which breeds in the Russian Arctic and is readily identified by the 
large patch of yellow on its forehead. 

This one visited the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area 
in central Pennsylvania during February and March 2022. Dave 
Brooke photographed it on February 15 in a nice comparison with 
one of our usual migrant Tundra Swans.

“Bewick’s” sometimes wander to northern Alaska and rarely 
down to the northwestern U.S. states, but how or why one came all 
the way to Pennsylvania is a mystery. 

Well, another Russian Arctic bird, a Steller’s Sea-Eagle, has 
been wandering around Maine for a couple of years, with no hint 
of where it came from.

Of course there’s no mystery about the Steller’s Sea-Eagle 
that escaped from the National Aviary in Pittsburgh and was soon 
recaptured. No puzzle about this one.

                                    *** 
**Second is an Orange-crowned Warbler photographed by 

David Yeany II in New York’s Adirondack Mountains in October 
2021.  We eastern birders see our usual Orange-crowned migrants 
as completely drab grayish-green. This bird’s notably yellowish 
underparts contrast brightly with the gray and green upperparts.

The yellow caught David’s attention, and he wondered 
whether the bird might be an orestera subspecies from the Rocky 
Mountains migrating far to the east of its usual direction. That 
subspecies shows yellowish on the underparts like David’s. 

I sent David’s photos to Jon Dunn, coauthor of the 
authoritative Peterson Field Guide to Warblers of North America 
(who, incidentally, was once a 3RBC program speaker). 

Jon was intrigued, and he sent us a detailed opinion. He said, 
“If this was from the West, I would be perfectly OK with showing 
characters of orestera.” But he added that David’s photos would 
need comparison with an extensive array of museum specimens 
to determine whether any of our usual eastern celata subspecies 
migrants have ever shown such yellow.

And how about this from Jon, who is always a tough judge of 
everything: “It’s really helpful to have such great photos to review. 
My compliments to the photographer.” 

Steven C. Latta, widely respected internationally as an 
authoritative ornithologist at the National Aviary in Pittsburgh, 
and nine coauthors offer a new line of findings suggesting that 
Ivory-billed Woodpeckers still exist in their traditional, almost 
inaccessible habitat in the southern swamps.

Their search for the iconic and mysterious species spanned 10 
years at a site in Louisiana. In a pre-publication draft of a scientific 
paper, the authors offer a variety of findings possibly indicating 
that this iconic species has survived.

The paper is not ready for formal publication, and the authors 
have posted a draft on “bioRxiv,” a preprint server asking for 
scientific comment before a formal submission. See the draft at:

www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.04.06.487399v1.full

A New Ivory-billed Resurrection? A Local Ornithologist Says Maybe.
Mary Ann Thomas, a local birder and environmental reporting 

specialist for western Pennsylvania’s TribLive, interviewed Steve 
Latta and reported interesting comments from him about the 
proposed paper. Read her report at https://tinyurl.com/bdw794xa.

Steve said this large woodpecker would be hard to miss, but 
the problem is that the species lives in remote, wet bottomland 
forests where exploration and investigation are difficult.

He emphasized that his or anybody’s single sighting 
isn’t going to stop the current U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
proceedings to declare the woodpecker extinct. The team’s goal 
is one more step to determine definitively whether Ivory-billed 
Woodpeckers may still survive. All we can do now is hope so.

http://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.04.06.487399v1.full
https://tinyurl.com/bdw794xa
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WELCOME LITTLE GOOSE – We rarely see a Ross’s Goose in 
western PA, a smaller relative of the Snow Goose. David Yeany 
II photographed this one at Hampton Twp. Community Park in 
Allegheny County on December 31, 2021. Mike Fialkovich notes in 
his report that it was seen in nearby areas through mid-January.

continued on page 8

Birds in the Three Rivers Area

We Found Some Rarities
in the 2021-2022 Winter

By Mike Fialkovich, Bird Reports Editor
Weather was quite varied during the season with rain all day 

during the Pittsburgh Christmas Bird Count, a cold spell in late 
January with a brief freezing of the rivers, an ice storm, and a snow 
storm. The frigid conditions brought rare gulls to the county for a 
week or two, but some were seen only for a day. Ducks increased 
in diversity, but it was not an exceptional winter for them. Black 
Vulture reports were fairly regular as this species becomes more 
common here in recent years.

A Ross’s Goose was found at Hampton Twp. Community 
Park 12/31 (DN), and surprisingly one was also found that day on 
Moody Road in Findlay Twp. (MV). The Ross’s in Hampton was 
in the park until 1/3 and various observers reported it from other 
nearby locations in and around North Park until 1/15. The Findlay 
Twp. bird was relocated on Moody Road 1/14-15 (DBe, MV). A 
Cackling Goose was on the Ohio River near Dashields Dam 12/17 
(MV).

Tundra Swans were in the area in January. A flock of 10 flew 
over Oakmont 1/5 (RBu) and 11 flew over Frick Park 1/6 (MK). 
Two flew over West Deer Twp. 1/9 (LC), 6 flew over Marshall 
Twp. 1/10 (eBird) and one was at Dashields Dam 1/29 (AP).

Two Gadwalls were at the Harmar Marsh most of December 
(various observers), 1 was at Chapel Harbor 1/3 (JVa, SV), 1 was 
at the Moody Road Ponds in Findlay Twp. 1/11 (MV and others) 
through the end of the month. Four were at Brunots Island 1/29 
(LKl), and 1 was at Wingfield Pines 1/29-31 (BMc and others). 
Two American Wigeons were at the Harmar Marsh 1/3 (DN), and 
a male was on a small pond along Route 30 in Clinton 1/9 through 
the end of the month (MV and others). A Northern Pintail was at 
Janoski’s Farm in Findlay Twp. 1/2 through the end of the month 
(MV) and another was at Wingfield Pines 1/21 through the end of 
the month (eBird). 

A Canvasback was at Wingfield Pines 1/21 through the end 
of the month (JF and others), a female was at Dashields Dam 
1/27 (DBe), 4 were at Duck Hollow 1/29 (AF), 2 were at Brunots 
Island on the Ohio River 1/30 (JF, JP), and 3 were at the Highland 
Park Bridge 1/31 (RBu). Four to five Redheads were at Dashields 
Dam 1/27-29 (DBe, AK), 1 was on the Allegheny River at  
Lawrenceville 1/30 (LFH), and 2 were at Emsworth Dam 1/30 (JF, 
JP). Redheads were also at Brunots Island 1/17 through the end of 
the month (DBe and others) with a high of 30 on 1/26 (DNe, NN). 

Four White-winged Scoters were on the Allegheny River at 
Verona 1/29 (MF). A Long-tailed Duck was at Duck Hollow 1/9 
through the end of month (various observers) and 2 were at Verona 
1/19 (AH, PM). Common Mergansers have become increasingly 
common over the years, and this winter the totals were quite high 
including 54 on the Allegheny River in Verona 1/19 (AH, PM, 
AP) and 70 at Dashields Dam on the Ohio River 1/30 (AK). Red-
breasted Merganser reports included 8 at The Point in Pittsburgh 
1/16 (KS), up to 3 at Duck Hollow 1/23-27 (LK and others), 1 
at Dashields Dam 1/29 (MF), and 1 at Verona 1/31 (MD). Five 
Ruddy Ducks were at Dashields Dam 1/8 (AF), and 1 was at Duck 
Hollow 1/22-29 (MF and others).

Green-winged Teal, Ring-necked Duck, Greater Scaup, 
Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, and Hooded 
Merganser were all reported during the season.

A Red-necked Grebe on the Allegheny River was seen 
from the Sharpsburg docks 2/7 (BH, AP). The fresh remains of a 
Common Gallinule in Jefferson Hills 12/21 (reported to BMu) 
was a surprising discovery so late in the year.

A flock of Killdeer gathered at South Park, lingering through 
December (MM, JF, and others). The high count was 38 on 12/19. 
A late or wintering bird was at Wingfield Pines 1/8-22 (DNe, AF).

A brief cold snap in late January brought some notable gulls 
to The Point in Pittsburgh. A first-winter Iceland Gull was present 
1/27-29 (BC and others). An adult Lesser Black-backed Gull 
was first found 1/26 (BC) and up to 2 were seen regularly through 
the month. A Great Black-backed Gull was there 1/29 (JF and 
others), and 1 or 2 were noted to 1/31 by various observers.

An immature Black-crowned Night-Heron was a surprise at 
the Fox Chapel Marina 12/12 (reported to AF).

Black Vultures were reported fairly regularly. One was in 
Fox Chapel in early January (SDA, BSh), often perched with 
Turkey Vultures. It wore a red wing tag, but the number was not 
visible. A bird two years ago in the same area had a red wing tag, 
so it might have been the same bird. One was photographed in 
Monroeville 1/18 (CT). Turkey Vultures were reported throughout 
the winter. Once very rare here in winter, during the past few years 
they have been present all season.

A light-morph Rough-legged Hawk was in Findlay Twp. 
1/28 through the end of the month (MV and others).

Merlins were scattered in the county. Up to 2 were present 
at Schenley Park during this reporting period, seen by various 
observers at the long-standing roost site at the golf course. Other 
reports included single birds at Highbury Park in Indiana Twp. 1/1 
(DYe), Oakmont 1/5 (eBird), at Riverview Park 1/6 (eBird with 
photo), in Indiana Twp. 1/12 (BSh), McCandless Twp. 1/22 (EPH, 
EHo), and Homewood Cemetery 12/28 (MK and others).

A late Eastern Phoebe was in Indiana Twp. 12/19 (BSh). 
A very late Blue-headed Vireo was photographed in a yard in 
Oakmont 12/17 (RBu).

The American Crow roost moved from its usual location in 
Oakland this year. For weeks the birds’ choice for an overnight 
roost was a mystery until they were discovered on the North Side 
of Pittsburgh. High counts included 4,400 on 1/18 (RBu), 3,000 on 
1/26 (ST), and 3,500 on 1/28 (ST). A bird with white in its wings 
was spotted in Mount Lebanon 12/21 (SSn). High counts of Fish 
Crows included 65 at Frick Park 12/11 (MK) and 25 at Duquesne 
University 1/11 (TC).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet is very uncommon here in winter. 
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VOLANT HOTSPOT – Many of our birders know that an area in 
northern Lawrence County called the “Volant Strips” is a hotspot 
in the winter. Dave Brooke visited the area on January 25, 2002 
and found two of the specialties: a dynamic Rough-legged Hawk 
and a Northern Shrike, both surveying their hunting grounds.

Birds in the Three Rivers
continued from page 7

One was at Wingfield Pines 1/3-10 (DNe and others) and 2 were 
seen during the CBC at Riverview Park 1/1 (MJT).

Hermit Thrushes winter here in small numbers. Up to 2 
were at Beechwood Farms in December and January (various 
observers). Most of those reports were of a single bird that 
continued from November. There are eBird entries for most of 
January at two locations in North Park (various observers), 1 was 
at South Park 12/19 (BV and others), 1 was in Pine Twp. 1/10 
through the end of the month (PL, SL), 1 was at Frick Park 12/10 
through the month (various observers, 2 were at Boyce Park 1/30 
(EH), and 1 was in Fox Chapel 1/21 (EL). Large numbers of 
American Robins were seen apparently commuting to roost sites. 
A tally of 755 were in Plum Borough 1/13 (CBo), 1,000 were seen 
in Bridgeville 1/14 and 2,000 there on 1/16 (RT).

A number of late Gray Catbird reports this season included 
1 at Imperial 12/14 (RBu), 2 at Boyce Park 12/21 (EH), and 1 at 
Riverview Park 12/29 (MJT). An out-of-season Brown Thrasher 
was photographed in Fox Chapel 1/26 (LKl).

A Pine Siskin was found at Frick Park 1/14 (TC), the only 
report for the season

A late Chipping Sparrow was at Frick Park up to 12/5 
(MK) and continued into January; 1 continued from November 
at Beechwood Farms 12/7 (BSh) and was seen again through the 
month; 4 were at South Park 12/15 (JF), and 4 were in Indiana 
Twp. 1/1 (SG). Field Sparrows are uncommon in winter, and 
reports were scattered. Several late Fox Sparrows were seen in 
December, and those in January might have been overwintering in 
this area just north of the species’ normal winter range. One was 
in Churchill 12/19 (CT) and 12/24 (EH), 1 was tallied on the CBC 
in Indiana Twp. 1/1 (SG), up to 2 were in North Park from late 
December to early January (various observers), 1 visited a feeder 
in Oakmont 1/23 (RBu), and 1 was spotted along a roadside near 
Barking Slopes in Plum Borough 1/30 (AH, PM). Rare in winter, 
a Lincoln’s Sparrow was in Pine Twp. 1/17 (PL, SL). A Swamp 
Sparrow was reported at Wingfield Pines all season (various 
observers). Several were in Fox Chapel at a reliable location 
during the CBC 1/1 (BSh). A late White-crowned Sparrow was 
in Churchill 12/24 (EH), 1 was in North Park 1/1 (LS) and 1/27 
(LC), 1 visited a feeder in Monroeville 1/7-31 (SM, RH), 1 was in 
West Deer Twp. 1/10-31 (LC), and 3 were at Imperial 1/29 (MV). 
There were a few other eBird reports during the season. Oddly, 
there were no reports from the most reliable wintering location 
in the county at Strauss Farm in Findlay Twp. A Dark-eyed 
(Cismontanus) Junco subspecies from the western U.S. visited a 
feeder in Indiana Twp. 1/24-28 (DYe) and 2 were present 1/29.

Eastern Towhees were reported through the season in eBird. 
This species is probably annual in winter, and this winter more 
than 20 were listed in eBird.

A female Baltimore Oriole was photographed at a feeder in 
Elizabeth Twp. 1/29 (KCr).

A small flock of Red-winged Blackbirds roosted nearly the 
entire winter at the pond in Homewood Cemetery (MK), 8 visited 
a feeder in Elizabeth Twp. 1/17-18 (SF), 21 visited a feeder in 
Pine Twp. 1/18 (PL, SL) and 14 were there 1/23 (PL, SL) during a 
snow storm. Some remained 1/24-25. A flock of 48 Brown-headed 
Cowbirds visited a feeder in Pine Twp. 1/12 and 2 were there 
1/18-19 (PL, SL). There were also numerous reports in eBird.

A very late Tennessee Warbler was photographed in 
Shadyside 12/28 (TC). An Orange-crowned Warbler visited a 

feeder in Oakland 12/30-1/6 (FI).
Observers: David Bennett (DBe), Christine Bossung (CBo), 

Dave Brooke (DB), Ron Burkert (RBu), Ben Coulter, Thomas 
Connor, Kirby Croft (KCr), Linda Croskey, Sheree Daugherty 
(SDa), Michael David, John Flannigan, Adrian Fenton, Mike 
Fialkovich, Scott Furlong, Steve Gosser, Amy Henrici, Brooke 
Hahn, Eric Hall, Rebecca Hart, Ed Hogan, Elizabeth Pagel-
Hogan, Frank Izaguirre, Lisa Kaufman, Michelle Kienholz, 
Andrew Kingfisher, Lucy Klimko (LKl), Eileen Luba, Pat Lynch, 
Sherron Lynch, Brandon McCracken (BMc), Pat McShea, Michelle 
Mannella, Steve Manns, Bob Mulvihill (BMu), Dean Newhouse 
(DNe), Norma Newhouse, Dick Nugent, Joe Papp, Aidan Place, 
Kathy Saunders, Brian Shema (BSh), Sam Sinderson (SSn), Liz 
Spence, Shannon Thompson, Ryan Tomazin, Mary Jo Tortorelli 
(MJT), Christopher Turbert, Mark Vass, John Vassallo (JVa), 
Samuel Vassallo, Brian Vitunic, David Yeany (DYe). 

A Look Back at Winter


